FELSTED SPRING 2023

FOCUS Il

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

A FREE complimentary magazine or £1 where purchased QUARTERLY

DeernorthiofiFelstead|Road
between GockiGreenand Hollow Road
Photo: PauliMorris

B VOLUNTEERS B CORONATION
B MAID MARION B PUZZLE



Independent Funeral Home Serving Essex

“I have no hesitation in recommending
Cheryl and Paul of Secure Haven; from
the moment I contacted them to say my
Father had passed away, they guided me
through each stage both sympathetically
and professionally. The Celebrant they
arranged was really lovely and lead

the service beautifully.” Rebecca

Fulfilling funeral services
with a ‘can-do’ attitude,
by personalising every
Cremation & Burial service
to suit your family’s needs.
On-site Client Parking &t
Wheelchair Friendly.

5% Google Reviews

Call Cheryl or Paul for friendly advice or make an apppointment to visit us

in our modern and relaxed funeral home located on Hospital Approach,

Broomfield, where we can discuss your individual requirements.
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PENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.securehaven.co.uk K

Tecure Haven,

Tel: 01245 377077 B

No.1 Hospital Approach, Broomfield, CM1 7FA.
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Note from the Editor

Following the wonderful Christmas and New Year
celebrations in the parish, we again have much to
look forward to. Spring is just around the corner
and, as our front cover shows, with the increasing
warmth and longer days, nature is waking up!
Easter comes on April 9 and the Coronation quickly
follows on May 6, both occasions to again celebrate
personally and in the parish (see page 20).

In this issue | have included a section that looks at
some of the many ways that you can help by
volunteering locally. There are opportunities for all
ages to help, including reading for an hour with our
primary school children, benefitting both the young
and old alike.

Even closer to home is the delivery of the Focus.
The Focus magazine doesn’t make a profit. The
editorial team are all volunteers. The magazine is
supported by the Parish Council and all the advertising
revenue goes into the printing and delivery but
posting the magazine to every one of the 1500
homes in the parish would cost way too much.
Unfortunately, our usual delivery lady has family
issues that preclude her from continuing.

We want to continue to keep the FOCUS accessible
to everyone in Felsted and delivery free, so we are
asking for your help.

Could you help us with delivery?

Could you give a little time just four times a year to
help deliver to your green or even just your street?
We will pay any reasonable costs. (Maybe your
children would like a little extra pocket money?)
Please contact me on the email address at the side.

Don't forget the DigiGo bus also has £2 fares until
the end of March along with all the local bus services.

Finally, | would like to say thank you to the team for
producing the last issue and organising the Christmas
craft day whilst | took a break.
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Felsted Friendship Club

August was a busy month with an extra meeting — a Jubilee Tea
with quizzes and delicious cakes. At our regular monthly meeting,
we celebrated Harvest Festival, taken by the Rev. Ray Sams,
collecting £104 for Felsted Aid.

At our September meeting, we had a two minute silence for
Queen Elizabeth Il and then sang the National Anthem. Three's
Company entertained us with songs from films and shows from
the 1940s to the 1960s. We sang along, tapped our feet and
(some of us) danced.

On 29 September we had an all-day outing to RHS Hyde Hall,
where 30 members enjoyed a leisurely walk around the gardensin
glorious sunshine. Many of the roses were still flowering and the
dahlias were wonderful.

A representative from Wiltshire Foods came to our monthly October
meeting to give us a very informative talk on the 300 different
dishes they offer. They make food for those with allergies, too, and
the containers are 100% recyclable. They have mini, main and
hearty size meals which have been flash frozen. Our members
enjoyed samples of many dishes that Vanessa brought along.

In early November, we had our annual Coffee Morning, with a
variety of stalls, raising more than £500 to go towards our Christmas
Party, entertainment and presents.

At our November meeting, Sharon gave us a very positive talk about
her daughter Heather, known as H, who has Downs Syndrome. Now
46 and married, H works a 16-hour week for a local supermarket and
she and her husband live independently and lead a very active life. H
obviously has very loving and supportive parents and siblings and
members felt greatly uplifted by this talk.

We had our Christmas Party in early December, with entertainment
from singer Angie Gilbey, who had us swaying in our seats, singing
and waving our arms about! (What our grandchildren would have

thought, | don't know). Our lovely tea was prepared by Alice McLaren.

Future meetings in early 2023

B 17 February — The perennial Mr Potter

B 16 March - Tea at Felsted School, with music

B 21 April- AGM with lunch and speaker

B 19 May - speaker about Hope House, Braintree

If you are interested in coming along to one of our meetings,
please do contact either Alison Moore on 01371 821632 or Sue King
on 01371 821411.

