
Y O U R  Y O U R  P A R I S H  -  S T R O N G E R  T O G E T H E R T O G E T H E R

A U T U M N 
2 0 2 6

I S S U E  3 1
F R E E

Good
things
happen
here
MEET THE  
PEOPLE MAKING  
FELSTED SPECIAL

AUTUMN  
ADVENTURES
Local happenings   
and seasonal colour

WHAT’S ON
Your guide to events  
from October to January 



Holy Cross Church

District Councillor's Corner 

Felsted Primary School

Parish Council News

United Reformed Church

In this
issue

From the Editor2
Friendship Club5
Royal British Legion6
What's On7
Christmas in Felsted8
The Women's Institute9

10
11
13
14
15

Memorial Hall17
Willows Green Update18
Ladies in the Blues27
Local Services Directory31



Hello,
Felsted.

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

Editorial Team
Hope Alexander

Sarah Gale
Janet Johnston

Richard Freeman
Roy Ramm

Print
M&B Print, Dunmow

Parish Council
07719 552174

www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

Cover Photography
Sarah-Dee Impey

felstedmagazine@gmail.com

GET IN TOUCH

Felsted Focus

Welcome to the autumn edition of Felsted Focus - it's looking a little 
different this time!

While the magazine has a new look, its purpose remains very much the 
same: to celebrate our parish, share what’s happening locally and help 
the people of Felsted feel connected to the community around them.

One thing you’ll find throughout this issue is just how much of village 
life relies on people giving a little of their time. Our clubs, groups, 
events and community organisations simply couldn’t happen without 
volunteers, and several are currently looking for some extra pairs of 
hands. You’ll find more information inside about the different ways you 
can get involved - whether you have hours to spare or just a little time 
now and then.

The parish magazine is a work perpetually in progress. This is your 
community magazine, so I’d love you to help shape what it becomes. 
What would you like to see more of? Is there something happening in 
Felsted that we should be talking about? A person we should meet, a 
story we should tell or something completely new you’d like us to try? 

Please do get in touch! Suggestions, ideas and constructive feedback 
are always welcome.

I hope you enjoy the new direction of this issue, and most importantly, 
that you’ll help us make it feel like yours.

Happy reading!

EDITOR
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Whew! What a summer! 

I hope you got through it okay, without feeling too uncomfortable. I used 
to be a hot house flower, but not so much now. I found myself wandering 
indoors and passing by the fan.

We have had an interesting few months at the Felsted Friendship Club. In 
May, we had a lovely talk from members of the Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
Of course, the dogs melted everyone’s hearts. Merchandise was available to 
buy with proceeds going toward the charity.

Then, in June, Tammy Blest, the North Essex Fraud Officer for Essex 
Police, gave us an enlightening talk on scams. It can happen to anyone and 
she gave us many useful tips to avoid being caught in their trap. One of 
them I remember, if you are not expecting a call or you don’t recognise the 
number, just don’t say anything, put the phone down.

Stephanie Callister-Jarold came to the July meeting and spoke about her 
work rescuing injured birds of prey. She has been on National TV and 
showed us clips of her being interviewed. She made us all aware how 
many different birds of prey there are in our surrounding area. She is very 
devoted to her charity and had merchandise to sell for the organisation.

As an extra treat, we went to the Hunters Meet for lunch and an afternoon 
of entertainment from a Neil Diamond tribute act. There we were, 
boogying away on one of the hottest days of the year! We certainly put the 
air conditioning to the test, but what fun it was.

We were treated to a wonderful afternoon of songs in August. Martyn 
Harrison paid us a visit and sang songs from West End musicals and 
our favourite musical films. He called his presentation 'One Enchanted 
Evening'...it was certainly one enchanted afternoon for us - what a beautiful 
voice!

Well, I have galloped through the summer haven’t I? There’s more to 
come in the next few months. Don’t forget, if you would like to join us, 
contact Diane Denny 01376 583994 or Hazel Fox 01371 820108. 

We meet every third Friday in the Memorial Hall unless stated otherwise.

Take care of yourselves.
Hazel Fox

Friendship
Club
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Royal  
British 
Legion

SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER
remembrance day
at the War Memorial

•	 Assemble at 10am at the Memorial Hall 
•	 Arrival of Felsted School cadets 10.10am
•	 Short Service - Laying of wreaths and reading the names of the fallen
•	 Last Post and 2-minute silence
•	 Dispersal approx. 10.40am

The Royal British Legion will be open from 10am for tea and coffee.
 
New members are always welcome - just call in and 
request a membership application form.

Bury Chase, Felsted 
CM6 3DQ

01371 820847 
(during opening hours)

rblfelstedcommittee@gmail.com
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What's
On
OCTOBER NOVEMBER

S AV E  T H E  D AT E . . . E L F- H E L P ! 
This year we continue to offer a number of free festive celebrations for the 
community, but we need your help! These events require lots of helping hands in 
order to make the magic happen. If you have time to give on any of the dates marked 
above with an elf (or time to help, in general!) we'd love to hear from you. 

