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There’s no need to 
feel isolated & lonely!

Fed up with housework and cooking?
Struggling to cope with maintaining your house & garden?

You could be enjoying worry free, 
independent living with Abbeyfield

You can come and try it for a few weeks!  
We think you will love it and it’s more affordable than you think!

Just four reasons why you should talk to us and discover how to join 
our friendly and sociable communities in Braintree & Felsted. 

Tel: 01376 320061
www.abbeyfieldatbraintree.co.uk Making time for   older people

Abbeyfield offer over 55’s a variety of high quality housing choices from a spacious 
studio room with en-suite to an apartment with on site care available to suit your needs.

Choose a happy balance of your own independence whilst enjoying time together with
family and new friends in beautiful surroundings and landscaped gardens.

You can enjoy delicious and nutritious home cooked meals in our dining room every day,
making choices from a freshly cooked, seasonal menu.

Join in with a variety of fun activities in our communal spaces or just pop by for a
friendly chat and a cup of tea – you choose how to spend your day.

1

2

3

4

ABBEY NEW AD PORTRATE.qxp_Layout 1  25/01/2024  09:22  Page 1

Note from the Editor

Editorial Team:
Janice Ratcliffe 
felstededitor@gmail.com
Sarah Gale
Janet Johnston
Hope Alexander
Richard Freeman
Roy Ramm

Graphic design
and layout:
David Hardy
Astragraphic Design
info@astragraphic.co.uk

Print:
Paul Clark Printing

Parish Council:
07719 552174
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

3

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

After a disappointingly damp start, summer finally ar-
rived and dressed our beautiful parish in every shade 
of green and, thanks to fields of borage, a stunning 
blue.  At times it was hard to see where the fields en-
ded and the sky began.  As well as providing a treat for 
the eyes, the fragrance of the flowers was intoxicating 
adding a wonderful new dimension to a country walk. 
It has also been a momentous year of change for 
everyone in the UK and particularly so in Felsted.  
Following the General Election and Parliamentary 
boundary changes, we no longer form part of Saffron 
Walden and are now part of the Braintree constituency. 
Our member of parliament is now former Home
Secretary, Rt Hon James Cleverly MP.  
As well as the political changes, the change in the
seasons is beginning to show and have a few short 
weeks before the leaves and the temperature begin to 
fall, so we are keen to tell you what will be happening 
later in the year, over the festive season, to give you 
plenty of time to see how you could be involved. 
On November 5th you may be having a Guy Faulks 
party or just watching the fireworks across the
Atlantic as America votes for a new president. You 
may be planning a special Halloween. Why not tell us 
what you’re planning or how it went, and we’d love to 
see some photographs of your own events.    
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For our May meeting, we had chosen the Helen Rollason Cancer 
Charity. Two delightful ladies came. Gemma, a Community
Fundraiser who explained that the charity had two major support 
centres, Hatfield Peverel and Harlow, plus some smaller units.  
They offered support groups and many other services. Abi, who is 
living with cancer, gave us an enlightening and matter of fact talk. 
Brian Thurlow, dressed as a Victorian butler, came to our June 
meeting and talked about the life of a young man at the Big 
House. He had begun in the stables as a young lad, looking after 
the carriages and progressed into the house and then on upwards 
to Head Butler. It was he who ran the house and did the accounts.  
A fascinating look at a Victorian Large House.
Mid-July saw us heading off to Bury St. Edmunds for the day. 
The sun shone, the market was on and we had a leisurely day with 
most members ending up in the beautiful Abbey Gardens. We 
then boarded the coach for home, travelling through the lovely 
Suffolk countryside. 
At our July meeting, Lindsay Whitehouse took us through clips
of the TV programme Porridge, which had been filmed at
Chelmsford prison after the fire in 1978. The headings were
Bargaining Skills, Tribute to Mr Mackay, Fruit Pie Filling, Christmas 
Present for Grouty (an escape is planned) and What a Chunk.  
Episodes still appear on the television.

	 20 September – 	 Through the Decades – Debbie Tomson
	 18 October – 		  70th Anniversary Celebrations and speaker 	
			   on Lighting the Fuse – Lucy Lewis
	 2 November – 	 Christmas Coffee Morning at the Memorial 	
				    Hall at 10.30 am.  
	 5  November – 	 second outing.
	 15 November – 	 Barney’s Bobbies – Mike Benning
	 6  December– 	 Christmas Party with Threes Company 		
				    entertainers

If you are interested in coming along to one
of our meetings, please do contact either
Alison Moore (821632) or myself,
Sue King (821411).