Felsted WI

After finishing 2022 on a musical note with Chris Bishop, who sang
a selection of funny songs accompanied by ukulele and dulcimer,
we started 2023 creatively with a wonderful talk by the very talented
Amanda Sutherland. Amanda had a fascinating career in fashion
and costume in the TV and film industries and now runs her own
business making fashion accessories — the photo of, Amanda
modelling one of her beautiful fascinators.

This year promises further interesting talks including: An
enlightening talk about hearing, the National Gardens
Scheme, Medical Detection Dogs, and A quiet day at the airport.

We have been delighted to welcome some new members and
guests. There has never been a better time to give Wl a try so
why not come along? Our meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month (except August) at 7.45pm in

the Felsted Memorial Hall.

For further information please contact Penny Lewis on
07825 312829 or Margaret Smith on 01371 822092.




Volunteering Opportunities

Felsted Royal British Legion Club

The Legion is open to everyone to join! Would you be willing to
become part of our committee?

We urgently need committee members, which involves you
attending four meetings a year plus one annual meeting. The
branch members are responsible for the military side of the
legion which includes assisting with the Poppy Appeal and the
annual remembrance along with events to promote the name of
the Royal British Legion in Felsted.

If you can help, please contact Terry Nunn, Branch Secretary, on
07769 684839 or email terryn@hopespare.com

Felsted Primary School needs you!

Felsted Primary School is on the hunt for volunteers from the
community to spare an hour a week to come in to school and
listen to our children read. We recognise that reading is an
invaluable life skill and one of the greatest ways of promoting
reading is to read aloud to someone. So, if you would be willing
to share an hour a week with our children and promote their
love of reading, please contact Beki Layzell (Deputy Head) via
admin@felsted-pri.essex.sch.uk.

Anyone for tea?

The charity Re-engage is looking for tea party hosts in the area.
This involves hosting 5-6 older people who are socially isolated,
plus their drivers, on one or two Sundays a year. You provide a
delicious tea for them to enjoy in the company of others, helping
to reduce loneliness. For more details email Pat Churchill
patchurchill@btinternet.com or call 07796 306700
www.re-engage.org.uk

Felsted Memorial Hall

Hello everyone!

Happy new year to all of you. | do hope you enjoyed the festive
season. My good wishes might be a bit late now, but it's the first
opportunity we've had to chat.

What an eventful year 2022 was. | wonder what this year will
bring? We know there will be a wonderful coronation for our new
King and, of course, the build up and preparations will be exciting.

The Memorial Hall Committee has its own celebrations to plan as
the hall is 100 years old this year! This was discussed at our last
meeting and there are some lovely ideas coming forward. Whatever
we decide to do, you'll all be informed and it will be well advertised.

| hope you all managed to see and enjoy our pantomime which
was performed in the last weekend of January and first weekend
of February. Tickets sold really fast and the price included a fish
and chip supper during the interval. Great fun was had by cast,
crew and audience. There is such enthusiasm that we are all
planning the next one! As soon as we have the figures, | will be
able to tell you how much profit we made and our donations to
two charities. Our profits go back into the Memorial Hall funds
which help to maintain and keep your hall a pleasant place to be.

Our Memorial Hall committee members are a dedicated bunch,
meeting regularly, discussing subjects like maintaining the hall,
finance, fundraising and bookings to name a few. Some of you
may be new to the area and feel you would like to get involved in
the community. We have vacancies on the committee and would
welcome you. Our next AGM is on Thursday 2 March at 7pm in the
hall. Do come along if you are interested. | think | mentioned last
year that we will eventually be losing two of our longest serving
members, Margaret and Dicky Howett, as they have plans to
move away. Margaret is our Treasurer and will be sorely missed, so
if you have those skills and would like to join us, please come to
the AGM. Dicky too, keeps an eye on repairs and the fabric of the
hall, as well as doing the lighting, sound and technical support for
our pantos and any other events.

Well, spring is around the corner, so the next time we chat, the
sun will be shining!

Take care.
Hazel Fox



Felsted Holy Cross Church United Reformed Church

Dear Friends,
On behalf of the URC | would like to wish all of our readers a very

Y S YR (1] happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

We had a very successful 2022, enabling us to donate £700 to our
chosen charity, J's Hospice, and thanks to the generosity of our
congregation, we were also able to donate £222 to Braintree
Mencap - a charity that we have supported for over 60 years.

Our last two special events were very well supported, and our
thanks goes to all of those who helped in any way to make them
so successful.

Dates for your diary
Church Social to be held on Friday 24 March at 2.00pm.
Home Group meets every two weeks at 10.30am commencing

on Wednesday 15 February. This group is led by Rev. Ray Sams
a S I to discuss and share topics on the bible.