			     	      Please email felstedvolunteers@gmail.com 

DECEMBER

9
15
18
29 17

18

8

34
5
8

12
19
21
26

29

URC Social & Auction 
2pm (p14)

Felsted Talks
10am (p19)

Autumn Open Day & 
Rock Choir 11am (p22) 

Felsted Talks
10am (p19)

Police Beat Surgery
11am (p12) 

Parish Council Meeing 
6.30pm (p12)

Felsted Talks
10am (p19) 

Remembrance Day 
Service 10am (p6)

Felsted Talks
10am (p19) 

Felsted Talks
10am (p19) 

Xmas Craft Day
10am (p8)

Felsted Talks
10am (p19) 

Police Beat Surgery
11am (p12) 

Xmas Light 
Switch-On 5pm (p8)

Santa Sleigh
Time TBC (p8) 

Santa Sleigh
Time TBC (p8)

Christmas Music & 
Prose 2pm (p14) 

Police Beat Surgery
11am (p12)

Felsted Talks
10am (p19) 
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�e switching on of the Christmas tree lights will take place once again
this year, with Father Christmas attending to assist with the festivities.

In addition, on the evenings below, the Felsted Sleigh will
be out and about in the village and surrounding hamlets. 

�ursday 17th December 

Station Road, Chelmsford Road, 
Causeway End, Cock Green 

and parts of Bannister Green

We will be asking for donations to support this,
with proceeds split equally between the event

running costs, and local charities.

Friday 18th December  

Bannister Green, Watchhouse 
Green, Garnett's Lane, Felsted 

School & Village Centre

We look forward to visiting 
you and thank you for 

your support!

� � � �����
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Christmas in Felsted
FREE   FESTIVE PARISH EVENTS FOR ALL

christmas craft day
10am-2pm

saturday 21st november

Come & make your mark
on the parish tree!

at FELSTED URC
stebbing road cm63jdAll ages welcome



Here we are again, coming into Autumn, perhaps 
a little earlier this year, after our very hot summer. 
Heatwave after heatwave, to burn our grass to the 
colour of corn. The wheatfields collected; their corn it 
seemed earlier for the added worry of fires from the 
raging sunshine. 

But, as ever the flower tubs that fill the village have 
as always been watered and maintained by the kind 
village volunteers and WI ladies, who have worked 
hard to maintain the colours around our, what was 
once, green grass.

The WI have been busy through this period with many 
outings and activities, plus our annual Garden Party 
which was a great success with lovely foods provided 
by the members and a raffle with friendly chats and a 
quiz for fun.

Come and join us at the village hall on the 
second Wednesday of the month, 
where you are assured a warm and friendly 
welcome, with tea, coffee and great biscuits.

We are always here to welcome you and give 
friendship, so do come and say ‘Hello!’

Contact:
Diane Denny 01376 583994 
Hazel Fox 01371 820108

The Women's
Institute
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Holy Cross
Church

hello from holy cross church

Holy Cross Church has stood at the heart of our community since the 
12th century. The walls of our parish church are soaked in the prayers of 
generations before us, holding the memories of thousands of moments of 
celebration and sorrow.

Today, Holy Cross remains your parish church. Whether or not you identify as Christian or worship 
with us regularly, the building and its grounds belong to the whole community. It is a quiet place 
where you can find a few moments of peace, remember loved ones, or take time to pray - whatever that 
looks like for you - especially when life feels overwhelming or confusing.

I am delighted to share that after many years of being mostly closed during the week, Holy Cross is 
now open 7 days a week. This is how it always should have been, and my sincere thanks go to the 
wonderful team at Linsell’s, who kindly open the doors each morning for everyone’s benefit.

As you may know, the former main congregation at Holy Cross left the Church of England earlier this 
year following the retirement of Revd Colin Taylor. We wish them every blessing. 

Meanwhile, our 9am Sunday service has grown considerably over the past few months, and we remain 
fully committed to ensuring Holy Cross is always a place where everyone is welcomed. In the months 
ahead, we will begin the process of appointing a new Vicar as we look forward to the future. 

In the meantime, you are always welcome to pop in for a quiet moment, or to join us for our 9am 
Sunday service (which alternates weekly with Little Dunmow Church).

www.felstedchurch.org.uk
www.littledunmowchurch.org.uk

With all good wishes
Rev Tom Warmington,

Area Dean
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Parish
Council
News
new councillors
The Parish Council are delighted to announce that during their 
meeting on 2nd September 2026, Felsted residents Matthew Clarke, 
Ken Jadeja and Andrew Madders were voted onto the Parish 
Council. Between them they bring a wealth of experience and skills 
to the council. They were warmly congratulated by Chairman Roy 
Ramm before taking their seats. All councillors and PC staff look 
forward to working with them.

 

village show
Felsted Parish Council is putting together a volunteer organising 
group to help make a village show “happen” in Summer 2027. The 
PC would like to hear from any residents who would be happy to 
get involved in planning the show and helping to create a brilliant 
community event for all ages. No previous event experience 
is necessary, the PC are simply looking for people with ideas, 
enthusiasm and a little time to help. If you are interested in joining 
the organising group please email clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
to register your interest.
 

community litter pick
This was held on Saturday 25th July 2026. It was attended by 
approximately a dozen residents who collected numerous bags 
of litter from around the parish over a two hour period. The PC 
are very grateful to everyone who helped on the day. If anyone 
would like to litter pick their local area the PC have litter picking 
equipment that is available to borrow. Please contact the Clerk to 
arrange.
 

