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Fed up with housework and cooking?
Struggling to cope with maintaining your house & garden?

There’s no need to
feel isolated & Ionely!

ou could be enjoying w;ri'y free,
independent living with Abbeyfield

Abbeyfield offer over 55 a variety of high quality housing choices from a spacious
studio room with en-suite to an apartment with on site care available to suit your needs.

Choose a happy balance of your own independence whilst enjoying time together with
family and new friends in beautiful surroundings and landscaped gardens.

You can enjoy delicious and nutritious home cooked meals in our dining room every day,
making choices from a freshly cooked, seasonal menu.

Join in with a variety of fun activities in our communal spaces or just pop by for a
friendly chat and a cup of tea — you choose how to spend your day.

Just four reasons why you should talk to us and discover how to join
our friendly and sociable communities in Braintree & Felsted.

You can come and try it for a few weeks!
We think you will love it and it’s more affordable than you think!

Abbeyfield

Making time for #older people

Tel: 01376 320061

www.abbeyfieldatbraintree.co.uk
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Note from the Editor

25th Jubilee Edition Christmas 2024

It's come round again!

In this edition we have all the usual news and
important tinsel-wrapped information about
Christmas in Felsted, complete with a seasonal recipe
and a centre pull-out to remind you about the tree
lighting on Saturday 7 December. It was lovely event
last year and this year promises to be even more fun.

Far away from lovely Felsted, across the world, it's
been a year of war, change and uncertainty. Though
thankfully we have not been touched directly by the
awful conflicts in Europe and the Middle East,
domestic change and uncertainty in the UK remains
inevitable and will not pass us by in Felsted. Our sense
of community and engagement has never been more
important.

The FOCUS magazine plays an important part in
nurturing our community spirit and I'm very proud to
say that this is the 25th edition (Oh my goodness, it's a
Jubilee!) that | have edited along with the same loyal
team. | will edit the first issue in 2025 but after that,
although | will continue to be involved with team, |
need to stand back a little. So, we need to find a new
editor and perhaps others who can continue to help
produce and distribute our quarterly publication.

As you clear-up the crackers, regret that last mince pie
and decide on your New Year's resolutions, make one
of them joining the FOCUS team, it's fun, rewarding
and guaranteed low in calories!

A very merry Christmas and a happy new year from
the FOCUS team.
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Felsted Friendship Club

In August, Graham and Mary Brace came to show us their
marvellous pictures of British and European wildlife. Members
thoroughly enjoyed them. One of Graham’s photos, of a badger, is
on the shortlist of a national competition. We wish him good luck.

At our September meeting, Debbie Tomson entertained us with
singing 27 songs, ranging from Blue Moon, Country Road, Singing
the Blues to Oh Carol. Feet were tapping and bodies swaying, and
everyone looked very relaxed.

On 18 October we celebrated our 70th Anniversary. The occasion
was lead by Alison our Chairman, who welcomed guests and
members for the afternoon. The speaker Lucy Lewis gave us an
amusing talk on army life. She went through Sandhurst in 1989
and left 10 years later, having had time operating as the first
female bomb disposal officer. She is now a Marshall at Cambridge
University.

After tea and scones, Alison took us
through previous years as a club. Our
President Evelyn Woodley cut the
lovely cake made by Alice McLaren.
Prosecco was poured and Graham
Kemp made a toast to the club. He
then encouraged the members to talk
of the older days and the personalities
in the village. He followed this with
music and a singsong.

B 6 December - Christmas Party with
Three's Company entertainers

Evelyn Woodley

If you are interested in coming along to one of
our meetings, please do contact either

Alison Moore (821632) or myself,

Sue King (821411).

Charity No 270264 @
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Felsted WI

Ourautumn season has been busy firstly with the Rayne
Challenge with our friends at Rayne WI. Sadly, this year we did
not win the coveted frying pan, but...there is always next year! It
was a fun evening with lots of laughter and a brilliant quiz.

Our visit again from Amanda Sutherland, was a great success
showing off her fashion trends over the decades. Hallowe'en then
comes with the thoughts of decorating pumpkins and growing
them. This was another one of our challenges giving some great
results as you can see.

Remembrance time follows for November and all parts of the
village community pay their respects at the Village Hall Memorial.
The last item on the calendar will be the Christmas festivities and
our Christmas meal held at the Prince Louis marking the end of
our busy year. Why not come and join us for 2025?

For more details please contact Penny Lewis 07825 312829




Felsted Royal British Legion

FELSTED ROYAL BRITISH LEGION BRANCH
100 YEAR CELEBRATION

As Felsted branch will be 100 years old this December we have
been awarded a Pennant for our British Legion standard. This
will be presented on Thursday 12 December at 7.30pm in the
Felsted club - members are welcome to attend. We are very
fortunate to have a club and are the envy of a lot of branches
so please give your support and become a member of
Felsted Royal British Legion.
Terry Nunn I‘J %
Felsted Branch Secretary

EOTAL BRITIFH LECISHR

1924 - 2024

Largely through a generous contribution from the parish council and
by selling advertising space we have just about been able to deliver
our magazine to over 1100 homes in the parish four times a year free
of charge. We've asked before for a small contribution butonly a
handful - a baby-sized handful - make regular donations. So far this year,
we've received just £35!

You often tell us how much you enjoy the FOCUS and we have some
wonderful volunteers who give their time to write, photograph, layout,
proof and even deliver for us but, unless we can generate more
income, we may not be able to continue.

So, please help us to continue your magazine and contribute what
you can, even just £5 per year per household would help to keep us
going. Every penny will be spent on printing and delivery.