E Felsted Connections meets every 3rd Thursday of the month at
12.00pm commencing on 16 February. This is a friendly group of
people who meet for lunch (bring your own); hot drinks are

supplied by the church.

The Women's Guild will meet every Monday from 6 March - 30
October 2023. We will be having a Coronation Celebration on
Monday 15 May. This will take the form of an afternoon tea with
music. Both ladies and gents are welcome.

Please contact Diane 01376 583994 with any queries..

Zero Waste - Plastic Free - Refill Shop

We sell ethical & sustainable items for you & your home:
Wholefoods - Cleaning - Laundry - Hair & Body - Household items

Refill more, throw away less
AP RI L ‘ 7 o 9 T H If you would like a more cost effective way of shopping and help in reducing your
household waste and single use plastics, please visit us. Bring your clean empty
containers, we will weigh them, and you can buy the amount you need.

FULL DETAILS ON THE CHURCH WEBSITE Reduce — Reuse — Refill Opening times: Tues—Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

“COME TO ME, ALL WHO LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY ‘é"eb.fi.tef - ”at“ra”ﬁ’“”""rappeg-cc’-ﬁk Unit 4 Blake House Craft Centre Blake End,
LADEN, AND | WILL GIVE YOU REST.” MATTHEW 11:28 mail: info@naturallyunwrapped.co.u Rayne, CM77 6SH

@naturallyunwrapped Naturally Unwrapped
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PCSO Report

Hello,

| am PCSO Natalie Smith and | am the local Police Community
Support Officer for Felsted.

| have recently introduced a beat surgery in Felsted. | hold this
once a month in the Wood Cottage Tea Room within the village.
Please feel free to call in and see me to discuss any local issues
and crime prevention. The dates are advertised on the Parish
Council notice boards / website and our local Uttlesford Facebook
page (EPUttlesford).

Our Community Policing Team members are often out in the
district carrying out speed checks, which is regularly raised as a
concern in the community. Felsted is lucky to have a great group of
volunteers who carry out Community Speed Watch. If you have an
area of particular concern, please feel free to feed this back through
the Parish Council, or of course drop in to the beat surgery.

There are several ways you can contact Essex Police, through

dialling 101 on the telephone, via digital 101 online www.essex.police.

uk/digitall01 and via the online chat function on our Essex Police
website. You can also use crime stoppers to pass information to us
anonymously, call 0800 555111 or visit www.crimestoppers-uk.org.

These reporting methods can be used to report crime, antisocial
behaviour, suspicious behaviour, found property and more. No
matter what the issue is, we urge people to come forward. More
reports allow us to create the intelligence reports that enable us to
carry out specific and targeted operations. Help us to help you!

| look forward to meeting you on my travels, Stay Safe.
Natalie

Felsted Focus distributors

We are very keen to find people to help distribute Felsted Focus
once a gquarter. Could you spare a few hours delivering the
magazine to the homes of people in your part of the parish?
Ideally, we would have one person for each ‘Green’. Petrol money
can be reimbursed. Please email felstededitor@gmail.com if
you are able to help. Thank you, in anticipation.

The Hundred Parishes Society

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Flowering snowdrops are a welcome sight in early February. Although
not native to this country, these spring-flowering bulbs were planted
in churchyards from the 16th century onwards. As their seeds are
dispersed by ants, they have become naturalised in suitable
locations such as hedgerows. Snowdrops carpet parts of Hatfield
Forest and the gardens of Audley End and Easton Lodge where
visitors can admire them; smaller clusters will be present in most
of the churchyards around the Hundred Parishes.

Snowdrops are easily seen, but other early spring flowers will follow
them as the days lengthen. Yellow-flowered primroses, winter
aconites and lesser celandines appear alongside sweet violets. All
these flowers produce pollen and nectar, vital food for early-foraging
honeybees, queen bumblebees and other insects. Surveys of
churchyards indicate they can be havens for wildflowers, often
supporting species which have become rare in the wider countryside.

Whilst neatly mown grass is appreciated by many, leaving vegetation
uncut allows many attractive grassland plants to flower for the
benefit of insects.

The Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland organises a wildflower
hunt to record what is in flower at the start of the year. The aim is
to record how flowers are responding to a warming climate.
Enthusiasts search their local area, noting what is in flower. This
year, the number of species recorded within the Hundred Parishes
was much reduced, almost certainly due to the wintry weather
experienced in December.

More flowers will bloom as spring advances, so | encourage you to
enjoy one or more of the walks
or open gardens listed on
www.hundredparishes.org.uk
- or visit your local churchyard.
If you are able to, take some
photos of what is in flower to
share with friends or family or
post them on Facebook,
perhaps on The Hundred
Parishes Facebook group.