Felsted Friendship Club 
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Felsted WI 
After summer arrived in the village,  showing off the lovely flower 
tubs, we now say ‘cheerio’ to the W.I. summer garden party and 
the cosmos flower challenge ,as we acknowledge the beginning
of autumn not far away.
Wednesday 11 September  sees the annual Rayne Challenge a 
friendly interactive fun meeting with Rayne and Felsted W.I. in 
pursuit of the coveted ‘Frying Pan’. Felsted won last year and 
Rayne the year before ! So who will be this year‘s winner?
Refreshments are provided with laughter and a cheer for the 
winner after a great evening. 
Also, on the agenda for the coming autumn calendar we have 
Amanda Sutherland back with us for ‘Trends of the Decade’ in 
fashion, on the 9th of October. Followed by a Christmas cooking 
demonstration from Alice McLaren on the 13 November, quite
a bit in store.  
So, do come and visit us at the Village Hall every second Wednesday 
of the month and a warm welcome is assured for more details 
please contact Penny Lewis (07825 312829 ) 



Felsted Royal British Legion Branch will be 100 years old this 
December there will be a presentation of a pennant for our
branch standard during December.
Our branch and club are well supported but we are always looking 
for new members just call in any time if you are interested.

Remembrance 2024
Our Remembrance parade and church service will take place on 
Sunday 11 November We assemble at the village memorial at 10.00 
am the service commences at 10.15 this includes wreath laying and 
we are fortunate to have in attendance the combined cadet force 
from Felsted School. Following the Exhortation and two minute  
silence we then walk to Holy Cross Church for a  service commencing 
at 10.50 All are welcome followed by refreshments in the British  
Legion club again all are welcome.
The Royal British Legion is important even in these modern times 
to support ex-service and serving personnel including  their 
dependants and to have support in their daily lives. We aim to live 
by our Motto “SERVICE NOT SELF”
Terry Nunn
Felsted Branch Secretary
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Babyc@Stuff 
Braintree 

Volunteer opportunity - come and join our team! 
Baby Stuff Braintree is a small charity run by volunteers. 

We support local families with free pre loved clothing and some essentials. 
Based at Carousel family hub CM7 3QZ 

We are looking to recruit a small team of volunteers to help check & sort donations and support 
familites when we are open, making up clothing bundles etc. 
Able to commit to Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings, term time only. (minimum once a month) 
Helping with social media and website a bonus ! 
There will be lifting of boxes required. 

The applicant will have to have a DBS check which we can facilitate. 
PLEASE EMAIL INFO@BABYSTUFFBRAINTREE.CO.UK IF INTERESTED 

1924 - 2024 

Felsted Royal British Legion
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Largely through a generous contribution from the parish council and 
by selling advertising space we have just about been able to deliver 
our magazine to over 1100 homes in the parish four times a year free 
of charge. We’ve asked before for a small contribution but only a 
handful - a baby-sized handful - make regular donations. So far this year, 
we’ve received just £35!
You often tell us how much you enjoy the FOCUS and we have some 
wonderful volunteers who give their time to write, photograph,  layout, 
proof and even deliver for us but, unless we can generate more 
income, we may not be able to continue. 
So, please help us to continue your magazine and contribute what 
you can, even just £5 per year per household would help to keep us 
going. Every penny will be spent on printing and delivery.
Please send your contribution to the Parish Clerk, URC Hall, Stebbing 
Road, Felsted, CM6 3JD or you can make a direct contribution to the 
Parish’s bank account at the address below.
Barclays Bank
Sort code: 20-97-40  • Acc No:  00393274
Please mark your contribution ‘FOCUS’
Cheques made payable to "Felsted Parish Council"

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

SMUGGLING IN ESSEX: The Romance and Reality 

 Claire Parker 
 5 THURSDAYS; 10AM - 12.00 noon;  From 7th NOVEMBER   

Course Code Q00018323; Fee: £42; Venue: Royal British Legion Hall     
Enrolment 03003 033464 option 1    

More info. at:        wea-essex.org.uk/branches/felsted/ 
The WEA is a charity registered in England & Wales; number 1112775 

Felsted Branch Autumn 2024
NOVEMBER COURSE 
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HOLY CROSS 
SERVICES
Bring  Build  Send

WWW.FELSTEDCHURCH.ORG.UK

&9AM: 2ND, 4TH & 5TH 

11AM: EVERY SUNDAY
WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

GROUPS 

“COME TO ME, ALL WHO LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY 
LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST.” MATTHEW 11:28

//

Felsted Holy Cross Church 
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United Reform Church