Please send your contribution to the Parish Clerk, URC Hall, Stebbing
Road, Felsted, CM6 3ID or you can make a direct contribution to the
Parish's bank account at the address below. —

Barclays Bank

Sort code: 20-97-40 - Acc No: 00393274 EM9 .sMA‘G’Az§
Please mark your contribution ‘FOCUS’

Cheques made payable to "Felsted Parish Council"

- learn, laugh, live

Dunmow u3a is part of a UK-wide movement of local
member-led interest groups that provide a wide range
of opportunities to come together to learn for fun.

It is aimed at adults in Dunmow and the surrounding villages
who are no longer in full time employment and have an
interest in all things new: hobbies, challenges, sports or just
making new friends.

Our member-led interest groups include:

B Art B Line Dancing

B Book Clubs B Luncheon Clubs

B Bridge B Mah Jong

B Canasta B Music Appreciation
B Cribbage M Nature Walks

B Cycling B Pickleball

B Family History B Quilting & Stitching
B Flower Arranging B Science & Society
B French B Scrabble

B Garden Visits B Sequence (the game)
B GCeneral Crafts B Table Tennis

B Geology B Walking

B Golf H Whist

B GCrow Your Own B Wine Appreciation
B [talian B Wool & Waffle

To find out more, explore our website www. dunmow.u3asite.uk
email: membership@dunmowu3a.org.uk or visit our facebook page
(search for "Dunmow u3a") - Registered charity number: 1168310




See

www.felstedchurch.org.uk
for full Christmas service info

Join us

Lessons & Carols
with Felsted School Choir

Fri 20th Dec @ 7pm

Christmas Eve
4:30pm Join-in-Nativity

6:00pm Join-in-Carols
come early for a seat

United Reformed Church

Dear friends

We are coming up to that very special time in our Christian
Calendar and we at the URC are holding a number of events in
preparation for Christmas.

The date of Crix comes to Felsted has been amended to Wednesday
11 December at 2pm. This takes the form of a Christmas
celebration which includes carols, readings and Christmas

songs and music. We invite you to come along and join us.

Our gift Sunday will be held on 15 December at 10.30am; this is
when we invite representatives from our chosen charities (Havens
Hospice and Hope House) to come along and we present them
with our donations. We also have gifts under the Christmas tree to
give to Braintree Mencap, a charity we have supported for over

50 years.

We will be holding our second church breakfast on 8 December
following the success of the first one held in October.

A special service will be held on Christmas Eve at 7pm led by
Rev. Ray Sams.

If you would like further details of any of the events mentioned
please contact Diane on 01376 583994 or 07484 769360

We would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a
happy, healthy and peaceful 2025.

Many thanks and best regards,
Diane




Felsted Memorial Hall

Hello everyone,

Here we are in the winter edition! How did that happen? The
Autumn magazine was packed full of seasonal articles, wasn't it?
You could almost smell those juicy autumn fruits. | loved the
recipe for pear and celeriac soup; what a lovely combination.

Now, news from the Memorial Hall. We did have a mass clear out
day. Andy organised a skip and we filled it with years and years

of rubbish. We cleared cupboards, drawers, the loft, and most
importantly, under the stage. We were able to offer storage spaces
to our regular hirers for their equipment. It was most satisfying,
even though it poured with rain all day! We were tired, dirty and
very pleased with ourselves.

The work on the stage lighting has been completed by Clarity, a
company that specialises in stage lighting and sound systems in
village halls and schools. Thanks to Trevor and his son, Taylor, for
their research.

Panto rehearsals are well under way now (Oh yes they are!). Our
trusty cast members are making it their own by developing their
characters. Another event we are planning is a Murder Mystery
evening on Friday 13 December, 6.45pm for a 7.30pm start.

It's £18 per ticket which includes a fish and chip supper. Tickets are
available on: www.ticketsource.co.uk/felsted-memorial-hall - do
come along, it will be great fun.

By the time you read this, Christmas will be fast approaching. So I'll
take the opportunity on behalf of the committee to wish you all a
very merry Christmas and Happy New Year! And we'll chat again in
the spring.

Take care of yourselves.
Hazel Fox

10

Resting in Felsted

The problem with the diminishing capacity of the graveyard at
Holy Cross in the village centre was recognised in 2020 in the
Felsted Neighbourhood Plan, which established a policy to
identify a new burial ground.

When in 2022 the Church announced that it could no longer
accommodate further burials, some residents were naturally
upset and concerned that their wish for a resting place in the
parish might not be achievable.

Felsted Parish Council is very pleased to report that following
discussions with the United Reformed Church, the burial
ground in Chelmsford Road is available to parishioners of any
denomination and has the capacity to meet the needs of our
community for many decades.

Going forward, the parish will ultimately accept ownership and
day-to-day management of the burial ground. The burial ground
enjoys a wonderful rural setting, and the council will do all it can
to protect and maintain its peace.

The parish would like to thank the United Reformed Church
for its generous community spirit.
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Recipe: Snickerdoodles

Traditionally these are cinnamon-coated cookies, but | add ground
ginger to the batter at Christmas to give them a festive boost.

Ingredients

60z /1759 unsalted butter 1tsp bicarbonate of soda
8oz / 2259 light brown soft sugar 1tsp ground cinnamon

1 medium egg 1% tsp sea salt

1tsp vanilla extract

10Y% 0z / 300g plain flour 1tsp ground ginger (optional
1% tsp cream of tartar addition at Christmas)
Coating

20z /50g granulated sugar
1tsp ground cinnamon

Method

1. Mix the sugar and cinnamon together in a small bowl, leave
to one side. (This is to coat the cookies).

2. Preheat oven to gas mark 6 /200°F /180°C fan and line 2-3 trays
with greaseproof paper.

3. Mix the butter and sugar together until fluffy. Add the egg and
vanilla and mix again until combined.

4, Add the plain flour, cream of tartar, bicarbonate of soda, sea salt
and cinnamon to the batter and mix again.