Tricia Moxey

Trustee Snowdrops

L



Recipe: Sultana Cake

This is one of my favourite fruit cake recipes, ideal for your
coronation tea party.

INGREDIENTS

225g/8oz sultanas 3 drops almond essence
100g/40z butter or firm margarine, 1759/60z self-raising flour

cut up into small pieces 1 pinch salt

175g/60z sugar 50g/ 2 oz chopped nuts (optional)

2 small eggs, beaten

Method:
1. Cover the sultanas in water and let them soak overnight.

2. Grease an 8-inch round baking tin and line the base with
greased, greaseproof paper, vegetable parchment or
waxed paper.

3. Bring the water and sultanas to the boil and then strain
off the water.

4. Placed the sultanasin a large mixing bowl. While they are still
hot, mix in the butter or margarine.

5. Mixin the sugar, beaten eggs and almond essence.

6. Siftin the flour and salt and then add in the chopped nuts
(if using). Mix well.

Pour the cake mixture into the prepared tin and smooth the top.

8. Bake in a moderate oven at 350°F/175°C/160°C Fan,
for 30 minutes.

9. Reduce the heat to 300°F/150°C/130°C Fan until the centre is
firm to the touch.

10. Turn out the cake from the baking tin onto a cooling rack. Store
in an airtight container when cooled.
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Felsted Parish Council

The Parish Council Office is now open on Mondays from
10.00am until 12.30pm.

20's Plenty for Essex
Felsted Parish Council has agreed to support the 20’s Plenty for
Essex campaign!

In the last few decades cars have become larger and more
comfortable which has led to an increase in the speeds that we
are seeing on our roads. The parish council can't make people
choose smaller cars, but we can call upon Essex County Council
to reduce the speed limit to reduce the risk to pedestrians in our
communities.

The stopping distance at 20mph is about half that at 30mph and
where visibility is limited, such as after a corner, the risk to other
road users is higher. The risk that a pedestrian is fatally injured in
a crash if they are hit at 30mph is about 7x greater than at 20mph
(https://mwww.20splenty.org/). Lower speed also reduces the fear of
a road accident, making the streets more enjoyable for people to
walk and cycle. Reduced speed limits also support all other efforts
to reduce CO, emissions from road traffic and try to leave a
human-safe climate for future generations.

As part of the 20's Plenty for Essex campaign, Felsted Parish
Council will call on Essex County Council to implement 20mph
speed limits in Felsted and throughout the county on streets
where people live, work, shop, play or learn. We will ask that
30mph be the speed limit of exception on roads where full
consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users allows a
higher limit.

Defibrillator Training

The PC is arranging an on-site defibrillator training session which
it is anticipated will take place in the URC Hall in the Spring.
Although defibrillators can be used without training clinical
evidence shows that there are twice as many successful rescues
where the local commmunity have attended a training session. The
cost of the training session will be in the region of £10 per person.
If you are interested in attending, please contact the Clerk.

Felsted Parish Council

Nature Area

The Nature Area is a 33-acre site owned by the Parish Council
situated behind Station Road. A variety of habitats are being
developed throughout the site and these will be managed to
encourage wildlife and biodiversity. This is a very long-term
project which is being overseen by a working group including
both members of the parish council and local resident volunteers.
If you are interested and wish to become involved by joining the
small, enthusiastic and friendly working group, please do contact
the Clerk for more information. No special skills are required, just
a love of nature!

Heather Read, Clerk to the Council
Tel: 01371 823071/ 07719 552174 - Email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk

Keep up to date with all the council news - Visit the PC
website and enter your email address to receive automatic
notification by email of all news articles as they are posted

on the website.

New Health Centre for Felsted

The parish council is pleased to report that construction of the
new health centre for the parish, which will be included as part
of the development in Station Road, is about to commence.
Mulberry Homes, who are developing the site, have advised
that they are about to start the groundwork. The new health
centre will be one of the first buildings to be completed as part
of this development.

Whilst there are a few details regarding the internal layout that
are still under consideration, construction of the building will
start very soon. We will keep you posted periodically with
further progress during construction.

15
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Maid Marion Maid Marion

Another part of the story describes how King John was further
embarrassed by this brave young woman when, pursued by him
and his soldiers into the forest, she spurned him a second time.
While Maid Marian does not appear in early Medieval versions of
the tale of Robin Hood, she does crop up in a couple of plays
around 1600, since when the pair have become forever linked

in folklore.