Dear Friends, following a recent Church Meeting, there are quite a 
few changes in store for us.
Firstly,  we have decided to try a new venture of holding a service 
during which breakfast will be served.  These will commence on 
Sunday 13 October 2024 at the usual time of 10.30am. (There will 
be no charge). If this is successful then the following one will be 
held on  8 December, which coincides with our Gift Sunday
Service.
After the success of our Coffee Morning last year, we have decided 
to hold another on 28 September between 10am – 12pm. The 
admission fee for this will be £1.00 to include, coffee and biscuits.  
There will also be a bring and buy stall and raffle. All proceeds will 
be donated to our chosen charities.
We have this year, volunteered to help with the Dunmow Blind 
and Housebound Club Harvest Celebration on 17 September.
As mentioned in the previous Focus Magazine, our Harvest Festival 
Service this year, will be held on the 8th September, followed by 
lunch at the cost of £10.00 per head. Should you wish to attend 
please contact Diane on the number below.
Our next combined service with Crix Green Mission will be on 22 
September at 10.30am and led by Rev. Ray Sams.
As in recent times, we will be holding the Crix Comes to Felsted 
Christmas Celebration at the Felsted URC, this will include, music, 
songs and readings relating to the Christmas season. This will be 
held on 10 wDecember at 2pm.
If you would like to join us in any of the above events, then please 
do not hesitate to contact:
Diane on 01376 583994 or mobile 07484 7699360.

.
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Felsted Memorial Hall
Hello everyone, Well, I seemed to have missed my slot in the last 
edition! That was partly my fault, so sorry to you all. That means 
we’ve got a lot to catch up on.
Firstly,  the Centenary dance did not go ahead due to lack of 
interest, shame, we had it all planned. We did find out that there 
was a Tom Jones tribute at the Legion on the same night. Who 
can compete with Sir Tom!
You may remember me talking about the cleaning of the Memorial 
cross. We waited a while for it to be done, then, early one Saturday 
morning, a “Super Hero” turned up and cleaned the cross and the 
base! He is Rob, an Army veteran, who cleans military graves and 
memorials. He is trying to set up a business doing the same. Of 
course we and the Parish council made sure he was recompensed. 
It restores faith in human nature doesn’t, it when a young man 
turns up out of the blue and does such a good deed?
On a not so nice note, there is a lot of anti-social behavior around 
the Hall in the evenings, one of which found me scrubbing the car 
park outside the back doors with a strong solution of bleach. I 
won’t go into details, but it did involve disposing of a pair of very 
soiled men’s underpants. Disgusting! 
Over the summer work has been going on in the hall, mainly the 
stage. I did write in my last article (which you didn’t see!) That we 
raised £4000 from the panto, so the money is going towards 
maintenance of the hall. Trevor, one of the committee members 
and also Panto director has stripped out all of the rather antiquated 
electrics on the stage, ready for rewiring and new, more efficient 
lighting. Trevor’s son is a qualified Electrician, was supervising his 
dad! A handy young man to have around. Likewise Andy (another 
committee member) has put up notices, repaired the door, 
checked the flat roof and numerous other jobs around the hall. It’s 
a bit like the Forth bridge! As I write this, there are plans to do a 
thorough clear out of cupboards and the loft space. More and 
more regular hirers are asking for storage space, so we must make 
room for them. The committee are a dedicated bunch who beaver 
away behind the scenes enabling the Hall to run as smoothly as it 
does, thank you to all of you. 
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Felsted Memorial Hall

Crix Green Mission Hall

Though some of the groups have closed for the summer, we 
continue to have bookings for events and parties. It’s good to 
know our hall is so popular.
Talking of summer, it’s been a bit “hit and miss” hasn’t it. Even so, I 
hope you’ve all enjoyed it. Take care of yourselves and we’ll chat 
again in the winter.
Hazel Fox 

The village archives are kept at the Crix Green Mission Hall, 
situated at Crix Greex,  the trustees of the hall are having an

open day on Saturday, 12 October 2024 from 10.30am to 3.30pm.
There are many photo's of bygone days, parish records and

many other interesting artifacts to be seen, included are the 
records and other interesting articles for the Mission Hall.

The trustees look forward to seeing you at some time
through the day so come along and hear about

the history of Felsted.

 

 
Art 

Exhibition & Sale 
St Mary’s Church, Great Dunmow, CM6 2AE 

Saturday 5 October 2024 10am to 4pm 

Sunday 6 October 1pm to 4pm 

Free Entry 

Raffle & Refreshments 

Dunmowartgroup.blogspot.com 
dunmowartgroup@gmail.com 
@dunmowartgroup 
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Method
Heat 1 tbsp oil in a large saucepan, add the onion, garlic and ginger and 
cook over a medium heat for about 5 minutes until softened but not 
coloured.
Add the celeriac, pears and stock, bring to the boil, then reduce to a 
simmer and simmer for 20-30 minutes or until the celeriac has softened.
Liquidise the soup until smooth. Season and serve sprinkled with parsley 
or chives.

Ingredients

Recipe: Pear and Celeriac Soup

olive oil
1 onion  finely chopped
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 thumb-sized piece ginger, finely chopped
1 celeriac, peeled and roughly chopped
4 ripe pears, cored and roughly chopped
1 litre vegetable stock
salt and pepper to taste

Optional:a handful of parsley or chives finely chopped

You can use your windfall and bruised pears in this recipe,
it is a savoury soup with the subtle taste of pear.