uk power networks
Residents are advised that at the time this article goes to print it is 
hoped that the Network Area Manager from UK Power Networks 
will be attending the Parish Council meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday 4th November 2026. This is being held in the URC Hall 
in Stebbing Road and commences at 6.30pm. Residents affected by 
the frequent power cuts experienced in Felsted are encouraged to 
attend.
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beat surgeries
PCSO Natalie Smith will be hosting beat surgeries at The Wood 
Cottage Tea Rooms on the following Thursdays: 29th October, 26th 
November and 3rd December 2026. These are held from 11am to 
midday. These drop in sessions are an opportunity for residents to 
speak with the local community policing team about any concerns 
that they may have, obtain crime prevention advice or simply stop by 
for a chat.
 

metal detecting
A local metal detectorist is looking for land (harvested/ploughed 
fields or empty grass lands and woodlands) on which to detect. Any 
horse shoes, keys etc that he finds are returned to the landowner and 
any valuable treasure is split with them 50:50. He is a member of the 
National Council for Metal Detectors and finds of value or those that 
are particularly old are disclosed to a Finds Liaison Officer. Any local 
landowners who may be interested in permitting metal detecting on 
their land are asked to contact Reece Gammons on 07947 703435 or 
to email him at reecegammons@hotmail.com
 

parish floral displays
The PC once again wish to express their thanks to all of the 
volunteers who look after the parish flower tubs. Despite the 
exceptionally hot and dry weather this year they have continued to 
look wonderful all summer. The effort that this must have taken has 
been noted and is greatly appreciated.
 

website
Residents are encouraged to sign up to receive up to date Parish 
Council news by registering for updates on the PC website 
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk
Enter your email address to receive automatic notifications by
email of all news articles as they are posted on the website
 

facebook
The PC now have a Facebook page.  
Please follow them at www.facebook.com/felstedpc 
to see up to date local information.

Clare Schorah                
Assistant Clerk to the Parish Council  

07751 565512     asstclerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
 

Heather Read 
Clerk to the Parish Council  

07719 552174     clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
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Felsted
Primary
School
At Felsted Primary School, we have been delighted to welcome the children back to 
school for the new year. We have been joined by our lovely, new reception class, who 
have settled in beautifully and look so grown-up in their new school uniforms.

Friday 11th September was an exciting day for our new reception, as they were joined by 
their parents for a phonics session followed by lunch at school. Great fun was had by all.

We have an exciting Autumn term planned with lots of special events. To kick off the
year, all the pupils will be taking part in anti-bullying workshops – a key focus for us
this year as we continually strive to provide a safe and supportive learning
environment for our young people.

Later in the term, we are looking forward to Sport’s Week, where our newly
appointed Sports Ambassadors will be leading the school in a range of sporting
activities. We are also looking forward to welcoming some of our talented parents
into school, who will be delivering a range of sporting workshops. The week will be
capped off with a basketball day, where all our pupils will be developing and refining
their basketball skills. We are always keen to hear from any members of our
community who could further help support us with delivering sport across the school.
October will see all the classes working hard to be ready for our Harvest Festival
performance, where we give thanks for the produce from the land. This year we will,
once again, be supporting Braintree Foodbank. We will be collecting food donations
the week beginning 5th October. If any Felsted residents would like to contribute,
please bring your donations to the school office.

As the weather changes and the nights draw in, our focus will of course turn to the
time of year that is extra special in primary schools - Christmas. Our youngest
children will be busy singing, dancing and acting in preparation for our eagerly
awaited Nativity performance. Whilst our older children will be showcasing their
singing at our Carol Concert, where we will be following tradition, and once again
performing at Holy Cross Church.

A key focus for us at Felsted is to raise awareness of how we can care for our
environment and we have a successful recycling programme in place. We are
collecting batteries, used printer cartridges and clothes / shoes / bags. If you have
any of these items you are looking to recycle, please bring to the school office
between 8.30am – 3.45pm Monday to Friday.

As a school we really value our wider community and we have been very fortunate in
recent years, as we have a fantastic team of volunteer readers in school. We would
love to hear from anyone who would be interested in coming into school for an hour
or two a week to listen to our children read, which greatly supports the development
of their reading.

We are all looking forward to this exciting term ahead!
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United
Reformed

Church

Hope everyone is well, and not too affected by the very hot weather that we have been 
experiencing recently. We must just hope that we don’t have a severe winter making it difficult 
for us to get out and about.

We have just celebrated our Harvest, where we had a Bring and Share Lunch, followed by an 
auction of the gifts received. The proceeds of which will be added to our donations that we are 
making to our two chosen charities this year.

As in past years we have helped the Dunmow Blind and Housebound Club celebrate their 
Harvest, by organising a short service for them with members of our congregation taking part.

On 9th October at 2pm, we will be holding a Social Afternoon, with an auction of donated 
gifts. Please come along and join us, meeting with friends old and new.

On 8th December we will be holding an afternoon of Christmas Music and Prose starting at 
2pm. Again, all are welcome to join us.

On 13th December at 10.30am we will be holding our annual Gift Service where we will 
be handing over cheques to our two chosen charities: Haven’s Hospice, a charity we have 
supported over a number of years, and the Myeloma Charity, in memory of our dear friend 
Vera Butcher, who was a faithful member of our congregation.

If you would like to come along to any of these events, or one of our Sunday morning services 
which start at 10.30am then you would be most welcome. (You might even get a cuppa.)

Any queries, please contact Diane on
01376 583994 or 07484 769360
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District
Councillor's
Corner
dear residents
      
“Have you had a quiet time this summer, John?”

This question was put to me recently by a couple of residents thinking perhaps that I would say “Yes – it’s 
been the summer and the Council is in recess”. The answer is actually very different and so, I thought I would 
provide readers with a short summary of my recent activity. 