A Robin Hood connection
in Little Dunmow

We all know the legendary tales of Robin
Hood, but did you know that there is a
local connection? It seems that Matilda
Fitzwalter, whose effigy lies in Little
Dunmow church, may be none other
than (or at least inspired the story of)
Maid Marion.

You do need a little imagination to follow

Once his lands were restored to him by King Richard, Robin Hood
was able to take up his title of Earl of Huntingdon, but when he
died his wife was once more at the mercy of the wicked John.
She fled back to her roots at Dunmow Priory, hoping to put

the tale, but it seems Matilda caught the eye of King John at distance between them. John wanted the last word, though
a tournament held for her 18th birthday by her father, Robert and not forgetting their chequered past he sent a knight to
Fitzwalter, proprietor of Castle Baynard and Lord of Little visit her, complete with a token — a poisoned bracelet — which
Dunmow. She, however, was smitten with an anonymous knight caused her death.

who arrived and won both the jousting and her heart. King John
was well known for his philandering ways and Matilda and her
father rejected his royal advances. Legend has it that John set
about destroying Robert and history shows that he was
banished in 1212.

Matilda fled into the forest and, as luck would have it, bumped
into her ‘knight in shining armour’, none other than Robin Hood,
and took the name Marian. The birthday tournament must have
taken place in Sherwood Forest as, although its size would have
been around 100 times bigger in 1200 than its current 1000 acres,
it's nonetheless about 130 miles from Little Dunmow!

The Prioy Church at Little Dunmow

Alabaster effigy in the Prioy Church at Little Dunmow of Matilda Fitzwalter

[ I
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Citizen Advice

Rural Cost of Living

Whilst Uttlesford is a beautiful place to live, our

location can present a challenge. The cost of living in a

rural area is higher because we have to travel further to

shops and services - this is particularly hard for anyone trying to
find work, access education or navigate the benefits system. A
quarter of the houses in Uttlesford are ‘off-grid’ and many are old
and poorly insulated, which means that fuel poverty is more
prevalent. We also have to contend with patchy connectivity, no
job centre and poor public transport links.

A survey commissioned by the Rural Services Network (RSN) last
year shows rural areas are also suffering more acutely from the rise
in the cost of living compared to urban areas. So, to understand
more about rural household budgets, they have launched a Rural
Cost of Living Household Survey. If you can spare a few minutes,
your input will help the RSN to engage more effectively with
Government Departments, MPs and other policy makers.

You can access the survey here until 31st March 2023:
https:/Mww.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Rural_Households_Cost-of-Living

As a local charity, we work hard to help everyone in the community
overcome, or at least mitigate, these challenges. You can read
more about how we make a difference in our Insight Report 2022,
available on our website https:;/Mww.uttlesfordca.org.uk/about-us/

If you are worried about rising costs and struggling financially, our
friendly advisers are here to help. We offer free advice and support
and can help you to access warm homes advice, help with fuel
debts and energy efficiency measuresBenefits applications and
entitlements.

- Information about council tax support

- Budgeting & debt advice

- Support with housing and homelessness issues

- Emergency funds for fuel, food, prescriptions and essential travel

- Local food banks and children’s clothes banks

- Support for carers

- Employment advice & access to support for job seekers

Citizen Advice

Our advice is available to everyone and is always free,
confidential and impartial.
For online advice go to www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Call us on 01799 618840
Email help@uttlesfordca.org.uk
Or visit our one-touch video access points in Great Dunmow
and Stansted libraries and at the Old School House, Takeley

To access over 150 local health, wellbeing and community
groups go to www.uttlesfordfrontline.org.uk

Uttlesford Citizens Advice, Barnards Yard, Saffron Walden CB11 4EB
Tel: 01799 618840 - help@uttlesfordca.org.uk www.uttlesfordca.org.uk

@ Felsted Choral Society

HANDEL
JUDAS MACCABEUS

‘The new Novello Choral Edition (Channon]

1t April 2023 at 7pm
FELSTED SCHOOL CHAPEL

BY KIND PERMISSION OF THE HEADMASTER

Stebbing Road, Felsted, CM6 3LL

Felsted Choir & Orchestra under the direction
of THOMAS DUCHAN

CHORAL MUSIC AT ITS BEST
Tickets £20

Programme and interval Refreshment included.

Tickets available by either: Scan to buy tickets

Our Facebook page @ @FelstedChoralSociety

Emailing felstedchoralsociety@gmail.com

Calling Tony Baker (Publicity) 01371 871658, 07799 413191
Registered Charity: 297351
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Saturday 6th May
2023

Felsted celebrates thg
Coronation

JOIN US!