13
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It’s that most wonderful time of year (again), when we 
begin to look ahead to the Christmas period - plans 
now start coming together for our festive events and 
we begin the search for helping hands. As in previous 
years, we are hoping to hold a Christmas craft day in 
late November, ahead of the annual Christmas Light 
Switch-on.
Previous craft days have seen great success and 
enjoyment by the children, parents and grandparents 
who have joined us - we make all sorts of decorations, 
some to take home and others to decorate the village 
tree. It is a free event for all ages and abilities, with 
previous crafts including Christmas cards, snow-globes 
and Reindeer food…and if you forget to post your 
letter to Santa? Don't panic! There’s also a magical 
postbox on site, with an elf waiting in the wings to 
deliver your letters directly to the North Pole!  If you 
post a letter on the day (and have a return address in 
Felsted) you'll receive a personal reply from Father 
Christmas himself.

If you’d like to help the Felsted Events team make 
some Christmas magic happen, please register your 
interest in volunteering by emailing felstededitor@
gmail.com or 07961 206406.

CHRISTMAS INCHRISTMAS IN

FELSTED...FELSTED...
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Vandalism of Public Toilets 
Sadly this article starts with a report of very unpleasant antisocial 
behaviour. During the afternoon of Monday 27 May (the bank holiday) 
the public toilets were vandalised. The toilets were flooded, paper 
strewn about and faeces smeared onto the walls. A large group of 
youngsters were seen on CCTV between 3 – 3.15pm throwing water 
balloons into the toilets, causing the flooding. They then entered the 
toilets in order to cause the rest of the damage.  The incident was 
reported to the police and the CCTV footage has been shared with 
them. Should anyone have seen this incident or have any idea who 
the culprits are they are encouraged to contact the police via 101 or by 
using their online reporting tool https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/
ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 
The PC would like to acknowledge the work of their cleaner.  Clearing 
up such mess was beyond the call of duty and the PC are most 
grateful to her.

Allotments
The Community Payback Team worked on the allotments for five days 
in June. They carried out a large amount of work strimming and 
clearing plots. Their hard work was much appreciated. 

Wildflower Meadows 
In order to increase biodiversity the PC plan to sow wildflower
meadows on Bannister Green, Watch House Green and Willows 
Green. A grant has been obtained from Uttlesford District Council to 
fund the works. Due to be sown earlier this year, the exceptionally wet 
spring weather meant that the wildflower seeds could not be sown. 
The meadows will now be sown in the Autumn. 

Keep up to date with all the council news:
Visit the PC website www.felsted-pc.gov.uk and enter your email 
address to receive automatic notification by email of all news articles 
as they are posted on the website.

Phone: 07719 552174     Email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council  

Keep up to date with all the council news – Visit the PC website
and enter your email address to receive automatic notification by

email of all news articles as they are posted on the website.
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Treasure Hunt: The hobby for everyone!    
If you’ve not heard of this international phenomenon already, 
‘geocaching’ is a real-world, outdoor adventure that is happening 
all the time, all around the world. All that it takes to join the hunt is 
the Geocaching app (or a GPS device to navigate) and you’re on 
your way!
What might you find? Well, caches are cleverly hidden containers 
of different sizes. Sometimes they involve solving a puzzle or 
riddle; they can be tiny, with just a logbook that you sign to prove 
you found it - or they might be much bigger and hold items to 
trade. The idea is that if you take something from a cache, you 
leave in its place another piece of ‘treasure’ of equal or greater 
value, so that the game continues. You might discover or choose 
to leave trinkets, stickers, small toys and such like - just don’t cache 
anything that can spoil!
There are millions of geocaches in 190 countries waiting to be 
discovered — in fact, there are some near you right now! There are 
at least 30 hidden within the parish. This map shows just a few of 
the geocaches waiting to be found in Felsted, but there are
thousands more to find locally. There is a series along the Flitch 
Way, and a handful at the Gt Notley Discovery Centre and many, 
many more beyond.
Geocaching is a great way to discover places that you would not 
otherwise stumble across. It can also an excellent education tool 
and an excuse to get off the sofa now that the summer has drawn 
to an end!
For more information, or a ‘How To’ on Geocaching, visit geocaching.com 
Download the Geocaching UK app from the Apple App Store or 
Google Play