WHAT DO I DO?

Uttlesford District Council (UDC) members typically meet about six times a year when all 39 Councillors 
attend in person in the Chamber at Saffron Walden. It is there that Cabinet Members present written 
reports upon the council policies and activities for which they are responsible and answer questions put to 
them by other Members and, on occasion, members of the public. I am one of six members of the Uttlesford 
Cabinet. It is this body that provides the policy steer required in the administration of Uttlesford and whose 
function is to agree and implement council policy across the entire range of its activities. We hold monthly 
cabinet meetings (which are held in public, broadcast live and recorded) in anticipation of which fortnightly 
informal briefings are held by us with relevant senior officers. 

Cabinet may be held to account not only by council but also by the Scrutiny Committee, which meets in 
public on about five occasions a year with its business also broadcast and recorded. My Cabinet Portfolio 
covers the District’s three Planning functions (Policy, Development Management and Building Control) and 
also Stansted Airport related matters. The Strategic Director for all these planning functions is one of four 
members of the UDC Senior Officer Executive Team and he reports to the Chief Executive.

 
 

 WILLOWS GREEN – UNAUTHORISED DEVELOPMENT

The major planning challenge for our parish this summer has been the wholly unauthorised development 
that took place on agricultural land at Main Road, Willows Green and which was undertaken wholly in 
the absence of any planning permission. The land does not have planning permission for development nor 
residential occupation. Understandably, it has caused very considerable upset and concern for residents 
living in that area. While UDC’s offices were closed over the first Bank Holiday in May, travellers obtained 
access to a field that they owned by cutting through a long standing hedgerow and, by use of heavy 
machinery and tipper lorries, deposited extensive hardstanding and installed fencing, drainage and other 
infrastructure to be used as 12 traveller pitches. They then brought on site a variety of mobile homes, 
touring caravans and other vehicles and took up residence. 
 
They did all this without applying for planning permission but have recently applied for “retrospective 
permission”. This breach of planning rules has led to enforcement action and the securing of a High Court 
Injunction by UDC against the travellers. I have attended court on three occasions in connection with the 
steps taken by UDC’s enforcement and legal officers at this location and also Milch Hill.
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Residents have expressed themselves very dissatisfied in the press and at recent UDC meetings at what 
they perceive to be slow action by UDC to stop and prevent this activity. Answering and solving this 
issue is very complex since it involves not only consideration of national and local planning policy, civil 
law and potential criminal sanctions arising under it in the High Court proceedings. The Parish Council 
and residents have been advised of these complexities, and this will continue to be the case. FAQs with 
current status reports are also included on the UDC website. 

I cannot emphasise enough however, that I wholly condemn the actions of the travellers in their efforts 
to develop this site and have objected to their planning application in the strongest terms. Such cynical, 
flagrant and deliberate flouting of the planning rules by them should not in my opinion be permitted to 
succeed. However, due process, like it or not, has to be gone through and UDC itself must “follow the 
rules” even if others do not. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION (LGR)

Compared with the significance of the planning issues described above, residents may think why does 
LGR merit any attention in this article. 

Well, it is very important in its impact since it affects all residents living in Essex as it relates to all its 
councils, including the County Council and the City and District Councils. It will be remembered that 
the current Government decided shortly after it was elected, that LGR would take place and unitary 
councils created in places where a “two tier” way of local authority government existed, including in 
Essex. After a huge amount of preparatory work and very substantial expense in readiness was incurred 
by these bodies, the government approved an arrangement for Essex whereby five unitary councils would 
be created county wide and come into operation from 2028. Uttlesford would under this scheme become 
one together with Epping Forest and Harlow Councils.

On 7th September, the Government had a complete change of policy and scrapped this plan (also that 
for Suffolk, Norfolk and Hants) so for the moment at least, it is “business as usual” and Uttlesford will 
continue and its functions and services will continue as before. The government has also confirmed that 
local elections in May 2027 will take place as usual. The government remains committed however to 
devolution and stated that it intends to review its recent decision, so it’s anyone’s guess as to what will 
come about in place of the scrapped LGR plan.

Uttlesford had not chosen to reorganise but were directed to do so by the Government and regrettably 
now considers that all of the LGR work undertaken in the past two years was a complete waste of time 
and money. 

Finally, if readers want to be kept up to date in detail concerning UDC business and national policies as 
they evolve, including especially in the planning field and LGR, then I recommend a read of the monthly 
District Councillors’ Report. This covers all these subjects and much more and a copy is to be found on 
the Felsted PC webpage. They go back every month as far as 2019 and it might be thought they are a real 
treasure trove to dip into to see how things move along!

If any resident has any questions or issues to raise on this article (or of course any other unrelated 
subject) I will be very pleased to hear from them. I am of course always ready to assist any resident who 
might have a question or other concern relating to Uttlesford business.

District Councillor John Evans                                                                
cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk 



Memorial
Hall
Hello everyone!

It seems ages since we last chatted, doesn’t it? I hope you’ve enjoyed the long, hot summer. I know 
some of us can’t tolerate the heat. As I’m writing this, it’s pouring with rain!

Now firstly, I have to give big apologies to three of our committee who I didn’t mention in my last 
article. Andy, Trevor and Lucy. So sorry, you three. Andy and Trevor are our “fabric” boys, and Lucy is 
our brilliant “ideas” girl.