5. Portion the cookies with desert spoon, roll into balls and roll into
the sugar cinnamon mix and place on to a lined tray.

6. Bake for 11-13 minutes; allow cool before eating.




Felsted Parish Council

Wildflower meadows have now been sown on Bannister Green,
Watch House Green and Willows Green. Spring is eagerly awaited to
see the display of native wild flowers

Felsted School wishes to thank all residents for their continued
support (and patience) around the school whilst the road closure on
Station Road was in effect.

Dogs on leads - dog walkers are requested to keep dogs on leads
when using the public footpaths that run through Felsted School.
The school would also like to remind residents that the school fields
are not available for dog-walking by the general public.

Policing in the Parish - At their October meeting the PC were pleased
to welcome PCSOs Natalie Smith and Mike O'Donnell-Smith who
provided an update on local policing in the parish. It was noted that
issues of concern are often discussed on social media yet fail to be
officially reported to the police. The PCSOs stressed the need to report
any issues of concern via 101 as only data gathered from official police
reports can trigger their deployment.

Property Marking Kits - Essex Police are supporting farmers across
the Uttlesford district by providing them with unique forensic property
marking kits. The kits are free of charge with no ongoing costs and are
delivered and demonstrated by the local community policing team.
The kit can mark up to 50 items so once obtained users can mark
items with the kit that is unique to them. Residents interested in
obtaining a kit or more information should email Uttlesford.cpt@
essex.police.uk

Nature Area Parking - The PC wish to express their thanks to Flitch
Green Parish Council who have given their permission for Felsted
residents looking to access the Nature Area off of Station Road to use
their car park in Tanton Road (off of Hallett Road).

Keep up to date with all the council news - Visit the PC website
and enter your email address to receive automatic notification by
email of all news articles as they are posted on the website.

14

Felsted Parish Council

Highways Matters

Residents may like to be aware of the following useful links to Essex
County Council’s (ECC) website:

https:/Mww.essexhighways.org/interactive-maps-and-live-travel-infor-
mation/future-roadworks-map

This leads to an interactive map which can be searched to provide up
to date information on both current and planned road closures.
https://Mmwww.essexhighways.org/roads-and-pavements/winter-travel

This provides information on ECC's winter service. In addition to
providing tips on clearing ice and snow and winter driving, the website
allows residents to track the gritting lorries in real time. There are 55
gritting lorries many of which have wonderful names including Grit
Expectations, Gritty Gritty Bang Bang, The Grit Gatsby and Spreddie
Mercury to name just a few. Tracking these vehicles as they travel
along Essex’s 49 salting routes could be a fun way to spend a winter
evening!

News Updates

Residents are encouraged to sign up to receive up to date Parish
Council news by registering for updates on the PC website www.
felsted-pc.gov.uk. Enter your email address to receive automatic
notifications by email of all news articles as they are posted on the
website.

Heather Read Clerk to the Parish Council
Phone: 07719 552174 Email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

Keep up to date with all the council news — Visit the PC website
and enter your email address to receive automatic notification by
email of all news articles as they are posted on the website.

15



Felsted - Conservation by Numbers Felsted — Conservation by Numbers

' | !

Uttlesford District Council area spreads across 64,118 hectares of . i I
Eastern England, or for those of you who prefer older measurements, | !
a little over 158,000 acres or 10,000 football pitches! : g

The council’s area is comprised of 60 parishes of which Felsted, with
almost 6,000 acres, is one of the largest and oldest. (By contrast, our
next-door neighbour, Flitch Green Parish, is the smallest and
youngest parish in Uttlesford and is also the most densely populated
in the district.)

Comprising just a little over 1% of the total area of the parish, the
Conservation Area of circa 72 acres in the centre of the village
represents the focus of our local heritage. However, it's not
geographically in the centre of the 15 individual Greens and
hamlets that comprise Felsted Parish.

The map opposite shows, in red, the boundaries of the Conservation
Area which was first designated in 1977.

Within the Conservation Area there are 50 historic Listed Buildings
grouped around the church and along Station Road, Chelmsford
Road and Braintree Road. Of the 50 Listed Buildings/groups of
buildings identified on the English Heritage list in the Conservation
Area, 18% date from the 15th century or earlier; 20% from the 16th
century; 30% from the 17th century; 12% from the 18th century and
some 20% from the 19th and 20th centuries.

Two buildings are listed Grade |, the Church and the Old School
Room and Lynch Gate. Five buildings are listed Grade |I*: Boote . _
House; property adjoining Boote House; The Pavilion; Ingram’s Ry
Close and the Old School Masters House (Felsted Bookshop). Bury oA
Farm Barn adjacent to the Conservation Area is also Grade I1*. -
Elsewhere, the school and associated buildings of varying ages and N -
architectural styles dominate the village. ' V] J e

It's not just the old, listed buildings that are important. Modern
buildings of high quality, like Felsted School's Stewart House is

WTLES FOMD DRETRICT COUMCIL

recognised as a contemporary building of high-quality design that R e e S g e oyttt S ettt ket Al
contributes to the area. Trees, hedgerows and open space are also rACE A e wmarm
very important and make a significant contribution to the general If you'd like to know more about our Conservation Area and the
visual quality and importance of the Conservation Area. additional planning controls applied to it, go to:

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/media/1919/Felsted-Conservatio
-Area-Appraisal/pdf/Felsted_CAA_14_Dec_12_Low_res_WEB.pd-
f?2m=1682413320590
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FIRE PANIC

AT VILLAGE
On Saturday 24 November 1923 a fire THEATRE SHOW
broke out in the Congregational Church —— i

Sunday School building in Stebbing Road, | WOMEN AND CHILDREN
and it was completely destroyed. There TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT.
were a few minor injuries but thankfully o

GIRL HEROINE.

no-one was killed.