17
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Local Plan - the latest:
Our Elections: Some residents have asked why in our Election in 
July did we vote in a different Parliamentary Constituency than 
before? In our ward of Felsted and Stebbing, we of course voted in 
the Braintree Constituency for the first time – does that have a 
knock-on effect for other elections? The answer is no. Every four 
years we will continue to vote, as before, in Uttlesford District 
Council elections returning two members (currently, me elected in 
2019 and Councillor Richard Silcock elected in 2023) and also in an 
Essex County Council Election (currently, Councillor Martin Foley) 
representing our Division (running from Hempstead in the high 
north to Hartford End). In the next County Election, due in May 
2025, we will be joined into the Great Dunmow Division for the first 
time, so we will then no longer be re[presented by a member 
covering a largely rural area. These changes come about not 
because of any political decision, but come about because of 
population increases and we are not the only parishes affected; for 
the last parliamentary elections, electors in Hatfield Broad Oak, 
Hatfield Heath and the Hallingburys have been “moved”, in their 
case, into Harlow.
Local Plan - the latest:
I said that I would update residents as to the latest state of play. I 
am glad to report that Uttlesford’s Regulation 19 Local Plan was 
approved on 30 July at Full Council to enable it to proceed to a 
consultation which will run for 8 weeks until 3 October. After this, 
the Plan with supporting evidence base (running to thousands of 
pages) together with the responses made in the next consultation, 
will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. They will review 
everything in an Examination in Public, and after hearing further 
representations, will decide if the plan is “sound”
ie: complies with the legal requirements and meets both the 
housing requirements as set by the Government and also the 
employment needs for the District until 2041. Then, possibly 
containing recommended modifications, it will come back to 
Council to adopt. Hopefully, this will happen during 2025 so that
it can be adopted after with the least possible delay.
UDC’s current Local Plan is nearly 20 years old – it was made in 
January 2005, so it is hopelessly out of date and in fact recent 
National Policies have superceded it extensively. It is because of 
this that we have a dearth of effective planning policies and as a 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ CORNER 
result, have experienced ad hoc developments pursued by
speculative and opportunistic land owners and promoters. In fact, 
8,614 dwellings have obtained planning consent since 2021 across 
the District and we have seen the impact of this on our own parish 
door step.
So, the importance of having an up to date Local Plan cannot be 
overstated; the district desperately needs to take control of its 
development future rather than have it come about by happen-
stance. However, by coincidence, on the same day the council 
voted to approve the Plan to go forward, the new government 
announced its intention to make substantial changes to its
“housing numbers”, National Planning Policy and to make these 
changes effective by the year end. As will be recalled, the
Government’s election manifesto anticipated substantial housing 
development to come.
At Council, unfortunately, all four LibDem members proposed an 
arbitrary blocking amendment to the draft plan (omitting some 
housing allocation in Takeley which would have led to redistribu-
tion elsewhere). Despite a strong warning that this unevidenced 
and last minute concept would lead to further delay and thus 
falling into the latest housing requirements of the Government, 
meaning an additional 11% housing allocation for our District, this 
proposed amendment was persisted in. Fortunately, it was defeat-
ed. However, on the main motion to proceed, the Conservatives 
(with two exceptions including the member for Flitch Green and 
Little Dunmow) and Lib Dems (with one exception - on this
occasion that of Cllr Silcock) still opposed it. In the event, the draft 
was permitted to proceed by a majority vote of 24 in favour with 12 
against. So, the process of making a new Local Plan has not been 
derailed, despite the very regrettable opposition just described.
So, now residents may wish to respond to this final consultation 
stage, and the relevant link is at https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/
reg-19-consultation .
Paper copies of the plan will be available to view at the district 
council’s offices in Saffron Walden and at local libraries but the 
Parish Council will also be provided with a copy and a briefing to 
be able to assist members of the public.
If any resident has any questions or issues to raise on this piece (or 
of course any other unrelated subject), I will be very pleased to 
hear from them. I would also like to bring to everyone’s attention a 
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monthly report which I have written every month since first
elected in 2019. This is submitted to the Parish Council at their 
monthly meeting and then included in their Minutes as a link
and contains a lot of information. If anyone would like their own 
personal copy, please shout !

District Councillor John Evans
E: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Recent Government announcements
and what it means for Felsted.

In his submission our District Councillor John Evans provides very 
useful details of UDC’s current position regarding their emerging 
Local Plan.
Following the government announcement that John refers to we 
thought it would be helpful to expand on what he has said with 
specific details regarding the potential impacts on future housing 
in Felsted.  
The Written Ministerial Statement (WMS), announcement of the 
Deputy Prime Minister, who is also the Secretary of State for 
Housing and Communities, will have a serious impact on many 
communities, like some of our neighbours.  We are advised by 
UDC’s Strategic Director of Planning that for example, Chelmsford 
has a 54% increase, Braintree a 35% and North Herts a 42%
increase, which represent huge numbers of additional homes
to be delivered by them.
The big question is, what effect could this announcement have on 
Felsted?
Fortunately as confirmed in the WMS, those District Councils that 
either have an “up to date” Local Plan or are at an advanced stage 
of developing a Local Plan (which UDC are classified to be, being 
at the Regulation 19 stage) will not have to accommodate the 
increase in housing numbers or apply the “yet to be
formalised” revised yet to be formalised revised National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF)..
It is also the case that those communities with an “up to date” 
Neighbourhood Plan (as Felsted has) will have their
Neighbourhood Plans respected.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ CORNER
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Without having an emerging Local Plan and current Neighbourhood 
Plan, the potential 11% increase in housing that John refers to 
resulting from the revised Government allocations and changes to 
the method of calculating local “housing need” in the revised NPPF 
would mean for Uttlesford, around 1500 additional dwellings.