The summer has been busy in the hall. The regular bookers have continued to attend and there have 
been lots of parties and celebrations, including a lovely wedding reception. Thanks to Sheila, our 
booking clerk, for overseeing and organising the bookings so efficiently. In the meantime, Andy and 
Nikki have been doing some work in the props store. Our panto props are now neatly stored in smart 
new wardrobes and Nikki knows the whereabouts of every costume! Woe betide if we move them! 

Andy has also been refurbishing the bar area. We have new worktops, sinks and a new water heater. 
All well overdue. There is still a bit of work to be done, but the bar is now more pleasant to use, and 
reaches hygiene standards. The Fern room (at the back) is about to get new curtains. Shirley has been 
beavering away researching fire proof sprays, hooks, tapes - you name it, she’s on to it! Thank you 
Shirley, can’t wait to see them up.

So, our lovely hall continues to tick along nicely. There are major servicing schedules due, the boiler 
being the main one and Taylor’s electrical safety checks. Then of course Panto rehearsals start in 
September. It’s taken most of the summer to write it, (with the help of creative wine!) The writing 
group are happy with the script, which is due to be revealed to the cast, who, of course, make it their 
own.

Lastly, I must mention our lovely Becky who keeps our hall spotless. She also waters our flower 
troughs outside which look beautiful. Thank you Becky.

Well, time I signed off. Take care of yourselves and stay safe.
‘Til next time.

Hazel Fox
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Willow's
Green

Protest
On 17th September, scores of residents protested outside Uttlesford District Council Offices 
calling for action to end the unapproved incursion by travellers at Willows Green.

Locals packed the public gallery at an extraordinary meeting of the council to hear the Chair of 
Felsted Parish Council, Cllr Roy Ramm, and six local residents tell the council about the serious 
harm caused to the community and demand action by UDC.

Residents angered by constant noise, pollution and intimidation complained that the Council’s 
out of hours emergency response was ineffective and had allowed the travellers’ unapproved 
development to be built. Speakers called for answers to why UDC had failed to stop the travellers 
and for urgent action to restore the site to a meadow.
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Felsted Talks
Felsted Talks is a friendly group meeting at the United Reform Church Hall in Stebbing Road.
Talks are on Thursday from 10am - 12pm and cost £10.

All talks are informal, and we cover a wide range of topics, and include free refreshments!

Our programme through the Autumn of 2026 includes:

Tony Tuckwell’s course “LONDON”  - running through to the second week of October. 

Andy Beharrell’s talk Platforms, Pirates and Pornography is on Thursday 15th October. He poses the question: "What 
connects Screaming Lord Sutch, Gianni Versace, the actor Ralf Little (Death in Paradise) and Doctor Who?" While this 
sounds like a question from Only Connect, the answer actually lies in local east coast waters - the Maunsell Forts.

Alison Baker will present a series of talks Mirror Image: Elisabeth Vigée-Le Brun in Paint & Prose. These will run 
for five consecutive Thursdays from October 29th through to November 26th. Elizabeth Vigée Le Brun was an 18th 
century artist, painting the aristocracy of France during the Revolution, and in the shadow of the guillotine. She 
created portraits for the nobility of Europe, and travelled to England. She also painted over 25 self-portraits, and 
wrote her memoirs.

All sessions are independent.

On December 3rd, 
Richard Bale will talk 
to us about Emperor 
Hadrian & Hadrian's 
Wall. Emperor Hadrian 
is famous for building 
Hadrian's Wall across 
Britain, rebuilding the 
Pantheon in Rome, and 
consolidating the borders 
of the Roman Empire 
instead of expanding 
them.

Further details of our 
group are on our website
www.felsted-talks.org.uk

If you have a query about 
our talks, please email
felstedtalks@icloud.com
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Befriending Support
Feeling lonely or isolated? Mind in West Essex offers a  
free Befriending Support Service for adults living in 
Uttlesford. We connect people with trained local 
volunteers for friendly chats and regular contact - by 
phone, online or in person.
 
We’re also looking for new volunteer befrienders.

If you can spare an hour or two a week, befriending  
is enjoyable, rewarding and a great way to support 
someone who may be feeling alone - as well as a  
lovely way to meet new people and make friends.

Find out more or 
get involved...

volunteering@mindinwestessex.org.uk 
www.mindinwestessex.org.uk/
befriending-support
 
0800 755 5173 

 Get Involved
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NEWS FROM THE GARDEN

The rains we finally received at the end of August and the promise of more in September
have refreshed the gardens a bit in time for a tranquil close to the season at the end of
October. Often full autumn colours don’t arrive until November, but they are already
starting, as many trees are preserving their strength by becoming dormant earlier than
usual. So, in October we will have the joys of kicking up golden brown leaves in the Lime
Wood at the same time as enjoying the last flowers of the season: the dahlias, the
hylotelephium (ice plant) and the michaelmas daisies. And of course the roses still, which
have flowered continuously, keeping our spirits up through this year’s hopelessly dry
summer.

At our 18th October Autumn & Halloween Open Day, visitors will be encouraged to really look 
at the huge variety of trees in the Gardens and appreciate the stories of who planted them, when, 
while also enjoying the Gardens at their spooky best. In the walled kitchen garden, the pumpkins 
have enjoyed the heat of the summer and already in August turned a vibrant orange. They aren’t 
huge - so visitors will need to be very precise to win the guess the weight competition! More 
squashes were still growing in September, so hopefully there will be lots to make soup for visitors, 
to use for craft activities for children and to sell.

