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JOIN THE
FOGUS

TEAM

Saturday 21st March
8.30-10.30am

The Hub at Sparlings Farm, Felsted CM6 3LB

FELSTED
WRITERS

CLUB

Saturday 28 March
8.30-10.30:am
The Hub at Sparlings Farm, Felsted CM6 3LB

COME AND
JOIN US!

Are you a Felsted resident, who would like
to contribute to our wonderful magazine?

Our editorial team is made up entirely of volunteers,
and just like our beautiful parish, we're looking to grow.

If you're interested in getting involved, we'd love to meet you!

Join us for coffee, and to learn more about how you could help...
No experience is necessary - just enthusiasm!

If you'd like to come along, or for more info, please get in touch!

RSVP to
felstedmagazine@gmail.com

Do you love, or would you like, to write?
Are you interested in connecting with other local writers,
for feedback on your ideas or to improve your writing skills?

We'd love to welcome you to our first informal meeting of 2026!
Join us for coffee and a chat about all things writing,

whatever your skill level and genre. No pressure to share your
work, just come and enjoy good company and conversation
with those who share your interest.

If you'd like to come along, or just want
to know more, just get in touch!

RSVP to
felstedwriters@gmail.com
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Note from the Editor

As we move out of winter and begin to look towards
spring, it feels like a good moment to pause, take
stock, and look ahead to what the coming months
might bring for Felsted. Christmas and the New Year
are now behind us, but the sense of connection they
bring doesn’t have to be. In villages like ours, it's the
everyday moments - the events, the conversations,
the shared projects - that really shape how it feels to
live here.

This edition looks forward to the season ahead,

with news, plans, and opportunities to get involved
in village life. Whether it's trying something new,
supporting a local group, or simply turning up and
saying hello, every small contribution helps keep the
parish thriving.

Thank you, as always, to everyone who contributes,
reads, and supports this magazine. Here’s to brighter
days, lighter evenings, and a busy, hopeful spring

ahead.
¢ (Hfxndety

felstedmagazine@gmail.com



Felsted Friendship Club

The members of Felsted Friendship Club would like to wish everyone a
happy and healthy 2026.

We have had a busy and enjoyable autumn, starting in September with
Andy's Vocals. Andy Farrow, who comes from a local family, entertained
us with songs old and new, from ballads to rock'n’roll. We were tapping
our feet and singing along, and we all had a great afternoon.

October’s talk was Days of Dolly Blue and Izal by Brian Carline. Retired
Headmaster Brian recalled the products that our mothers used when
we were young, and told us tales of the antics he and his friends got up
to when they were boys. Amid much laughter, this brought back
memories of our own childhoods as we could all remember getting into
similar scrapes to his.

Also in October we had an outing to Hunter's Meet. Our coach arrived at
Hatfield Heath in time for a two course luncheon, with desserts to follow
if we wanted them. Then there was an afternoon of music, singing and
dancing, and we arrived back in Felsted in time for tea. We all had a
great day out.

Saturday, 1st November was our Coffee Morning held in the Memorial
Hall. There were stalls of tombola, bottle tombola, cakes, books and
puzzles, guess the weight of the cake and the number of sweets in a jar,
plus a raffle for which we received prizes from several local people and
businesses. Thank you to everyone for your support; we raised almost
£400 for our club funds..

Future meetings
B 6 January — Cookery Demonstration - Alice MclLaren
B 20 February - Keep Fit in your Chair - Karen Wheatley

If you are interested in coming along to one of our meetings,
please do contact Diane Denny on 01376 583994 or
Sue King 01371 821411.

The Club usually meets every third Friday of each month in the
Memorial Hall at 2.15 pm, unless stated otherwise. New members
are always welcome.

Felsted WI

Winter seems to be creeping up now, with dark evenings, misty
mornings and a definite chill in the air.

Our ladies have had an enjoyable time learning how to make
festive autumn wreaths. A picture of some of the ladies with their
attractive finished articles below.

We also had a visit from a lady called Sandra Gold-Wood, who told
us the true stories of the Canary Girls, from WW1and WW2, who
helped make bombs and munitions for the war effort with dan-
gerous chemicals that would stain their skin and hair yellow.
Sometimes causing illnesses to them, also, explosions that could
kill them, after making and handling these different chemicals.

We were so moved by Sandra‘s story that we included a yellow
poppy in our WI wreath this year at the memorial.The lady

herself has written a book about these brave women, who are not
remembered in November, as many other groups are. Therefore,
we will remember them each year for their unsung courage, by
adding a yellow poppy to our wreath.

For more information please contact Penny Lewison 07825 312829




Felsted Memorial Hall

How are you all?

| hope you enjoyed the festivities and New Year. It soon goes
doesn't it.