So, whilst UDC has been historically neglectful in not updating the 
2005 Local Plan sooner, we can be extremely grateful that the 
current advanced status of the new and emerging Regulation 19 
Local Plan (coupled with Felsted having a Neighbourhood Plan less 
than 5 years old) will prove absolutely pivotal in protecting us from 
yet more unwanted and speculative development.

We know that many people feel that there is far too much house 
building going on around us (although the majority is either 
outside of Felsted Parish or had been approved before our
Neighbourhood Plan was formally “Made” in 2020) but we can be 
thankful that UDC has an emerging Local Plan that is well
advanced and that the Felsted Neighbourhood Plan is in place.
Following the reclassification by UDC in the Local Plan of certain 
“large villages” to “small villages” and the consequential
redistribution of some housing, Felsted receives an allocation of 
104 dwellings which we will need to support between now and 
2041. Had the UDC Local Plan not been so well advanced and UDC 
had been given the 11% increase mentioned above and UDC 
distributed that increase across the District, Felsted could have 
anticipated a further increase to around 115 dwellings.
As John Evans says in his article, there are still bridges to cross; 
UDC’s Local Plan must gain formal approval at the “Examination” 
stage, the authority needs to be able to demonstrate the required 
5 Year Housing Land Supply and precisely when the revised NPPF 
will become law is unknown (anticipated around December 2024).  
But the current combined status of the UDC Local Plan and our 
Neighbourhood Plan have at least sheltered us from even more 
housing.     
That’s why we are working hard to review our Felsted NP to extend 
its period of added weight and influence.

Richard Freeman

Neighbourhood Plan Review



I can’t believe I am writing news for September already – where has 
the year gone?!
The Gardens have looked surprisingly good, despite the on/off 
spring and summer – the rains have helped the roses and the trees 
and grass have been lush, the Italian Garden borders have changed 
colours through the season and are now moving into late summer 
gold framed by the lavender hedge, golden yew and the buddleia. 
Unfortunately the dahlia border in the walled kitchen garden has 
barely recovered from the incessant slug damage in early summer. 
But our patient volunteers have, eventually, managed to get
vegetables growing and it has been lovely to see visitors leaving 
with bags full for a healthy supper! 
As reported by others, there have been relatively few butterflies this 
year, but we have had quite a lot of dragonflies. So it will be interes-
ting to find out from our bat walk on 6 September, at 7pm, whether 
we still have the range of bats that usually frequent the Gardens. 
Contact us through our enquiries email to reserve a place on the 
walk. Enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk   
We have been harvesting soft fruit for jams and jellies and the 
apples have been swelling on their trees. So, things are shaping up 

The Gardens of Easton Lodge
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for our Apples and Bees Day on Sunday 15 September.  It will be a 
fun celebration of orchard produce, including apple juicing, apple 
and honey cake tasting, apple crafts for kids and much more.  There 
will be music from local groups: the Rock Choir and Harlow Concert 
Band; and plant and craft stalls. 
For more information about our opening hours and discounted 
advance tickets for the Sunday Open Day go to
www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on  

The Gardens of Easton Lodge
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The Hundred Parishes has an exceptional depth of ancient
buildings.More than 6,000 are “listed”, meaning that they appear 
on the National Heritage List for England. Each property listing 
includes a description and many of these descriptions take their 
text from the guide books produced by one exceptional man, 
Nikolaus Pevsner.
Pevsner, an architectural historian, was born in 1902 in Leipzig, 
Germany, the son of a Russian-Jewish fur merchant. In 1933 he 
moved to England and settled in Hampshire. Following the
outbreak of World War II, he was taken to an internment camp
but was released three months later.
Work on his series of architectural guide books, The Buildings of 
England, began in 1945. The edition covering the whole of
Hertfordshire was published in 1953; Essex and Cambridgeshire 
followed in 1954. 
Most of the ancient architecture in The Hundred Parishes is
12or in great detail. One example in Essex is Manuden, which he 
describes as follows: “Manuden has a specially pretty, short village 
street with timber framed cottages with oversailing upper floors 
near the church and a small assortment of Georgian houses a little 
further west”.
In Cambridgeshire, he described the Norman interior of Ickleton’s 
parish church as having few equals in the country.
In Hertfordshire, the 17th-century almshouses in Buntingford were 
described by Pevsner as “the stateliest almshouses in the county”.
Nikolaus Pevsner was granted British citizenship in 1946, appointed 
CBE in 1953 and knighted in 1969 “for services to art and architec-
ture”. In total, he was responsible for 46 county-wide guides. He 
died in Hampstead, London in 1983.
The website www.hundredparishes.org.uk has more than a
hundred walk routes that can be freely downloaded. The route 
descriptions draw attention to some of the listed buildings that are 
passed.
Ken McDonald, Secretary