The hall was being used for a production | PLAYED ON TILL FLAMES
of ‘Peggy O'Neil by the May Hutchinson REACHED PIANO.

touring company. More than 200 people e

were in the hall at about 9pm when one .

of three oil lamps being used as footlights fell and the spilled oil
caught fire. Mr Harry Cloughton, a local farmer, threw his coat over
the lamp, appealing to everyone to stay calm. He said later that had
they listened to him there would have been no danger.

But the audience were ‘greatly affrighted’ and started to move
towards the main door. In the confusion the other two lamps fell,
and streams of oil burst into flame, igniting the stage and scenery
immediately and filling the room with black smoke.

This caused people to rush forward and the crowd became wedged
tight at the door - some being trampled on before they were pulled
clear. It took Mrs Smith the caretaker a few minutes to reach and
unlock a second door. Some people smashed windows at the other
end of the hall and jumped to safety.

In an attempt to give some sense of calm Miss Ella Field, ‘a bright little
lady of 28, continued playing the piano until the auditorium was empty.
By this time the flames had reached the piano.

Several people sustained burns, cuts and abrasions but miraculously
the most severe injury seems to have been to a Mrs Hammond of
Ford End who needed 5 stitches in a head wound.

The Felsted School fire brigade, aided by several hundred boys,
their masters and the headmaster, fought the fire and prevented
the flames reaching the Manse, the Congregational Church and
the Almshouses. Mr Cloughton at considerable personal risk,
broke down the door of a shed and rolled a 15-gallon drum of
paraffin out of harm'’s way. Mr Overall had telephoned the
Braintree fire brigade to assist. They set out but one of the shafts
on their horse-drawn engine broke and they had to turn back.

The lath and plaster building, match-boarded inside, burnt very
fiercely. It was about 50 years old and had just been renovated.

By 11 o'clock the building was down and everything inside it was lost,
although a ‘quarter of a peck’ of copper coins was scraped up from
the charred remains.

The damage was estimated at £400 which was covered by insurance,
but the contents were not, and the loss to the theatrical company for
scenery and clothing was £1,000.

The story was front page news in the national press and a number of
regional newspapers from all over Britain and Ireland, with some very
lurid headlines.

It emerged that the hall was unlicensed for stage plays, and the two
managers of the Felsted Congregational School were summonsed to
Braintree Petty Sessions. The court heard that the doors opened
inwards, lamps were not fixed, chairs not battened together and
there were no buckets of sand or water. The hall's capacity was 180
but over 220 were there. The defendants said the school had been
licenced previously and they thought the licence was permanent.
Felsted's Constable Carpenter had been to the school before the
performance and was told they had a licence, but he had moved
chairs that were blocking the doors. Both defendants were fined £5,
the maximum penalty.

A week after the fire the Treasurer of the Congregational Church wrote
to the Chelmsford Chronicle appealing for donations to build a new hall:

To the Editor

Sir, On behalf of the Trustees of Felsted
Congregational Church, | beg to draw your
readers’ attention to the calamity that has
befallen our Church Hall, which was totally
destroyed by fire on Saturday evening last.
We were in the habit of letting the hall for
entertainments, this being the only available
place in the village. The building had just
been renovated, and the insurance is quite
inadequate to build a new hall; therefore, we
appeal to the generosity of the public for
subscriptions ... -

What could have been a disaster had a happy
ending. In November 1924 a handsome new brick building, now the
United Reformed Church, opened on the same site. It cost £1,110. Full
insurance had been paid and many generous gifts received.
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FELSTED

Felsted Primary School

Fbiyny o®

As | write this, we are nearing the end of an incredibly busy and
long half term! As always the Autumn term gives everyone a fresh
start and children and staff have all settled back in with determination
and enthusiasm.

We have welcomed our new Reception children and sent positive
thoughts to last year’s y6 as they head off to their secondary schools.

We have worked on our values/rules and
simplified these to:

& Be Respectful ¢ Be Kind 4 Be Safe
We are very proud of these and the
children understand and do their very
best to follow them.

At our Harvest Celebration the children

sang some lovely songs and some of our

is coming
older children gave a presentation about _ . ® 9
Braintree Food Bank. We had lots of generous donations from our tﬂ’ I, t
families to the food bank as part of our Harvest day. e S e (N N

As ever our children have strong feelings about helping our planet!
As part of this they have set up an eco-refill shop which is running
every week. They are running this with a little help from staff and
it's great to see their commitment and drive.

In Sports Week, the whole school celebrated sport by engaging in
a variety of activities including class challenges, events run by our

Year 6 Sports Ambassadors and, on the Thursday, a golf day! It was
a lovely way to end the half term.

We have another full half term still to come. Our Fireworks Display
raises much-needed money for our school and our PTFA work very
hard to make this is a fantastic event. We will be starting our
nativity rehearsals after the break and have already planned our
R Ta T T @ carol concert in the church. We also
¥ have the excitement of the whole
. school trip to the panto to look
forward to. All these lovely events
really get us into the Christmas spirit
and give our children those wonder-
ful, traditional experiences that very
much feed into our values.

Bryony Collins




PARISH COUNCIL

guardntees a Wtﬁite
Christmas

WHATEVER THE WEATHER, ON
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER

SPONSORED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL
FELSTED CHILDREN WILL BE ABLE TO
ENJOY A SNOWY EXPERIENCE INSIDE

OUR GIANT INFLATABLE SNOW

GLOBE WHILE THEY WAIT FOR

SANTA TO ARRIVE.