The Memorial Hall has been busy over the holiday period. There was a
lovely Christmas Fayre on the 7th December, raising funds for the
Ronald McDonald children’s charity. Lots of people braved the chilly
rain but found a warm welcome and hot food to buy. Santa was very
busy too! Outside was a Shetland pony and his owner. The pony was
cleverly disguised as a reindeer, but he didn't like it and kept shaking
the headdress off!

The Friendship club held their coffee morning and Christmas buffet
lunch, both a great success.

Some groups closed down over the Christmas holiday, but all have
resumed normal service and party bookings have picked up too.

Of course panto rehearsals carried on, and as | write this, we are
preparing for our 4 performances at the end of January and
beginning of February. Both Saturday nights have sold out and there
are a few tickets left on both Fridays. All proceeds go to the upkeep of
the Memorial Hall.

There is still a lot of work to be done in the hall. The bar and Hauxwell
area will be refurbished and what was the Committee room, is going
to be transformed into a props and costume room. The committee
do this themselves, and as most of them work full time, progress is
slow! Thank you to the committee for working so hard.

Well spring is just around the corner, lets hope for some better
weather! If you, or someone you know have a party in the planning,
don't forget to give us a call for our excellent venue.

Take care of yourselves. Until next time.

Hazel Fox

Felsted Holy Cross Church

UNDAY

EN CO TY HALL

9AM SERVICES ON THE 2ND, 4TH & 5TH SUNDAYS

WWW.FELSTEDCHURCH.ORG.UK



United Reformed Church

Dear Friends,

| hope it's not too late to wish everyone a happy and healthy 2026.
We had a very successful 2025 which enabled us to give donations
of £500.00 each to our chosen charities - MIND and Havens
Hospice.

We held our Gift Service on the 14th December, when
epresentatives from the 2 charities received the cheques

and told us how our donations helped them to continue their
great work.

We also continue to support Braintree MENCAP, a local charity

we have supported for well over 40 years, by presenting the

with gifts from under the Christmas tree for their parties and coffe
mornings, and a financial donation of the offertory from that
morning.

Although we are a Village Church, we rely on our dedicated team
of volunteers, to enable us to hold social events, Church breakfasts,
coffee mornings and even Do It Yourself services on occasions. If
you would like to join us for any of these events, then please
contact the number below for more details.

Our next Church breakfast is on the 8th March at 10.30am which
will be followed by a short service, and the next social event will be
our Games and Quiz afternoon on the 27th March at 2pm, when
we will be serving pancakes.

At this moment in time, we still have to make the decision as to
whether our Church will be joining the URC Mission Partnership —
this is a group of local Churches who if joined together, could help
each other in the future.

The Women's Guild sessions start on the 2nd March at 2pm and
then continue weekly, until the end of October — the programmes
will include speakers, entertainers and refreshments.

Any queries please contact

Diane 01376 583994



10

Felsted Parish Council

Inconsiderate Parking

Over the past few months the PC have received various complaints
about vehicles parking in a manner that inconveniences others.
When you park please do take care that you are not leaving your
vehicle in a way that will restrict the visibility of others or that will
block the pavements. In order to ensure the safety of pedestrians
enough space needs to be left for those in wheelchairs or pushing
buggies to pass without having to enter the road in order to do so.
The PC thanks you for your cooperation in this matter.

Equipment Repairs

At a recent PC meeting repairs to various items were discussed. An
attendee at the meeting later said that they had never thought
about who it was who dealt with things like that. They thought it
would be nice to let residents know that it was the PC. So...if you
suddenly notice that the roundabout has stopped grinding, a bench
has been repaired or a bin replaced please be aware that these are
just a few of the functions fulfilled by the PC.

Old Telephone Exchange on Chelmsford Road

Many residents will have noticed that the frontage of this building
(which had been looking extremely shabby) has now been completely
refreshed. This followed on from extensive dialogue between the PC
/ BT with the PC requesting that BT smarten up the building.

The PC were delighted with the eventual outcome.

Public Coffee Morning

The PC are planning to hold a coffee morning one Saturday in the
Spring and they would be delighted to meet as many residents as
possible. Please drop by to discuss any concerns or simply to say
hello, have a cup of coffee and meet members of your local Parish
Council. The date once set, will be advertised on the PC notice
boards, their website and Facebook Page. Please do keep an eye out
for it.

Felsted Parish Council

Website

Residents are encouraged to sign up to receive up to date Parish
Council news by registering for updates on the PC website
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk.

Enter your email address to receive automatic notifications by email
of all news articles as they are posted on the website.