Volunteers have worked hard to jam the 
fruits from the garden, so there will be a 
jam and jelly tombola, as well as other local 
produce and craft stalls. Children will love 
discovering the Halloween decorations 
around the Gardens, and the trail and 
family games. The Rock Choir will sing 
lots of our favourite songs from 12pm.

The Gardens are also open on Thursdays to 
the end of October, from 11.00 am to 3pm, 
last entry 2pm.

For further details, please look at our 
website www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Advance tickets for the Sunday Open Day 
can be bought (at a discount) through 
trybooking.com

Jill Goldsmith
September 2026
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100 Parishes
Society

At the beginning of September, The Hundred Parishes 
Society held its twelfth Annual General Meeting. 
Each year we have chosen a different venue so that we 
can introduce members to another location they may 
not have visited before. Last year, for example, we went 
to the museum in Saffron Walden where we were given 
an informative guided tour.

In 2026, it was the turn of Great Waltham, one of our 
largest parishes and in the far south-east corner of The 
Hundred Parishes. Before the meeting, I took some 
of our members on a short walk around the centre of 
Great Waltham village, pointing out a few of its many 
ancient buildings.

We passed the fascinating 16th-century private house 
called Badynghams, with four spectacular original 
chimney stacks, and then the war memorial where the 
36 men from the parish who died in the first world war 
and nine in WWII are remembered.

We moved on for a brief excursion into the Langleys 
estate, enjoying a view from the footpath of
its magnificent Grade I listed Georgian mansion, built 
in 1719 by the Tufnell family who still own it
today.

We then made our way to the parish’s Norman church, 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Lawrence. Church 
warden David Williams introduced the group to some 
fascinating features, especially the splendid Everard 
memorial which is 400 years old. 

Church historian Peter Wells was unable to join us but 
several members purchased copies of his excellent book 
about Great Waltham and its church, published within 
the last year.

Just a short walk took us back to the village hall for 
refreshments and the formal part of the AGM
where I and our chairman Douglas Kent were re-
appointed.

Where do you think we should go next year?
Ken McDonald, Secretary

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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COME AND
JOIN US!

JOIN THE
FOCUS
TEAM

felstedmagazine@gmail.com

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST by emailing
felstedwriters@gmail.com

FELSTED
WRITERS
CLUB

Do you love, or would you like, to write?

Are you interested in connecting with other local writers, 
for feedback on your ideas or to improve your writing skills?

Join us for coffee and a chat about all things writing, 
whatever your skill level and genre. No pressure to share 

your work, just come and enjoy good company and 
conversation with those who share your interest.

If you’d like to come along, or want 
to know more, just get in touch!

Are you a Felsted resident, who would like 
to contribute to our wonderful magazine?

Our editorial team is made up entirely of volunteers, 
and just like our beautiful parish, we’re looking to grow.

If you’re interested in getting involved, we’d love to speak to you!

Learn more about how you could help... 
No experience is necessary - just enthusiasm!

If you’d like more info, please get in touch!
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Stebbing
Tennis Club
Hello from Stebbing Tennis, your friendly local tennis club, located just a ten minute
drive from Felsted. We have three courts (two with floodlights), with two coaches and
lots of sessions for adults and children alike!

This summer has seen our courts busier than ever as members of all ages have
enjoyed a packed programme of tennis, coaching, competitions and social events.

One of this year's biggest success stories has been introducing our regular 
pickleball sessions. Led by Head Coach Mark Clark, the sessions have quickly 
become a favourite with both members and newcomers, offering a fun, sociable 
and easy-to-learn sport that has attracted players of all ages.

Our coaching programme continues to go from strength to strength. Weekly adult
coaching, Tennis Xpress courses, Cardio Tennis, ladies' mornings and social 
mix-ins have all enjoyed excellent attendance, while junior coaching and summer camps
have continued to introduce more local children to the game in a fun and supportive
environment.

We are especially proud to celebrate the achievements of one of our youngest
members. Maddie has recently been awarded the LTA Ratings Tournaments Silver
Award after competing in an incredible 286 competitive matches. She has also
secured a place on the prestigious Billericay Lawn Tennis Club National Pathway
Programme. It is a wonderful achievement and reflects the dedication, enthusiasm
and hard work she has shown both on and off the court.
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Ladies
in the
Blues

At the top end of the Essex Police hierarchy, is our new Chief Constable, Rachel Nolan.

Appointed to her post in July, Mrs Nolan has served Essex Police for more than 27 years and will become the 14th 
Chief Constable of Essex Police - also, the first woman to hold the rank in the Essex Force. Of the 43 police forces 
in England and Wales, only around 10 are led by female Chiefs, but the number is increasing.

In the summer, I met our dedicated PCSO, Natalie Smith. She is part of the Neighbourhood Policing team for our 
area, led by Chief Inspector Martin Richards. Some people think that PCSOs are volunteers; they’re not. PCSOs 
are paid members of the policing team, more akin to teaching assistants in schools or support workers in the NHS.   
Employed by Essex Police, they wear a distinct uniform and sit outside the sworn constable rank structure - they 
don't hold the office of constable.

Their role is essentially visible, community-facing reassurance policing and low-level problem-solving, freeing up 
warranted officers for more complex and enforcement-heavy work. PCSOs, of which there are fewer than 90 in 
the whole of Essex, have no power of arrest in the general sense and no power to use force to detain.  They can’t 
interview suspects under caution or enter premises without a warrant.