OPEN FROM S5 TILL7PM AT THE
LIGHT-UP FELSTED FESTIVAL IN THE
CARPARKIN THE CENTRE OF THE
VILLAGE.

S — \4 IT'S LOTS BIGGER THAN THIS!!

The Royal British Legion’s
Warm -up Act

F s T Y
NO MATTER HOW COLD IT IS, FELSTED’S WONDERFUL =l
ROYAL BRITISH LECION WILL BE ON HAND SERVING 11!1'3 B a'r_*:_\t
MULLED WINE AND WARM MINCE PIES! | )

WHILE THE KIDS GO CRAZY IN THE SNOW GLOBE, T Y
P e
THE ADULTS CAN SLIDE TO THE BACK & WARM THE =

- e
COCKLES, WITH THE RBL’S PROPER GROWN-UP \*""":"'*"‘"E'_’,_D
INTERPRETATION OF THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!

SUPPORT THE RBL & COME DOWN TO ENJOY
CHRISTMAS IN FELSTED!

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Grab a Bite!

HOT DRINKS AND BURGERS
WILL BE ON SALE FROM A
TRUSTED LOCAL TEAM,
AVAILABLE FROM 5P M.

| g
relsted choral Society

ON THE HEELS OF A WONDERFULLY

SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF CLASSICAL Tlax
PERFORMANCES, MEMBERS OF THE -~ X ”3, -

CRAB A BITE AND BUILD UP YOUR
STAMINA FOR SOME SERIOUS
CAROL SINGING !

Carols from

FELSTED CHORAL SOCIETY WILL LEAD
JOYOUS COMMUNITY CAROLS.

A

~

- =
3 < AVA
L uEy

COME ALONG AND JOIN IN WITH THE =
CAROLS WE ALL KNOW AND LOVE! -

- -

- =

= s
= —

relsted school steel Band”

IT°'S NEARLY CHRISTMAS AND IT’S BOUND TO BE, WELL,
CHILLY? PERHAPS FREEZING, MAYBE ICY, A LITTLE
SLEET PERHAPS AND THEN, IN THE COLD NIGHT AIR
YOU HEAR THE UNMISTAKABLE SOUND OF STEEL
DRUMS BRINGING CARIBBEAN STYLE WARMTH TO
OUR EVENING’S CELEBRATION.

IT'S ONLY THE FELSTED STEEL BAND! @
BRILLIANT AND UNMISSABLE!

Felsted
..and one last fftir%g. .

DON'T FORGET TO BRING YOUR LETTERS TO SANTA!
WE’'LL HAVE A MAGICAL POST-BOX THERE, TO ENSURE THOSE
PRECIOUS LISTS GET TO THE NORTH POLE!
IF YOU'D LIKE SANTA TO REPLY, PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD'S
NAME & ADDRESS IS CLEARLY SHOWN ON THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE.

WE DO HOPE TO HAVE SOMEONE TO HELP LITTLE ONES WRITE
ON THE NIGHT - BUT ELVES ARE THIN ON THE CGROUND.




Programme

SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER

5.00PM
5:45PM
6:15PM

6:30PM

7:00PM

FELSTED STEEL BAND
FELSTED CHORAL SOCIETY
SANTA’S ARRIVAL

LIGHT SWITCH-ON

SANTA DEPARTS

PLEASE NOTE THAT IN LIGHT OF
THIS PROGCRAMMED EVENT
WOODLEY'S CAR PARK

WILL NOT BE ACCESSIBLE ON

SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER FROM 7AM - 9PM

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
LOTS OF YOU THERE!

FREE EVENTS SPONSORED BY
FELSTED PARISH COUNCIL

Protecting green spaces

As part of the current Felsted Neighbourhood Plan review the
Review Group is seeking one or two volunteers who would be
prepared to join a small working group to identify areas of green
space around the parish. The idea is that could be included in

a list of ‘designated green spaces’ in the reviewed Felsted
Neighbourhood Plan which would then be afforded an increased
level of protection.

Green spaces can help to achieve social, economic and
environmental benefits in the parish. They can be part of the public
realm where informal social interaction takes place, provide pitches
and facilities for sports supporting physical activity and recreation.
They also form part of a network of paths and spaces, provide
habitats for wildlife and natural corridors and spaces that form part
of the character or setting of historic areas. Altogether these
provide an attractive setting and outlook.

There are some fairly obvious areas that would qualify, such as the
33 acre nature area on Station Road, the allotments, the play area
behind the Memorial Hall, Bannister Green etc. However there are
undoubtedly many other areas around the Parish that could be
formally assessed and potentially ‘designated’.

Very specific issues need to be considered before an area can be
‘designated’, such as community amenity value, the contribution to
local character and beauty, historic significance, recreational value,
tranquillity, wildlife and other factors.

Ultimately, in order to qualify for ‘designation’ any identified area
will need to meet certain criteria which are consistent with the
National Planning Policy Framework.

If you are prepared to join a working group to identify potential
green spaces, please contact the Parish Clerk at:

clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk or: URC Hall, Stebbing Road, Felsted,

Essex, CM6 33D (Office Hours: Monday 10.00am-12.30pm)
Phone 07719 552174
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Local Plan - the latest:

Consultations on the draft Local Plan for 2021-2041 have
progressed to the final stage. Uttlesford District Council (UDC) is
assembling the final set of representations and supporting reports
to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, hopefully by the
end of December 2024. ‘Examination in Public’ will then take place
during 2025 according to a timetable set by the inspectorate. UDC
website is a handy place to bookmark for reference: https://mww.
uttlesford.gov.uk/local-plan-timetable

Winter Fuel Payment:

Many members of our community will have been very disappointed
to learn of the Government’s recent withdrawal of this payment
for those over 66 years of age. The allowance is now only being
offered to pensioners who receive means-tested benefit such as
pension credit.