Facebook
The PC now have a Facebook page. Please follow them at
www.facebook.com/felstedpc to see up to date local information

Clare Schorah Assistant Clerk to the Parish Council
Phone: 07751565512 Email: asstclerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

Heather Read Clerk to the Parish Council
Phone: 07719 552174 Email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

Felsted United Charities

Felsted United Charities is a charitable organisation set up
many years ago. The charitable objects of the Trust are for
‘the benefit of persons resident in the Parish of Felsted
and who are over sixty years of age,

OR who are suffering from any iliness, disability,
disablement orotherwise in special need'.

Should you wish to apply for support from the charity,

application forms will be available at Felsted Post Office
from Monday 1 December 2025.

1



Recipe:

Rhubarb, Rose & Pistachio Crumble

Looking for ideas for what to cook with in-season vegetables and
fruit this winter?

Seasonal ingredients include a glittering display of seafood, from
mussels to mackerel, as well as fabulous greens, like curly kale
and purple sprouting broccoli. Desserts are bright and beautiful,
especially with a game-changing February ingredient like tender
rhubarb.

Ingredients (Serves 4)

10 green cardamom pods

800g rhubarb, sliced into 2cm pieces
120g soft light brown sugar

1tsp rosewater

80g unsalted butter, chilled and cubed
80g plain flour

40g oats

2 tbsp sesame seeds

40g shelled pistachios, roughly chopped
Custard, ice cream or cream to serve

Method:

1. Bash open the cardamom pods and discard the green husks.
Use a pestle and mortar to grind the black seeds to a powder, then
put them in a small pan with the rhubarb, 40g of the sugar and
the rosewater.

Bring to a simmer and cook for 5 minutes — the rhubarb should be
just softening but holding its shape.

Transfer to a baking dish.
Heat the oven to 160°C fan/Gas mark 4.

Rub the butter into the flour until it's a coarse rubble, then stir in
the remaining 80g sugar with the oats, sesame seeds, pistachios
and a pinch of salt. Sprinkle this topping evenly over the rhubarb.

Bake for 20-25 minutes until golden and crisp on top.

Serve with custard, ice cream or pouring cream. Or all three!

2
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Discover and Support
Felsted Nature Area

Felsted Nature Area is a 40-acre green
space behind Station Road, owned by
the Parish Council for the enjoyment
and benefit of our local community.

Managed to promote biodiversity, it is
made up of two large, open grassland
areas with public access and the
‘restricted access’ Felsted Fen -a
protected Local Wildlife Site and
priority habitat, bounded by the River
Chelmer and Stebbing Brook

With well-marked paths, a rich biodi-
versity and easy accessibility, the
Nature Area is a favourite with walkers, dogs and families alike. Parking
is available at the Tanton Road car park in Flitch Green (courtesy of Flitch
Green Parish Council) and it's a short walk across the bridge.
Pedestrian access is also available from Station Road.

Current projects

Our Parish Council is committed to improving the Nature Area for the
benefit of the flora, fauna and our local community. Guided by Essex
Ecology and a team of wildlife experts, we're putting together a thorough
management plan. Regular site visits, surveys, hundreds of newly planted
trees and bushes plus grants have all helped us transform each
habitat—wetland, river, grassland, fen, ancient woodland, and scrub—so
it can thrive for both wildlife and people.

Up to now, much of the maintenance has been done by contractors, but
we are increasingly managing it ourselves with volunteers, working
alongside local experts.

How to get involved

Ready to make a difference in your community and local environment?
There's a role for everyone, whether you're passionate about wildlife, love
the outdoors, or simply want to meet new neighbours.

Volunteer: Take part in organised ‘work party’ days—no experience
needed! Help with regular maintenance and habitat management.

Share your vision: Join our steering group for guided walk-rounds
and planning. Contribute your ideas for recreation, education and
conservation.

Discover and Support
Felsted Nature Area

Participate in surveys: Help us monitor birds, butterflies, wild
flowers and more.

Report: Simply lend us your eyes and ears. If you visit the Nature
Area and notice any maintenance issues or evidence of antisocial
behaviour, please let us know by contacting the Parish Clerk at
Felsted Parish Council.

Attend events: Join our Spring meeting (date to be advised) to
discover more about the history, ongoing works and future plans
for the Nature Area.

To register your interest in volunteering and to stay updated about
meetings and future events please email the Parish Clerk, to join our
mailing list.

We look forward to welcoming you—together, we can ensure Felsted
Nature Area remains a vibrant coommunity resource for generations to come!