Felsted Village Events is planning to celebrate
the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles III
and the Queen Consort Camilla on Saturday 6th

May 2023. Join us on the village playing field
for afternoon and evening entertainment, food,
a bar and more! It's free to enter! Stay tuned for

more details. MORE INFO

V OLUNTEER ! @f‘elsteficoron‘ation
www.felstedcoronation.carrd.co

Can you spare an hour or two to help?

We need volunteers for the bar, food tent, litter

picking and car-parking.

Please contact: fm.felstedpc @ gmail.com

|

WELCOME TO HARVARD!

The Dunmow Theatre Company presents:
Legally Blonde, The Musical.

The Dunmow Theatre company, previously known as Dunmow
Players, turns 102 years old this year. We bring together local
talent and likeminded people in an inclusive and passionate
environment to bring large scale and affordable theatre to
Dunmow and the surrounding areas.

This Easter we will be performing Legally Blonde, The Musical at
The Foakes Hall, Great Dunmow, Wednesday 5 - Saturday 8 April.

Legally Blonde explores the transformation of Elle Woods, a
love-struck sorority sister turned lawyer once she follows her
ex-boyfriend to Harvard Law. As the school year unfolds, Elle
quickly learns that she's smarter than she thought and with her
ensemble of unique friends Elle proves that being true to yourself
never goes out of style. A perfect feel good musical full of fun
songs performed by our fabulous

cast alongside our live nine piece

band.

We have all found our way here
out of a longing, whether that is
to perform, to be a part of
something creative or even just
to learn to express ourselves to
become more confident and
widen our skills in performing
arts. As a company, we support
and encourage people of all ages
who have an interest in the arts
and theatre. Whether on or off
stage everyone is welcome.

For more information visit our

website at:

www.dunmowtheatrecompany.com or follow on social media
platforms. Tickets for Legally Blonde can be bought at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/dunmow-theatre-company.

We can't wait to see you there!
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Felsted Primary School

As | write this article we are just returning after a much-needed
Christmas break. Reflecting on the Autumn term makes me feel
very happy and proud of our school community. We were finally
able to fully return to pre pandemic traditions that mean so much
to us all.

Our fantastic PTFA held the first Christmas Bazaar since 2019 and
raised a huge amount of money for the school. What was great
about this event was seeing how much fun the children and families
had but also watching the PTFA and staff all pitching in to help.
The nativity ‘Starstruck’, was performed by our wonderful younger
children. There were lots of smiles and maybe even a few emotional
moments for those watching these shows. The children and staff
did so well and it was great having so many parents watching and
supporting us.

This Christmas our Key

Stage 2 children puton a

fantastic carol concert at

Holy Cross church. This has

been much missed for the

last two years and | felt very

moved by the amazing,

heartfelt singing and beautiful

readings. The atmosphere

of the church made the

concert feel so much more

special and again it was

lovely to share this moment

with our parents/relatives. We managed the walk there through
the snow and ice and were made very welcome on arrival, so a big
thank you to Reverend Taylor and his team for this.

Another Felsted Primary School tradition that has been sadly
missed for the last two years is the whole school trip to the panto.
We had booked this last year ready for December 2022 but were
told early in the term that the shows had been cancelled. Luckily,
we managed to secure seats at the theatre in Bishops Stortford
instead. Off we trooped in our three double decker buses. We had
the whole theatre to ourselves and Jack and the Beanstalk was a
brilliant show with lots of laughter, singing, cheering and booing
and even a little dancing! This was a brilliant activity at the end of a
very long term!

Felsted Primary School

Our Key Stage 2 choir paid a visit to the residents at Bings Hall and
sang them some carols. It was a lovely opportunity for the children
and the residents greatly enjoyed the singing. Thank you to the
staff who made our children and staff feel very welcome.

We also had a visit from a certain gentleman dressed in red and
white! He delivered goodies for all the children and they were very

excited and pleased to see him.

We have lots of great things to
look forward to this term at Felsted
Primary School. We kick the new
year off with a skipping workshop
day in January, we have plans for
an Art week on the last week of
term. In between those two
events there are many class visits
and activities planned to enhance

learning.
Bryony Collins - Headmistress

« Compliment Slips * Business Cards * Parish Magazines * Scrap Pads
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Clark rlntlng

LI M I TED
Email: sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk
Web: www.paulclarkprint.co.uk

All of our printing is produced
using Carbon Capture paper,
helping to create new native
woodland and capturing CO2

Helping capture CO»
and plant trees
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 Business Packs e Loyalty Cards « Invitations  Orders of Service *

BLOCKED DRAINS?