At their last meeting in October, UDC — across all party lines —
considered that this was a matter of considerable regret and
resolved to write to the Government, calling for the policy on
linking Winter Fuel Payments to the receipt of Pension Credit

to be suspended and for a new higher threshold determining
eligibility to be set. We consider that the eligibility criteria is
currently set far too low. Only those receiving a pension of less
than £218.15 a week (£332.95 a week for couples) are eligible, lower
than the living wage.

Currently there are 2,015 claims from pensioners living in the
district who are in receipt of Housing Benefit and/or Local Council
Tax Support and who previously would have qualified for a Winter
Fuel Payment. Under the new rules the number automatically
qualifying may drop to around 1,287. UDC considers it essential to
raise awareness locally among potentially eligible residents
concerning the ‘triggering benefits’ of Pension Credit to ensure
people receive the support they are entitled to.

UDC is supportive of the work by Citizens Advice and Age UK to
promote the Pension Credit scheme. Residents are encouraged to
help others who might be likely to benefit but have difficulty in
establishing contact directly with CA. Here is a link to the topic of
winter heating and support provided by CA: https:/www.uttles-
fordca.org.uk/get-advice/utility-bills-warm-homes/

The Government's announcement caused me to look into the
heating statistics for Uttlesford further and in particular those for
Felsted and Stebbing. | was concerned as to the potentially harsh
consequence for residents who heat their homes ‘off grid’, ie by
bulk oil or tank gas. Payment for these might be required in lump
sums on delivery, rather than in instalments as for piped gas. In
fact: 1% of households have no central heating; 54.6% are on mains
gas; 23.6% are on oil only; 2.7% are on tank or bottled gas only; 0.3%
use wood only and 1.3% use renewable energy only.

UDC was successful earlier this Summer in securing £3.8m from
the Government to make council-owned properties more energy
efficient. It will enable 276 homes across the district to be retrofitted
with additional insulation, solar panels and air source heat pumps.
Help generally concerning heating, insulation and grant
availability/funding is also described here: Make your home

more energy efficient - Uttlesford District Council. https:/mwww.
uttlesford.gov.uk/article/5764/Make-your-home-more-energy-effi-
cient

Finally, | encourage all of us to look out for and give any practical
support that some residents living in older and less well insulated
houses might require, particularly to those in receipt of lump sum
bills who heat their homes ‘off grid’ and to all those in need of
assistance in way of benefit application form filling.

Detailed Reports:

As always, if any resident has any request for help, questions or
issues to raise, | will be very pleased to hear from them. | would
also like to remind the community of a monthly report which

| have written every month since first elected in 2019. This is
delivered to the Parish Council at their monthly meeting and
hen included in their Minutes as a link and contains a lot of
information. If anyone would like their own personal copy,
please shout and | will be happy to include you on the
circulation list!

Johne Evons

District Councillor
E: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
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The Hundred Parishes

Until the 19th century, education in England was mostly linked to
religious institutions or funded by wealthy donors. The Education Act
of 1870 made a commitment to the provision of education to allon a
national scale.

The Hundred Parishes has some fine examples of schools that were
founded prior to this time and continue to educate young people
today.

Felsted School was founded in 1564 by Richard Rich, the first Baron
Rich. Under Henry VIII, he accumulated immense wealth whilst
overseeing the dissolution of the monasteries, and he was later
appointed Lord Chancellor of England under King Edward VI.

Dame Joyce Frankland, 1531-1588, lived at Rye House in Stanstead
Abbotts, the wife of the lord of the manor. Her son was killed by a
fall from his horse. In her will, Dame Joyce remembered him by
providing funds for the education of boys at many locations
including the “ffree grammar schole” in Newport, now The Joyce
Frankland Academy.

St, Edmunds College in Standon parish is the oldest Catholic college
in England. The main building dates from 1769. The school chapel is
Grade | listed, built in the mid-19th century and designed by AW.N.
Pugin whose best-known work is the Elizabeth Tower, the clock
tower of the Houses of Parliament.

Some schools built after 1870 have adopted the names of notable
locals. For example Leventhorpe Academy in Sawbridgeworth was
established in 1965 and named after the Leventhorpe family. Sir John
Leventhorpe died in 1625 and has one of the finest memorials in
Sawbridgeworth parish church.

Ralph Sadleir School in Standon was founded in 1971 and named
after Sir Ralph who was born in 1507 and knighted in 1543 by Henry
VIII. When Queen Mary | came to the throne, Sir Ralph retired to live
quietly in Standon.

Ken McDonald,
Secretary

The Hundred Parishes

Felsted School - part of the
original 16th-century building

Memorial to Richard Rich,
founder of Felsted School

ey T
Gatehouse to Rye House, Stanstead
Abbotts, the home of Joyce Frankland

St Edmund’s College Chapel,
Standon

Memorial to Sir John and Lady
Leventhorpe in Sawbridgeworth
parish church

Memorial to Sir Ralph Sadleir in
Standon parish church
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citizens

Citizens Advice :
advice

Managed Migration is the process by which people are being
moved from legacy benefits across to Universal Credit. From the
beginning of November, people who are currently claiming
Employment Support Allowance (ESA) will start to receive
migration notices, all of which are expected to be sent by the
end of December 2025.