Contact Information

Felsted Parish Clerk:

Email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
Tel: 07719 552174

« Monday 9-10am: Cardio Tennis

+ Wednesday 9-10am: Cardio Tennis
« Wednesday 7-9pm: Squad Training Tennis XPress: 6-week
« Thursday 9-11am: Ladies Tennis
« Friday 9-10am: Cardio Tennis

« Private Lessons

Adult Coaching
Mark Clark
07713 626239

Junior Coaching
Ashleigh Draper
07966 502834

« Group Sessions for ages 4 to 16 on
Tuesdays & Fridays 4-7pm

« Performance Group Weds 6-7pm

« Junior League Matches

« Sunday Tournaments

« Holiday Camps

New for 2026!

new to tennis course
Weds 10.30-11.30am
or Friday 7-8pm

Adult Tennis

‘l’ Thursdays 5.30pm onwards: Club Mix-In ‘l‘
7 Sundays 10.30am-1.00pm: Club Mix-In S
2> League Teams (Essex Small Clubs, Halstead & District & Essex County) 2>

Friendly Club Tournaments & Championships
Socials and Fund Raising Events

A fun and welcoming club with 3 courts (2 floodlit)

*Affordable Adult, Junior & Family memberships* f stebbingtennisclub.co.uk

15



Largely through a generous contribution from the parish council and
by selling advertising space we have just about been able to deliver
our magazine to over 1100 homes in the parish four times a year free
of charge. We've asked before for a small contribution butonly a
handful - a baby-sized handful - make regular donations. So far this year,
we've received just £35!

You often tell us how much you enjoy the FOCUS and we have some
wonderful volunteers who give their time to write, photograph, layout,
proof and even deliver for us but, unless we can generate more
income, we may not be able to continue.

So, please help us to continue your magazine and contribute what
you can, even just £5 per year per household would help to keep us
going. Every penny will be spent on printing and delivery.

Please send your contribution to the Parish Clerk, URC Hall, Stebbing
Road, Felsted, CM6 3JD or you can make a direct contribution to the
Parish's bank account at the address below.
Barclays Bank

Sort code: 20-97-40 - Acc No: 00393274 EMMOUN ‘94!!’“&
Please mark your contribution ‘FOCUS’

Cheques made payable to "Felsted Parish Council"

FELSTED

Fixed free prices as per the website, you can pay monthly
or ad-hoc, whichever suits.
Established 2009 and fully qualified.

Please phone Roy for a chat on

07702 555499 or 01371 532451

or visit:
www.sturgessonline.co.uk
The Manor House - Station Road - Felsted - CM6 3EZ
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New Car Park/Felsted Primary School

Felsted Parish Council is pleased to advise that a new 90 space
car park for the use of Felsted Primary School is nearing
completion.

This is being delivered as part of the Sunnybrook housing
development following negotiations with the Felsted
Neighbourhood Plan Group and should alleviate the twice-daily
traffic and parking congestion that has historically occurred around
the primary school.

Following some legalities that need finalising, on completion the
car park will be transferred into the ownership of the Felsted
Community Trust. The trust has agreed licence conditions with
the primary school, allowing them use of the car park (at no cost)
for parking and child drop-off and collection.

With the co-operation of Uttlesford District Council, a financial
contribution towards the provision of future maintenance costs
was secured from the developer, Troy Homes, as part of the
planning approval.

As soon as the legalities and transfer to the Felsted Community
Trust is complete, Felsted Primary School will be able to announce
the opening of the car park. Access will be via Foxglove Place, the
new road leading into the Sunnybrook Development.

17
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Felsted Primary School

We have lots of good news to share! Firstly, we are delighted to
announce that we have successfully applied for an inclusion grant
from the local authority. We have secured £20,000, which will help
us create an outdoor classroom and sensory garden. We are
thrilled that our children will now have this designated space, with
work set to begin over the February half-term.

Our second piece of wonderful news
relates to OPAL (Outdoor Play and
Learning). OPAL is a school improve-
ment programme focused on transform-
ing playtimes by giving children more
freedom, choice, and resources (both
natural and man-made) for creative,
active play. This leads to better social
skills, well-being, risk management, and
reduced behavioural issues, recognising
play as crucial learning time, not just
downtime. We have been part of OPAL
for a few years and achieved Platinum
status in 2023. Recently, we were audited as part of the reaccredita-
tion process. Not only did we maintain our Platinum status, but our
audit score also improved from 85% to 97%.

Please see the feedback from our OPAL assessor:

"What a wonderful achievement. | could not be more proud of
the dedicated and sustainable play offer the Working Group, Play
Team, and whole school continue to provide and create at Felsted
Primary School. The environment you have created is truly
child-led, engaging, creative, and filled with happiness.

It was an absolute joy to see your playtimes in action. There was so
much amazing play happening at lunchtime. | particularly liked
watching the children bug hunting and using the large loose
parts. It was wonderful to see so many children having such a
lovely lunchtime. It's great to see how the school has developed a
variety of areas to provide problem-solving and critical thinking
opportunities for all children, as well as places for rest and relaxation.

The ability of your play team and all of your children to
comprehensively demonstrate the Benefit-Risk process is
impressive and well embedded in daily school life.

Felsted Primary School

You have created a happy, joy-filled environment for the children at
your school and should be really proud of your achievement.