The Hundred Parishes    
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The Hundred Parishes    

Nikolaus Pevsner

 Manuden

 Ickleton

Buntingford almshouses



Calling all singers
Especially Basses & Altos

Come and sing with us!
Next Concert 23 November: Mozart Requiem

Music Director: Thomas Duchan
Rehearsals: Thursday’s from 8pm till 10pm
Felsted School Music School
Sat Nav: CM7 6LL
What3Words///organic.happily.greed

felstedchoralsociety@gmail.com
Facebook.com/felstedchoralsociety
Publicity: Tony Baker 07799 413191
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Citizen Advice    

People often think more about their energy bills in winter when it’s 
cold outside. But even though average annual energy bills fell by 
7% on 1 July for those on standard price-capped tariffs, they remain 
about £400 higher than they were three years ago. From October 
it's predicted the Price Cap will rise by 10% and then remain at 
roughly this level until it's due to change again in January 2025.
So, now is a great time to think about ways to save energy; you’ll be 
kinder to the environment and have more money in your pocket 
too!   Thanks to funding from Cadent, UK Power Network and the 
Energy Redress Scheme, we have an experienced team of special-
ists who can help you with this - they may even be able to visit you 
in your own home.  Our advice is always free, confidential and 
impartial, so why not give us a call today to find out more about:

	 Grants for energy saving improvements such as home insulation or a new 	
	 or replacement boiler - we can check if you are eligible and help you apply

	 Switching suppliers – working out which energy tariff is the best one for 		
	 you

	 Energy saving around the home

	 Helping you to join an oil club

	 Making sure you are receiving all the benefits you are entitled to

	 Helping you with fuel debt if you have already fallen to arrears (in some 		
	 cases we can apply to trusts and foundations to help pay these off)

	 Access to emergency fuel payments

Contact the team on 01799 618858
or by email: warmhomes@uttlesfordca.org.uk 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice
Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden CB11 4EB
01799 618840
help@uttlesfordca.org.uk  www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

Get energy smart
and save!
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PUZZLE PAGE  

Word Search 

+447566 720806

samhoodinteriors.com

hello@samhoodinteriors.com

Sam Hood
I N T E R I O R S

+447566 720806

samhoodinteriors.com

hello@samhoodinteriors.com

+447566 720806

samhoodinteriors.com

hello@samhoodinteriors.com
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MORE THAN JUST
BUSINESS SPACE....

Managed workspaces to
let on a flexible and
competitive term with
easy access to London
Stansted and Chelmsford.

Office space
Meeting rooms
Business support

For details contact:
Email: contact@ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk
Phone: 01277 368200
Visit www.ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk/
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Start your home care journey with 
Home Instead®  today.

Home Help 

Companionship

Personal Care 

Dementia Care 

 

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2021.

01376 319100
mike.sheehy@Braintree.HomeInstead.co.uk

No CQC Logo

one to one Dog Training 
that comes to you!

f @essexdogcitizen

www.dogcitizen.co.uk

hello@dogcitizen.co.uk

Bespoke and force-free training plans 
for puppies, dogs, multi-dog 

households

from Manners to Behaviour issues
contact Chris for a chat

07456 928836

felsted ad_a7.indd   1felsted ad_a7.indd   1 11/06/2024   15:31:5411/06/2024   15:31:54
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Are you feeling stressed, anxious, low in energy or 
just need some time to unwind?  Reiki may be just 

what you are looking for….

’

❖ 

❖ 

❖ 

❖ 
❖ 

❖ 

Purely Reiki by Diana 
Fully Qualified Reiki Practitioner 

 based in Felsted, Essex

@ a r b o r . e l i t e

FULLY INSURED

07850 877 828
01787 323 505 

 arbor.el i te@yahoo.com
www.arbor-el i te.co.uk

SPECIALISTS
IN ALL

ASPECTS OF
TREE CARE

Burials and ash interments, funerals, services

and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony and a completely

personalised service.

 Reserving a plot in advance is also possible.

Coppice Lane, North End, Between Chelmsford &

Great Dunmow, Esse", CM6 3PL

01245 806332 oldparkmeadow.co.uk

Old Park Meadow

 Natural Burial Ground
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Michael J Walsh
F U N E R A L D I R E C T O R S

a dignified and caring approach

Michael J Walsh Funeral Directors is a local family 
business that has been providing a professional, 
caring, dignified and an affordable service to the 

Great Dunmow area for over 100 years.

As well as providing traditional burial and cremation 
packages, in June 2022 we completed the building of 

Dunmow Crematorium, which we run alongside 
our established funeral services.

 

dunmow crematorium

£1125
Funeral Services from

Check out our cost estimator at

walshfunerals.com 01371 856274or phone us on  
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Are you looking to make changes  
to improve your social, physical  

and mental wellbeing?