You may be entitled to less money on Universal Credit than you are
used to getting from legacy benefits. If this is the case, there'll be
transitional protection so you are not financially worse off. In order
to receive this protection, it is vital that you wait until you receive a
migration notice and claim by the deadline date on your letter. If
you are worried about what the change might mean for you,
please get in touch or contact the Citizens Advice Help to Claim
service on 0800 144 8 444 https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
benefits/universal-credit/before-you-apply/moving-to-univer-
sal-credit-from-other-benefits/

Switching is Back! Over 80% of households are now on standard
energy tariffs, with prices dictated by the energy price cap. After a
10% rise on 1 October, the cap is predicted to rise substantially
again this winter and then stay around that level in January, when
the next quarterly change takes place.

With competition slowly returning, and fixes and other energy
deals available to those willing to switch, it's possible to forestall
upcoming increases by shopping around now for the best deals, so
don't miss out! Emily, Sarah and Hayley, our energy specialists, can
offer help and advice on switching and a whole range of other
issues including benefits advice, including checking eligibility for
Pension Credit and Winter Fuel Payments, fuel vouchers, debt
advice, home improvement grants and energy efficient behaviours.

Share the Warmth 2024 - More than 4,000 people in Uttlesford are
already living in fuel poverty and there has been a rapid rise in the
number of people coming to us for help and advice relating to
utility bills over the last few years. With recent changes to eligibility
for Winter Fuel Payment and rise in the Energy Price Cap, we are
concerned that even more people will struggle to heat their
homes this winter, so we have re-launched our Crowdfunder
Campaign, 'Share the Warmth Fund for 2024’.

citizens

Citizens Advice :
advice

Money donated to this fund will be ring-fenced and used to
provide emergency support for local people who cannot afford to
top up their meters, pay their utility bills or fill their oil tank, so they
aren't forced to make the impossible choice between heating and
eating. Our previous campaign raised over £5,200 and supported
109 people over 10 months. With an even more challenging
situation this year we would love to smash our previous total!

So please give what you can. Every little helps, as they say!
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/uttlesford-citizens-advice-bu-
reau-1078222

Uttlesford Citizens Advice

Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden CB11 4EB

01799 618840

help@uttlesfordca.org.uk www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

FELSTED
ACCOUNTANT

Fixed free prices as per the website, you can pay monthly
or ad-hoc, whichever suits.
Established 2009 and fully qualified.

Please phone Roy for a chat on

07702 555499 or 01371 532451

or visit:
www.sturgessaccountants.co.uk
The Manor House - Station Road - Felsted - CM6 3EZ
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UNDER THE SEA DINOSAUR PRINCESS

These packages and many more are available on our website or we
can create a bespoke bouncy castle & softplay padkage for you.

Email us on info@evoinflatables.co.uk
for more details of our bespoke packages.

www.evoinflatables.co.uk E3 §) ©© 01371878233
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s @ samhoodinteriors.com

@ hello@samhoodinteriors.com
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BUSINESS CENTRE

MORE THAN JUST
BUSINESS SPACE....

Managed workspaces to
let on a flexible and e (Office space

competitive term with .
e Meeting rooms
easy access to London

SENECEuEl it el ¢ Business support

For details contact:
Email: contact@ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk

Phone: 01277 368200
Visit www.ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk/

7 RN Dog

| rinting

LI M I T ED

Email: sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk
Web: www.paulclarkprint.co.uk

All of our printing is produced
using Carbon Capture paper,
helping to create new native
woodland and capturing CO2

Helping capture CO»
and plant trees

Citizen

ad

one to one Dog Training
that comes to you!

Bespoke and force-free training plans
for puppies, dogs, multi-dog
households

from Manners to Behaviour issues
contact Chris for a chat

hello@dogcitizen.co.uk

www.dogcitizen.co.uk

f @essexdogcitizen @ 07456 928836

Home
Instead
o us, ds personal

Live well,
Ut Way

Start your home care journey with
Home Instead® today.

Home Help Personal Care

V' Companionship Dementia Care

01376 319100
mike.sheehy@Braintree.Homelnstead.co.uk

£ach Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2021
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Purely Reiki by Diana
Fully Qualified Reiki Practitioner e
based.in Felsted, E:
Are you feeling stressed, anxious, low in energy or
just need some time to unwind? Reiki may be just
what you are looking for....

Reiki is a holistic therapy that balances the body’s energy
flow allowing your own natural healing to take place.

These are some of the ways Reiki can help you:
Relieves Anxiety, Stress & Tension in the body & mind
Improves Sleep & increases Energy Levels
Promotes Physical Recovery

Restores Balance with your Mind & Body

Helps clear Negative Emotions
To find out more or to make an appointment please telephone:
07729827867 or Email: PurelyReikibyDiana@gmail.com
Find me on Facebook: PurelyReikibyDiana

I look forward to helping you start your Energy and Healing
Journey

n_L _311
o
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Old Park Meadow
Natural Burial Ground

Burials and ash interments, funerals, services
and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony and a completely
personalised service.

Reserving a plot in advance is also possible.

o gl .
mEEsT

01245 806332 oldparkmeadow.co.uk

Coppice Lane, North End, Between Chelmsford &
Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6 3PL

SPECIALISTS
IN ALL
ASPECTS OF
TREE CARE

FULLY INSURED

07850 877 828
01787 323 505

arbor.elite@yahoo.com
www.arbor-elite.co.uk

@arbor.elite

Citye® | NPTC

MICHAEL ] WALSH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A DIGNIFIED AND CARING APPROACH

Michael J Walsh Funeral Directors is a local family

business that has been providing a professional,

caring, dignified and an affordable service to the
Great Dunmow area for over 100 years.

As well as providing traditional burial and cremation
packages, in June 2022 we completed the building of
Dunmow Crematorium, which we run alongside
our established funeral services.

FUNERAL SERVICES FROM

£1125

Check out our cost estimator at

walshfunerals.com or phone uson 01371 856274

?c% N

DUNMOW CREMATORIUM
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Are you looking to make changes
to improve your social, physical
and mental wellbeing?