You are now in the top 1% of primary schools in the country who
have achieved an OPAL Platinum award, a huge accolade and
testament to the quality of your play provision."

We are feeling very positive following these two great pieces of
news and are excited to start working on our school singing
concert themed "Be Positive!" We are currently working towards
our Arts Mark award, which has given us the opportunity to review
and develop the arts in our school. The Drama Club is working on
The Snow Queen, which will be presented at the end of term.
Additional events include a photography exhibition, and our
annual art exhibition.

The children and staff continue to put their all into making the
school a fantastic place to be!

Mrs Bryony Collins (Headteacher)
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Citizens Advice

Start the Year Organised

Kick off January with a few quick checks that can save money and
stress:

v/ Check your tax code is correct.

v/ Ensure you're being paid at least the National Minimum /Living
Wage.

v/ Note renewal dates for energy, broadband and mobile contracts.
v/ Review any benefits or support you may now qualify for.

v Seta simple budget for the year.

If you're looking for local help or coommunity support services, you can
easily find what's available through essexfrontline.org.uk, the county's
online platform for quickly finding and accessing local health and
wellbeing services.

Uttlesford Citizens Advice is here if you need free, confidential
guidance on money, benefits, housing or work issues

To speak to one of our friendly advisers
Call: 01799 618840
Email: help@uttlesfordca.org.uk.

www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

Are you new to the Felsted and Dunmow area and want to
meet local people? Maybe you are looking for a new hobby. Are
you no longer in full-time employment? If so, now is the time
to make the most of life in your 'third age'. Dunmow u3a gives
you the chance to develop your interests, make new friends
and enjoy yourself.

On Wednesday 29 April, Roger Hance will be
taking us on a photographic journey showing us
‘The Secret Life of a Wood. When we walk
through a typical broad-leafed woodland, we do
not always see the breadth and diversity of the
wildlife which live there. This talk shows some of
the birds, mammals, insects, wildflowers and
fungi that can be found there which, although
present, are not always visible until we look more closely.

On Wednesday 27 May, Graham Short will open
our eyes to ‘My Life as a Micro-Artist’. Graham Short
is known for engraving The Lord’s Prayer on a speck
of gold inside the eye of a needle, and the words,
'Nothing is Impossible' along the sharp edge of a
razor blade! He has appeared in many radio and
television programmes in Britain and internationally, and has been
the subject of a Discovery Channel documentary.

A month later, on Wednesday 24 June, after our
short AGM, Roger Browne, acclaimed jazz musician,
will entertain and enlighten us with the story
behind ‘The King's Tiger Rag'. The role that King
George V played in bringing Traditional Jazz to
Britain in 1919 with The Original Dixieland Jazz
Band, how society in Britain was never to be the
same again and the unlikely link with Queen
Mary's Needlework Guild! Illlustrated with live playing, on piano, of
the Original Dixieland Jazz Band's greatest hits.

All our monthly meetings take place at Foakes Hall,
Dunmow CM6 1DG 1.30pm for 2pm start.

To find out more, email:
membership@dunmowu3a.org.uk
or visit: www. dunmow.u3asite.uk
Registered charity number: 1168310
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Puzzle Page

Giant Sudoku

This is a more extreme example of the standard Sudoku - the 16x16
puzzle is very similar to standard 9x9 grid, but instead of using the
numbers 1-9, we also use the letters A, B, C, D, E, F and G. Each row,
column, and 4x4 region must contain one and only one of these.
You can use all of the same techniques that you would use on a
standard 9x9 Sudoku, but it is a bigger puzzle, and will take you

longer!
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Puzzle Page
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A REVOLUTION AHEAD ??!! Local Government Reorganisation

Dear Residents

No, there is no need to take to the barricades but Yes, it is the case
that radical change (the first for 50 years) to the way that Local
Government in Essex is organised is around the corner. This is not
something that either your District nor County Councillors have
decided should be imposed upon you but is the result of a policy
decision taken by Government. This will affect several “Shire
Counties”, not just Essex. It will, however, come as some surprise to
many residents since this was not anticipated in the Government's
Pre-Election 2024 Manifesto.

Under it, Essex County Council will disappear and be replaced by a
Greater Essex Mayoral Authority, for which a Mayor will be elected
in 2028, when Uttlesford District Council (along with all the other
District Councils in the County) will be replaced by a new Unitary
Authority. The question as to by which Unitary Authority and how
it will be made up is explained below.

What does this mean for us here in Felsted? Well, for the Parish
Council, it will be “business as before” since its status and
constitution will not be affected.

The Unitary Authority created to replace Uttlesford will provide
residents with not only all the services, including social housing,
that Uttlesford currently provides but it will also supply residents
with schools and education services as well as the adult and
young persons’ care, currently provided by Essex County Council.
The Government's aim is to centralise such services in the hands of
Unitaries, rather than have some provided by County and others
by District Councils, as at present.