We are a father & son
drainage company

specialising in
¢ Blocked drains
e CCTV Survey
¢ All blockages carried out
¢ Underground Drain repairs
e Patch Repairs
e Septic Tank inspections
& installations

Local Water Authority Approved
24 hour service ® 35 years experience
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Felsted for a Sustainable Future: A New Plan to Make
Felsted School Greener and More Sustainable into the
Future has been Unveiled

To mark The Queen'’s Platinum Jubilee, Felsted took part in The Queen’s Green
Canopy (QGC) Project, planting over 200 trees onsite and distributing many more
to the Felsted community.

In addition to the school’s existing eco-friendly measures, which
include recycling and energy conservation, is a list of new
initiatives, aimed at reducing waste, promoting sustainability
and encouraging the ecosystem to flourish at the North Essex
independent co-educational boarding and day school.

The Felsted community of pupils, families and staff is committed
to making a difference in the world and also to the world, by
protecting our planet for the benefit of the generations who follow
us,’ said Felsted Head Chris Townsend. ‘However, we know we need
to do more. So, from 2023, Felsted will focus on ensuring that the
need to care for our environment is a key consideration in every
aspect of life at our school'.

Central to the new ‘Felsted for a Sustainable Future' plan is the
wider use of sustainable materials, new recycling points, a drive for
energy efficiency, and measures to encourage the local ecosystem
to flourish:

B Reduction of single-use cups — instead students and staff will
use sustainable and reusable water bottles and coffee cups.

B Biodegradable and plastic-free items will be used as far as
possible on the school site, including medical ice packs and
sanitary products.

B More recycling facilities will be installed around the school
along with more detailed information on how and what to
recycle, including batteries, printer cartridges and even
contact lenses.

B New student sustainability reps will be tasked with suggesting
and running sustainability initiatives for pupils and staff.

B Composting and the re-use of natural materials will be
stepped up.

B Natural habitats on the school site will be rewilded to encour
age new species of flora and fauna to thrive and supporting the
biodiversity of the local area.

Taking responsibility for the world will continue to be a key theme
in lessons and activities for even the youngest pupils at Felsted,
which educates boys and girls aged four to 18.

"Practical opportunities to encourage sustainability on a day-to-day
basis around the school all help to make a difference," said Mr
Townsend, "but just as important is the need to educate young
people about the reasons why we must protect the planet for the
future — their future."

For further information or comment, please telephone the Felsted
Marketing Department on 01371 822647 or
email marketing@felsted.org

Read more about Sustainability at Felsted here:
https://www.felsted.org/sustainability
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live well link well
o

Are you looking to make changes

to improve your social, physical
and mental wellbeing?

!‘
, l'l).

[ A

Live Well Link Well is free and confidential support
of a non-medical nature. We can help you with:

* Healthy living .
* Quitting smoking .

* Physical and mental .
wellbeing o

* Independent living R
* Mobility and equipment
* Home adaptations

Safety and security
Looking after someone
Social Inclusion
Getting out and about

Money worries v
RN

How do | access the support?
If you are aged over 18 and live in Essex

T: 0300 303 9988
(Monday to Friday from 8am — 7pm)

E: livewell.linkwell@nhs.net

TILING | SLATING | LEADWORK | GUTTERING | FLAT
ROOFS | CHIMNEYS | ALL REPAIRS

| Free Estimates | All work guaranteed |
| Over 30 years Experience |
|Honest & Expert Advice|

Home: 01371 811308 * Mobile: 07951 349837
RWheelerRoofing@gmail.com

Simon Eastaugh

Tel: 07760 417585
www.onechoicetiling.co.uk
E: Enquiries@onechoicetiling.co.uk
Instagram and Facebook - onechoicetiling
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Falcon Bowling
& Social Club

Facilities second to none in the UK

Only 10 to 15 minutes from your home

Indoor, outdoor and short mat bowling
for all ages all year round.
All standards of bowlers catered for

Coaching available

FREE Taster Sessions
every Friday at 6.30pm
available to all newcomers if required
(all equipment supplied)

Restaurant and Bar facilities.
Contact details below or just pay us a visit:

Channels Drive, Chelmsford CM3 3FB
01245 443666
Email, info@falconbowlingclub.co.uk
www.falconbowlingclub.co.uk

Enjoyment,
Companionship
and Exercise

These are the some of the benefits the
bowling community brings into peoples lives

PUZZLE PAGE

Word Search - Spring
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Word bank

1. bulbs 2. flowers 3. eqggs 4. easter
5. blossom 6. spring 7. rain 8. crocus
9. snowdrop 10. green 11. coronation 12. tulips
13. warmth 14. pancakes 15. daffodils
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JOIN OUR CLUB!

All welcome at our monthly meetings.
Entertainments. Refreshments.
Good conversation.

Flag waving and balloons optional

The Felsted Friendship Club meet at Felsted Memorial Hall on
the 3™ Friday of the month 2.15pm for 2.30pm.