PCSOs are subject to the same professional standards and complaints framework as officers and are subject to 
sanction by the Independent Office for Polce Conduct (ICPO) jurisdiction applies. PCSOs generally aren't trained 
or authorised for control-and-restraint at the same level as constables.

Natalie shares her time between 
Felsted and several other parishes, 
including Stebbing, Takeley, Flitch 
Green and Great Dunmow. While you 
won’t see her routinely walking the 
beat in Felsted, she is always ready 
to help where she can, and she holds 
occasional surgeries in Woodley’s 
Tea Room.

The Parish Council has a good 
relationship with Natalie and we 
regularly pass on your concerns, mostly 
about the occasional instances of anti 
-social behaviour. You can contact the 
Neighbourhood Policing Team directly 
through the Essex Police website and of 
course use 999 in an emergency and on 
101 for non-urgent matters.27
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Saturday, 21 November, 7pm
Holy Cross Church, 
Station Road, Felsted
CM6 3DG

What3Words location:
///northward.legend.best

Musical Director: 
Thomas Duchan conducting 
Felsted Choral Society and full 
orchestra

Soloists
Soprano: Erin Alexander
Mezzo-Soprano: Emma Roberts
Tenor: Adam West
Bass: Tim Alexander

TICKETS

£22.50 Includes 
programme and
complimentary drink

Scan for Tickets

Under 18s FREE

Publicity: Tony Baker 07799 413191
Registered Charity No. 297351

Booking fee included: ticketsource.com/felstedchoralsociety 

Facebook.com/felstedchoralsociety
felstedchoralsociety@gmail.com





Local Services Directory

AL-ALON
An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES
133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050
DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138 
www.digigo.uk
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS
Essex County Councillor: 
Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk 
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510
District Councillors:  
Richard Silcock cllrsilcock@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

FELSTED PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Roy Ramm
Clerk: Heather Read
Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall, 
Stebbing Road CM6 3JD
Office Tel: 07719 552174
Office hours: Tuesdays: 10:00 - 12:30
email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS
The Surgery, Braintree Rd
Tel: 01371 820410
Out of hours:
John Tasker House: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY
and network emergencies
Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

HOSPITALS
Broomfield including Casualty
Tel: 01245 362000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
James Cleverly.
james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 

MEMORIAL HALL
Lettings - Sheila Kill
Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmemhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes
Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999
Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE
Felsted
Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600
Felsted Preparatory School:
Tel: 01371 822610
Felsted Primary School:
Tel: 01371 820215
Flitch Green Academy:
Tel: 01371 822330
Ford End C of E Primary School:
Tel: 01245 237209
Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:
Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club
Tel: 01371 821131
Felsted Little Acorns
Tel:  07759478103
Email: felstedacorns@aol.com

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
Tel: 03457 145 145

WATER
Affinity Water
Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 357240731



BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow     Tel 01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal 
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.
Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow.  Tel: 01371 874518

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD 
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration
and Hard Landscaping
Based in Bannister Green 
Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk
email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera 
inspection. Fully Insured. Work carried 
out safely from the ground. 01371 499730 / 
07734862839 www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

PHYSIO IN FELSTED
Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist 
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,
Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy
and Integrated Myofascial Release.
Tel: 01371 821063 • mob: 07958339574.
email physioinfelsted.co.uk

RPT Professional Chauffeur Service
Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk
01371 829353 • Mob: 07836 749367

LAPD PAINTING & DECORATING
Professional, cost-effective and 
courteous interior and exterior 
decorating service.
Member of the Painting & Decorating 
Assoc., Trading Standards ‘Buy with
Confidence and accredited 5+ years 
Dulux Select Decorator. Based in 
Felsted, fully insured, references 
available and staff have cleared DBS 
checks. 01245422829/0797 100 34 23 
www.lapdpaintinganddecorating.co.uk
lapd.essex@gmail.com

PLUMBING BY DODSON LIMITED
Your local plumbing experts.
Friendly, fully qualified, insured and 
experienced.
Covering emergencies to routine and 
specialist plumbing works
www.plumbingbydodson.co.uk
Call Nick on 0203 336 7362

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.
email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 • mob: 07951 349837

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
mob: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 •  mob: 07909 526713
email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com



Essex
Libraries

Looking for ways to keep the children 
entertained this October half term?  

Check out your local Essex library 
for a fantastic programme of family-
friendly activities. From spooky crafts 
and creative workshops to storytelling 
sessions and exciting events, there's 
something for children of all ages to 
enjoy. Spaces may be limited for some 
activities, so check what's on and book 
your place today!  

Did you know Essex Library Service 
offers a range of membership options 
to suit different needs? Alongside 
standard adult, child and young adult 
memberships, there are specialist cards 
for home educators, tutors, care homes, 
book groups, people with memory or 
print access needs, and those new to 
the UK. Membership is free, with access 
to books, e-books, e-audio, magazines, 
computers and more. 

Ask library staff to find the 
membership that's right for you. 