The Government asked Essex County and District Councils to
submit their business cases for the creation of Unitaries by the
end of September 2025. That was done. It will now be the
Government (not the Councils themselves) who will later this
Spring decide their number and make up.

What was Uttlesford’s preference? | am pleased to say that there
was majority agreement reached across the political floor at the
Council meeting held last September (24 members in favour, 4
against and 5 abstentions) which was to support, along with nine
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other District Councils in the County, the creation of five Unitaries.
Essex CC and two other Districts (Epping and Braintree) by con-
trast favoured the creation of only three.

If the five Unitary model were to be approved, it would mean that
the present Districts of Uttlesford, Epping Forest and Harlow
would join together to form one Unitary Authority (“West Essex
Council”) representing some 320,000 people. The business and
spatial logic of this structure is derived from the common link
provided by the M11 corridor and the significance of Stansted
Airport as an economic driver for the three constituent parts. If the
three Unitary model promoted by Essex CC were to be favoured by
the Government, Uttlesford would instead be joined together with
Braintree, Colchester and Tendring Councils, making up a Unitary
in excess of 620,000 residents (“North Essex Council”).

| personally consider that for our residents, the North Essex model
would provide a greater risk of diminished democratic input. Our
voice would be less likely to be heard within such a large Council
representing so many people. Also, we have seen Braintree, Col-
chester and Tendring Councils previously acting together, about
10 years ago, in what might have appeared to our residents then
to be a “predatory” manner in that they promoted the develop-
ment of 10,000 new houses in what was to be called “West of
Braintree Garden Community” (actually mainly at Andrewsfield).
Not only would this have directly affected Great Saling and Steb-
bing for the worst but also Felsted by the resulting change of local
character and adverse burden on local infrastructure. A repeated
threat of this scenario could better be resisted by combining with
Epping Forest and Harlow, the latter of which wants development
to come its way.

At a local level, under the five Unitary model, there would be 83
Councillors required, of whom 25 would represent Uttlesford
electors. This compares with the total of 43 currently representing
Uttlesford. Our ward of Felsted and Stebbing would be reorgan-
ised and made up by a new combined ward of Felsted, Stebbing,
Flitch Green and Little Dunmow, with two councillors likely to be
required, ie one councillor for 3,000 voters. Under the three Uni-
tary model, there would be fewer councillors elected, amounting
to about one for 4,800 voters. So, all proposed arrangements
would involve a reduced level of democratic accountability in the
sense of there being fewer elected councillors than at present but

this would be significantly more the case in the three Unitary
model than the five.

If any resident has any questions or issues to raise on this article
(or of course any other subject) | will be very pleased to hear from
them. A detailed monthly report to Felsted Parish Council is
available, authored by me since being elected as your District
Councillor in May 2019, through the link appearing under the
Minutes of each Parish Council meeting. This contains up to date
information as to what is going on in the District policy wise and |
encourage readers to spare time to read and | hope enjoy it !

Jobhne BEvouns
District Councillor
E: clirevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
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The Hundred Parishes

The Hundred Parishes Society is not a church or religious
organisation but we encourage visits to churches because they are
often the oldest and most interesting building in any community.
Most of our churches are open regularly and welcome visitors.

Our website www.hundredparishes.org.uk has many short articles,
including some about various aspects of churches including bells,
clocks, memorials, poppyheads, spires, towers and windows. We
recently added an article about church fonts, some of which appears
in the next few paragraphs.

Fonts hold holy water which is used to ‘baptise’ people, an initiation
into the Christian faith. They are often situated near the church
entrance. Our local churches have a great variety of fonts, usually
made of stone. For example...

St. George's church in Anstey has an 1ith-century font that is rare in
that it is decorated with mermen (the male equivalent of mythical
mermaids) holding their tails.

Thorley church has a 12th-century font. It was removed from the
church and for many years was used as a drinking trough on a
nearby farm before being reintroduced into the church in 1855. Its
ornate cover was designed by George Gilbert Scott, a prolific architect
known mainly for his work designing and renovating churches and
cathedrals.

Chickney church has a carved stone font from the 14th century. The
bowl is lavishly decorated including shields bearing the coats of arms
of local Braybrook and Fitzwalter families.

Debden’s 18th-century font is made of Coade stone and is richly
decorated with roses and heraldry.

Over the last couple of years, | have been giving a talk entitled “A peek
inside some Hundred Parishes churches” to local groups. The talkis a
PowerPoint presentation with many photos. If your group might be
interested, please contact me on hundredparishes@btinternet.com

Ken McDonald,
Secretary
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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We're looking to speak to people in West
Essex to hear your thoughts about:

Understandings of ageing and frailty
Experiences of ageing and frailty
Care preferences and planning
Information and resources

Anything else you would like to share

(\ 07742 072740

D lily.boag@healthwatchessex.org.uk

Register your
interest here:

. n :
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Get reading this winter!