How do I access the support?
If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex 

T: 0300 303 9988  
(Monday to Friday from 8am – 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net

• Healthy living
• Quitting smoking
• Physical and mental   
 wellbeing
• Independent living
• Mobility and equipment
• Home adaptations

• Safety and security
• Looking after someone
• Social Inclusion
• Getting out and about
• Money worries

Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support  
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

THE SOCIAL PRESCRIBING COLLABOR ATION IN MID ESSEX

35

Free Estimates  All work guaranteed  
Over 30 years Experience
Honest & Expert Advice 

Home: 01371 811308 • Mobile: 07951 349837
RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com
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A & W Gowers LTD
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at 
www.awgowers.co.uk

Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke 
joinery to the trade and public. 

Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors, 
furniture or to the largest orangery. 

Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail, 
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD 

detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows
Doors

Conservation
Gates
Stairs

Fitted 
Furniture
Kitchens

Wardrobes
Bookcases

...and much 
more

A & W Gowers LTD
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at 
www.awgowers.co.uk

Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke 
joinery to the trade and public. 

Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors, 
furniture or to the largest orangery. 

Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail, 
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD 

detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows
Doors

Conservation
Gates
Stairs

Fitted 
Furniture
Kitchens

Wardrobes
Bookcases

...and much 
more
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F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E
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Al-Anon
An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES
133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050
DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138 
www.digigo.uk
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS
Essex County Councillor: 
Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk 
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510
District Councillors: - Richard silcock
cllrsilcock@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council
Chairman: Graham Harvey
Clerk: Heather Read
Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall, 
Stebbing Road, CM6 3JD
Office Tel: 07719 552174
Office hours: Mondays: 10:00 - 12:30
email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS
The Surgery, Braintree Rd.
Tel: 01371 820410
Out of hours, John Tasker House: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY
and network emergencies:
Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

HOSPITALS
Broomfield including Casualty
Tel: 01245 362000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
James Cleverly.
james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 

MEMORIAL HALL
Lettings - Sheila Kill
Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmemhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes
Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999
Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE
Felsted
Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600
Felsted Preparatory School:
Tel: 01371 822610
Felsted Primary School:
Tel: 01371 820215
Flitch Green Academy:
Tel: 01371 822330
Ford End C of E Primary School:
Tel: 01245 237209
Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:
Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club
Tel: 01371 821131

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
(not water, see below) Tel: 03457 145 145

WATER
Affinity Water
Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 3572407

39

ANDREW BANKS – Good with wood.  
Flooring, Decking, Garden Furniture & more. 
Supply, installation, renovation.
Free consultation. andrewbanks.co.uk
01279 626389 

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow     Tel 01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal 
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.
Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow.  Tel: 01371 874518

FELSTED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Property maintenance and improvements.
Free estimates given.
Tel: Clive Perrins 01371 820330
mob: 07979 054654
www.felstedpropertymaintenance.co.uk

HOMEOPATH
Experienced, fully qualified and registered
homeopath based in Cock Green.
Contact Steph Sellers
Tel: 01371 823028.     Mob: 07986456747
Email: stephsellers2000@gmail.com
Website www.stephsellershomeopathy.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD 
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration
and Hard Landscaping
Based in Bannister Green 
Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk
email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera 
inspection. Fully Insured. Work carried 
out safely from the ground. 01371 499730 / 
07734862839 www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

PHYSIO IN FELSTED
Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist 
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,
Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy
and Integrated Myofascial Release.
Tel: 01371 821063 • mob: 07958339574.
email physioinfelsted.co.uk

RPT Professional Chauffeur Service
Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk
01371 829353 • Mob: 07836 749367

PLUMBING BY DODSON LIMITED
Your local plumbing experts.
Friendly, fully qualified, insured and experienced.
Covering emergencies to routine and specialist 
plumbing works
www.plumbingbydodson.co.uk
Call Nick on 0203 336 7362

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.
email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 • mob: 07951 349837

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
mob: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 •  mob: 07909 526713
email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com

WINDOW CLEANER
with 20 years local experience.
Tel: Eddie Driscoll mob: 07941 776705
or 01245 360540

TRADE DIRECTORY

F E L S T E D

C O M M U N I T Y  M A G A Z I N E
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Our Full Range Of Equipment Is 
Available For Hire Now
Weekend Hire Rates Available
Unit 4 | Hoblongs Industrial Estate | 
Chelmsford Road |
Great Dunmow | CM6 1JA 
01371 700727 | 

Tool & Equipment Hire
Open Mon-Fri 7:30 - 17:00

727 Tool Hire

Access Equipment - Plant - Power & Lighting - Electrical Tools - 

Gardening Equipment - Petrol/Diesel Generators - Cement Mixers 

- General Building & Decorating - Drilling, Breaking & Fixing