Immersive theatre project 'Katharine' 
comes to libraries. Discover an 
innovative theatre project exploring 
the life of Katharine of Aragon through 
immersive sound, live performance and 
interactive storytelling. Visiting libraries 
across Essex and Suffolk, this free 
experience includes audio installations, 
creative activities, artist talks and 
workshops. 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/the-katharine-project
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You often tell us how much you enjoy the FOCUS, and we have some wonderful 
volunteers. They give their time to write, photograph, layout, proof and deliver for 
us, but unless we can generate more income, we may not be able to continue. 
Please help us to continue your magazine and contribute what you can - even just £5 
per year per household would help keep us going. Every penny will be spent on 
printing and delivery.
Please send contributions to:
Parish Clerk, URC Hall, Stebbing Road, Felsted CM6 3JD 
or make a direct contribution to the Parish bank account at the address below.
Barclays Bank
Sort code 20-97-40  Accunt number  00393274
Please mark your contribution ‘FOCUS’
(Cheques payable to Felsted Parish Council)

FOCUS 
Funding
Appeal

ADR Services 
Landrscape & Garden

maintenance

Experienced,
fully qualified
and insured.

Call Andrew Richards 
07968778668

for fast and friendly
service.

adr.richards@btinternet.com

A single storey 
unfurnished one 
bedroomed bungalow 
set in a courtyard with 
six other properties. 
Set back from the main 
road with maintained 
gardens at the 
front, within walking 
distance to the village. 
Suitable for a single 
person, with a lounge, 
bedroom, fitted 
kitchen and bathroom 
with overhead shower 
and toilet.

Recently decorated and new carpets throughout.

Criteria
- Must be over 60 years of age
- Be able to live independently
- Should have some connection with Felsted  
   and have limited financial means
- No pets are allowed
 
Contact Tracy Eastop
01371 822600     
burspa@felsted.org

FELSTED
ALMSHOUSE

CHARITY
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Paula Gilfrin

Pilates Reformer/Tower classes

Pilates Matwork classes

Private Lessons on Pilates
Comprehensive Equipment

Enquire today
WhatsApp 07734106304 

pilateswithpaula@yahoo.co.uk

Pilates





chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 
Repairs
New Heating Systems
Plumbing Repairs
Electrical Services
Air-con & Renewables

 All calls are answered personally
 Confirmed bookings given
 No job too small!
 Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 
specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Skip dreadful A&E waits 
2. Bloods, ECG and referrals for scans 
3. Deeper than an NHS GP consultation 
4. Minor injuries and illnesses 
5. In-house Medical, Endocrinologist, 

Gastroenterologist & Rheumatologist 
6. Steroid injections, abscess drainage, 

catheters, wound stitches 
7. Cancer screenings and Lump removal 
8. IV hydration: avoid hospital admission  

 

 
 
 

Blood tests for Kidney, 
Liver, Anemia, Blood 
Cancer, Inflammation, 
Diabetes, Cholesterol, 
Gout, Iron and ECG for 

£150 
(usual price £270) 

DUNMOW PRIVATE MEDICAL CLINIC 
The Old Exchange, Mill Lane, Great Dunmow, CM6 1BG 
07593157425 (text 24/7) I www.dunmow-medical.co.uk 



Are you looking to make changes  
to improve your social, physical  

and mental wellbeing?

How do I access the support?
If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex 

T: 0300 303 9988  
(Monday to Friday from 8am – 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net

• Healthy living
• Quitting smoking
• Physical and mental   
 wellbeing
• Independent living
• Mobility and equipment
• Home adaptations

• Safety and security
• Looking after someone
• Social Inclusion
• Getting out and about
• Money worries

Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support  
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

THE SOCIAL PRESCRIBING COLLABOR ATION IN MID ESSEX



chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Installs, Servicing & 
Repairs
New Heating Systems
Plumbing Repairs
Electrical Services
Air-con & Renewables

 All calls are answered personally
 Confirmed bookings given
 No job too small!
 Work covered by  12-month
        guarantee

A trustworthy family run business 
specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.



Michael J Walsh
F U N E R A L D I R E C T O R S

a dignified and caring approach

Michael J Walsh Funeral Directors is a local family 
business that has been providing a professional, 
caring, dignified and an affordable service to the 

Great Dunmow area for over 100 years.

As well as providing traditional burial and cremation 
packages, in June 2022 we completed the building of 

Dunmow Crematorium, which we run alongside 
our established funeral services.

 

dunmow crematorium

£1125
Funeral Services from

Check out our cost estimator at

walshfunerals.com 01371 856274or phone us on  





A & W Gowers LTD
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at 
www.awgowers.co.uk

Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke 
joinery to the trade and public. 

Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors, 
furniture or to the largest orangery. 

Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail, 
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD 

detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows
Doors

Conservation
Gates
Stairs

Fitted 
Furniture
Kitchens

Wardrobes
Bookcases

...and much 
more



Free Estimates        All work guaranteed  
Over 30 years Experience
Honest & Expert Advice 

Home 01371 811308 • Mobile 07951 349837
RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com





OUR FULL RANGE IS
AVAILABLE NOW
Weekend hire rates available

01371 700727

FLOGAS SUPPLIER

Tool & Equipment Hire
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30-17:00

HIRE RANGE

Access equipment / Plant

Power & lighting / Electrical tools

Gardening equipment / Generators

Cement mixers / Building & decorating

Drilling / Breaking / Fixing

VISIT US

Unit 4, Hoblongs Industrial Estate

Chelmsford Road, Great Dunmow

CM6 1JA

SCAN ME

727 Tool Hire

MASTER UPHOLSTERERUPHOLSTERY BY L M JOHNSTON

MASTER UPHOLSTERER

FELSTED
BASED

Modern & 
Traditional 
Upholstery

Upholstery by
L M JOHNSTON

info@lornamasterupholsterer.co.uk
www.lornamasterupholsterer.co.uk

07902222347