Take part in Essex Library Service’s exciting reading
challenges this winter!

For children: The Winter Reading Challenge

Children can meet six adorable ‘Pawfessionals’ and enjoy a
mix of reading and creative activities free of charge. If you
finish, you can enter a prize draw to win some amazing goo-
dies, including children’s Kindles!

For adults: Winter Reading Bingo

Expand your reading list with 16 inspiring prompts in the on-
line Winter Reading Bingo. Complete a line of four and enter
the prize draw to win book vouchers worth up to £100 or a
book bundle!

Start your winter reading adventure today! Both challenges will
run until 22 February.

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/digital-content/winter-reading-challenge/childrens-

-challenge
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/adult-winter-bingo-challenge-2026

Find out more about the Winter
Reading Challenge 2026

Play Reading Bingo online!
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Free events for February half term!

Explore
events
near you!

From themed crafts and activities to author events, dogs,
and the Winter Reading Challenge, there are plenty of ways
to keep your little ones entertained over half term at your
local library.

Become an Ocean Explorer, interview a police officer, enjoy
tales of a mind-reading sausage dog, and much more!

Link: https://library-events.essex.gov.uk/search

Book of the Month - February

The Book of the Month for February
is A Cold Wind from Moscow by Rory
Clements.

A top-secret nuclear scientist, a
South London criminal gangster
and a Russian hitman are part of the
enthralling eighth instalment in the
Tom Wilde spy thriller series.
Download it free with your library
membership

Link: https://library-events.essex.gov.uk/even-
t2id=239071

Listen to A Cold Wind from Moscow.
Read A Cold Wind from Moscow.

KITCHEN 725952

IT AIN’T EASY BEING CHEESY beef patty, cheese, salad £5

THE PATTY WAGON double beef patty, double cheese, salad £6.50
BOB MARLEY beef patty, cheese, cajun spice, reggae sauce, salad £5.50
THE OINKSTER £5.50

beef patty, cheese, bacon, salad

THE PEPPER PIG £7.50
beef patty, pulled pork, cheese,
bbq sauce, salad

PLAIN JANE £4.50
beef patty, salad

THE CHICK MAGNET £5.50

battered chicken fillet, mayo, salad & L

CHICKY CHUNKS £5
6 chicken nuggets, fries + dip

.-.plus veggie options
from £5.50 All our beef patties are sourced from
KIDS MEALS ALSO AVAILABLE Priors Hall Farm and served on a brioche bun

ALSO INTRODUCING

SIDES STEAK IT ‘TIL YOU MAKE IT £9.50
60z RUMP STEAK MARINATED IN PEPPERCORN
SAUCE, SERVED IN A TOASTED BUN TOPPED WITH A
MUSHROOM, TOMATO AND ONION, SERVED ON
A BED OF FRESH ROCKET

FREE,

de‘“’ er

PLAIN FRIES £2.50
CAJUN/PAPRIKA FRIES £3
MAC & CHEESE BITES £3.50 P
CHILLI & CHEESE BITES £3.50 /
ONION RINGS £3.50
MOZZARELLA STICKS £3.50
HALLOUMI FRIES £4.50

with orders
over £20

FIND U
THE cH n\“ R s PUB FOR FULL MENU AND

SA
E
"YFRIDAY ¢ cvwitchen
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‘> TIA Tree Culture

Tree Care & Arboriculture Specialists

* Tree Removal ¢ Stump Grinding
* Tree Felling * Emergency Tree Work
* Tree Pruning * Tree Inspection & Survey
* Hedge Trimming * Seasoned Logs
& Removal Delivered Locally
Professional Accredited Arborists
Call Tom Annetts @,.,g.;@ Fully qualified & insured
07814 626 910 aﬁ Cityge \PTC TPAF

Unit 9 Zone D, Chelmsford Road Industrial Estate, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XG
Office: 01371 874 695 ® enquiries@treeculture.co.uk ® www.treeculture.co.uk

ADR Services

Landrscape & Garden
maintenance

Experienced,
fully qualified

and insured.

Call Andrew Richards
07968778668

for fast and friendly
service.

adr.richards@btinternet.com

DESIGN « PRINT « LITHO - DIGITAL

For All Your
Printing
Requirements

01371 874 695

UNIT9 ZONE D CHELMSFORD ROAD IND EST
DUNMOW ESSEX CM6 1XG
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Old Park Meadow

Natural Burial Ground

We offer burials and ash interments, funerals, services and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony and a completely personalised service.

A caring and compassionate experience through a difficult time.
Reserving a plot in advance is also possible.