®
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Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

* Healthy living
* Quitting smoking
* Physical and mental

Safety and security
Looking after someone
Social Inclusion

wellbeing Getting out and about
* Independent living Money worries
» Mobility and equipment ‘F é\r

* Home adaptations

How do | access the support?
If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex

T: 0300 303 9988
(Monday to Friday from 8am — 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net

CCOpP Funeral Directors

We are here when you need us 24/7

Independent & Local Co-operative
Award Winning Customer Service ~ HHE
FREE Aftercare & Support Groups SRS
FREE Online Memorials & Tributes '

SFAIR

UMERALS

Inflation Proof Funeral Plans

White Hart Way, Great Dunmow CM6 1TWX
¢ 01371 875542

funerals.chelmsfordstar.coop ran of Chelmslord Star Go-operative Society Limited

ROOHNG SERVIC

TILING | SLATING | LEADWORK | GUTTERING | FLAT
ROOFS | CHIMNEYS | ALL REPAIRS

| Free Estimates | All work guaranteed |
| Over 30 years Experience |
|Honest & Expert Advice|

Home: 01371 811308 * Mobile: 07951 349837

RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com
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A& W Gowers LTD

Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke
joinery to the trade and public.
Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors,
furniture or to the largest orangery.
Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail,
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD
detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows Fitted
Doors Furniture
Conservation Kitchens
Gates Wardrobes
Stairs Bookcases
..and much
more

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at
www.awgowers.co.uk
Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

PBD
DRAINAGE

(¥) Qualified & Insured ~ Cheekatrade

07485389485 . ccon

Plumbing By Dodson

g
'-EE) Your Local Plumbing Experts
Q@ SERVING FELSTED & SURROUNDING AREAS

e’ 0203 336 7362
E __.-- $18% FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

= @ Highly Skilled & Experienced Team
@ Transparent Pricing

@ Qualified & Insured

WAARA BHLTLIMEBIMEBEYOT K ™ I
WWW.PLUMBINGBYDODSON.CO.UK
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FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Al-Anon

An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES

133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050

DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138
www.digigo.uk

Traveline: 0871200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS

Essex County Councillor:

Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510

District Councillors: - Richard silcock
clirsilcock@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council

Chairman: Graham Harvey

Clerk: Heather Read

Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall,
Stebbing Road, CM6 33D

Office Tel: 07719 552174

Office hours: Mondays: 10:00 - 12:30

email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS

The Surgery, Braintree Rd.

Tel: 01371 820410

Out of hours, John Tasker House: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY

and network emergencies:

Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

HOSPITALS
Broomfield including Casualty
Tel: 01245 362000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
James Cleverly.
james.cleverlymp@parliament.uk

MEMORIAL HALL

Lettings - Sheila Kill

Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmembhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes

Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999

Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE

Felsted

Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600

Felsted Preparatory School:

Tel: 01371 822610

Felsted Primary School:

Tel: 01371 820215

Flitch Green Academy:

Tel: 01371 822330

Ford End C of E Primary School:

Tel: 01245 237209

Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:

Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club

Tel: 01371 821131

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
(not water, see below) Tel: 03457 145145

WATER

Affinity Water

Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 3572407

FELSTED

COMMUNITY

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

ANDREW BANKS - Good with wood.
Flooring, Decking, Garden Furniture & more.
Supply, installation, renovation.

Free consultation. andrewbanks.co.uk

01279 626389

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow Tel 01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

EVO INFLATABLES

Your local bouncy castle hire company
based in Felsted, are pleased to be the
ecommended company to use for hall
hires at Felsted Memorial Hall and
Flitch Green Community Centre.

Tel: 01371 878233

email: info@evoinflatables.co.uk
www.evoinflatables.co.uk

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.

Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow. Tel: 01371 874518

FELSTED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Property maintenance and improvements.
Free estimates given.

Tel: Clive Perrins 01371 820330

mob: 07979 054654
www.felstedpropertymaintenance.co.uk

HOMEOPATH

Experienced, fully qualified and registered
homeopath based in Cock Green.

Contact Steph Sellers

Tel: 01371 823028. Mob: 07986456747
Email: stephsellers2000@gmail.com
Website www.stephsellershomeopathy.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration

and Hard Landscaping

Based in Bannister Green

Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera
inspection. Fully Insured. Work carried

out safely from the ground. 01371 499730 /
07734862839 www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

PHYSIO IN FELSTED

Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,

Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy

and Integrated Myofascial Release.

Tel: 01371 821063 - mob: 07958339574.

email physioinfelsted.co.uk RPT Professional

Chauffeur Service

Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk

01371 829353 - Mob: 07836 749367

PLUMBING BY DODSON LIMITED

Your local plumbing experts.

Friendly, fully qualified, insured and experienced.
Covering emergencies to routine and specialist
plumbing works
www.plumbingbydodson.co.uk

Call Nick on 0203 336 7362

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.

email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 - mob: 07951 349837

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
molb: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 - mob: 07909 526713
email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com

WINDOW CLEANER

with 20 years local experience.

Tel: Eddie Driscoll mob: 07941 776705
or 01245 360540




Tool & Equipment Hire
Open Mon-Fri 7:30 - 17:00

Access Equipment - Plant - Power & Lighting - Electrical Tools -

Gardening Equipment - Petrol/Diesel Generators - Cement Mixers

- General Building & Decorating - Drilling, Breaking & Fixing

Our Full Range Of Equipment Is
Available For Hire Now

Weekend Hire Rates Available

Unit 4 | Hoblongs Industrial Estate |
Chelmsford Road |

Great Dunmow | CM6 TJA

01371 700727 |

n 727 Tool Hire