01245 806332 oldparkmeadow.co.uk
Coppice Lane, North End, Between Chelmsford & Great Dunmow, Essex, CMé 3PL
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MICHAEL | WALSH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A DIGNIFIED AND CARING APPROACH

Michael J Walsh Funeral Directors is a local family

business that has been providing a professional,

caring, dignified and an affordable service to the
Great Dunmow area for over 100 years.

As well as providing traditional burial and cremation
packages, in June 2022 we completed the building of
Dunmow Crematorium, which we run alongside
our established funeral services.

FUNERAL SERVICES FROM

£1125

Check out our cost estimator at

walshfunerals.com or phone uson 01371 856274

e

DUNMOW CREMATORIUM
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Are you looking to make changes

to improve your social, physical
and mental wellbeing?

5 A S PR

r

Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

* Healthy living » Safety and security
* Quitting smoking * Looking after someone
* Physical and mental * Social Inclusion
wellbeing » Getting out and about
* Independent living « Money worries v
* Mobility and equipment P & TILING | SLATING | LEADWORK | GUTTERING | FLAT

* Home adaptations ROOFS | CHIMNEYS | ALL REPAIRS
| Free Estimates | All work guaranteed |
| Over 30 years Experience |
|Honest & Expert Advice|

Home: 01371 811308 ¢ Mobile: 07951 349837
T: 0300 303 9988 RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com

How do | access the support?

If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex

(Monday to Friday from 8am — 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net




A& W Gowers LTD

Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke
joinery to the trade and public.
Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors,
furniture or to the largest orangery.
Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail,
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD
detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows Fitted
Doors Furniture
Conservation Kitchens
Gates Wardrobes
Stairs Bookcases
..and much
more

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at
www.awgowers.co.uk
Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes
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FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Al-Anon

An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES

133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050

DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138
www.digigo.uk

Traveline: 0871200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS

Essex County Councillor:

Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510

District Councillors: - Richard silcock
clirsilcock@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council

Chairman: Graham Harvey

Clerk: Heather Read

Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall,
Stebbing Road, CM6 33D

Office Tel: 07719 552174

Office hours: Mondays: 10:00 - 12:30

email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS

The Surgery, Braintree Rd.

Tel: 01371 820410

Out of hours, John Tasker House: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY

and network emergencies:

Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

HOSPITALS
Broomfield including Casualty
Tel: 01245 362000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
James Cleverly.
james.cleverlymp@parliament.uk

MEMORIAL HALL

Lettings - Sheila Kill

Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmembhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes

Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999

Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE

Felsted

Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600

Felsted Preparatory School:

Tel: 01371 822610

Felsted Primary School:

Tel: 01371 820215

Flitch Green Academy:

Tel: 01371 822330

Ford End C of E Primary School:

Tel: 01245 237209

Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:

Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club

Tel: 01371 821131

Felsted Little Acorns
Tel: 07759478103
Email: felstedacorns@aol.com

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
(not water, see below) Tel: 03457 145145

WATER

Affinity Water

Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 3572407

FELSTED

COMMUNITY

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

ANDREW BANKS - Good with wood.
Flooring, Decking, Garden Furniture & more.
Supply, installation, renovation.

Free consultation. andrewbanks.co.uk

01279 626389

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow Tel 01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.

Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow. Tel: 01371 874518

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration

and Hard Landscaping

Based in Bannister Green

Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera
inspection. Fully Insured. Work carried

out safely from the ground. 01371 499730 /
07734862839 www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

PHYSIO IN FELSTED

Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,

Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy

and Integrated Myofascial Release.

Tel: 01371 821063 - mob: 07958339574.

email physioinfelsted.co.uk

RPT Professional Chauffeur Service
Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk

01371 829353 - Mob: 07836 749367

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

PLUMBING BY DODSON LIMITED

Your local plumbing experts.

Friendly, fully qualified, insured and experienced.
Covering emergencies to routine and specialist
plumbing works
www.plumbingbydodson.co.uk

Call Nick on 0203 336 7362

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.

email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 - mob: 07951 349837

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
molb: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 - mob: 07909 526713
email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com

WINDOW CLEANER

with 20 years local experience.

Tel: Eddie Driscoll mob: 07941776705
or 01245 360540




TOOL HIRE

Tool & Equipment Hire
Open Mon - Fri 7:30 - 17:00

Access Equipment - Plant - Power & Lighting - Electrical Tools -
Gardening Equipment - Petrol/Diesel Generators - Cement Mixers
- General Building & Decorating - Drilling, Breaking & Fixing

FLo [GAS

Our Full Range Of Equipment Is
Available For Hire Now
Weekend Hire Rates Available

Unit 4, Hoblongs Industrial Estate,
Chelmsford Road, Great Dunmow,

CM6 1JA | 01371 700727
| n 727 Tool Hire