For more details contact Alison 821632 or Sue 821411
(Charity number 270264)
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ CORNER

You may have already read that the Uttlesford Local Plan has been
paused recently, this is to allow for the evidence already collected
and assessed to be cross-checked and verified. This has come
about because of a fresh appraisal of the work already undertaken
by a newly appointed senior Planning Policy Officer, who has
substantial experience of guiding local plans through to approval,
particularly in rural areas.

We know this is regrettable, and we are as disappointed as anyone.
However, we believe this is correct and justified because this
district needs a Local Plan that is worthy of it. A real benefit of this
delay is that parish councils and others will have a much more
accessible and clearer justified ‘Draft Local Plan’ consultation
document.

We are always very happy to answer questions on this either by
email or directly at our Councillors’ Surgery before each monthly
Parish Council meeting. Should you want to find more information
there are monthly reports to the Parish Council on their website:
https://stebbing-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/meetings/reports or on
the local plan in general: www.uttlesford.gov.uk/new-local-plan

National Planning Policy Framework

Before Christmas the government released a major consultation on
planning reform and very importantly upon proposed changes to
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which will have an
impact on planning in our District. This consultation asks for
comments on potential changes. If you would like to comment
please see the link on our January report on the Parish Council
website. Do get in touch with us to discuss this.

Cost of Living

Prices are rising and the rise in the cost of living overall affects us
all. There is an area on the UDC website that shares information on
some of the help that is available within the district, plus some
handy hints and tips to help you. https:/Mwww.uttlesford.gov.uk/
cost-of-living

We are both always very happy to meet with you, answer questions
for you or offer our assistance either at our surgery before the
Parish Council meeting, elsewhere, on the phone or via email.

clirmerifield@uttlesford.gov.uk and cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Our very best wishes  Sandi Merifield and Jon Evans
3]



‘ MORE THAN JUST BUSINESS

SPACE....

./a) Sustainable Green Homes Grants could
%%’/ Warmth make your home more
energy efficient and save

2. you money this winter

Managed workspaces from 14-81 sqm

(150 to 847 sq ft) to let on a flexible

and competitive term with easy access
d to London Stansted and Chelmsford.

AFFORDABLE

Easy in/easy out
licenses.
Flexible to suit you

- — — -
Looking f | e
ooking for o
your next i T
support, expert advice
and networking

office space?

During the winter rﬁ'onths,
we use the heating at home
more to stay warm.

PHONE ADDRESS
o+ n EMAIL 01277 368200 Ongar Business

- Centre, The Gables,
contact@ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk Fyfield Road, Ongar,

www.ongarbusinesscentre.co.uk/ Essex CM5 0GA

If you live in Uttlesford, find it hard to heat your
home and worry about your energy bills, a Green
Homes Grant might be able to help.

You could qualify for help if you live in an energy

inefficient home, which is owned or privately

rented, and you are in receipt of benefits or are

on a low income. How does it work?

What is the Green Homes Grant? Warmworks is the Managing Agent
delivering this scheme on behalf of

The Green Homes Grant scheme is a UK Uttlesford District Council. Following a
Government funded initiative supporting local survey of your property by a qualified
projects to make energy saving improvements in surveyor at a convenient time, they will

your home, helping to reduce household fuel bills ~ recommend a package of improvements
and make homes warmer. that is suitable for your home.

DISTR .
W P (&8
o %0

Get in touch today to find
out more about Green Homes Grants

0808 196 8255 [E] 3= (=]
D B _E& ]
I : ﬁi il
j— surveys.est.org.uk/s/GreenHomesGrantSchemeLAD (515 A

Please note that the repair or replacement of fossil fuel systems such as gas, oil and LPG boilers is not offered as part of this scheme ;,'e . ’) LADz
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General Garden
Maintenance

Grass and Hedge
Cutting & Driveway
Cleaning

E: hughesc72@aol.com

M: 07807 300574
T: 01376 529165

Arboricultural Services

All Tree & Hedge Works Undertaken Including: www.crestwoodarb.co.uk

Call Ben on 01371 823234
info@crestwoodarb.co.uk

m Reductions & Pruning
m Tree Felling & Dismantling
u Stump Grinding
m 24hr Emergency Call Out
m Hedge Trimming & Shaping

NPTC Qualified, Fully Insured
All Works Follow BS3998, AFAG & HSE Guidelines
Free Advice With No Obligation Quotation
Felsted Based Business Covering Essex & Herts
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info@astragraphic.co.uk

GRAPHIC DESIGN
SOLUTIONS TO

SUIT YOU...

astragraphic

07771 898471

U G AN, U A

o We offer burial & ash interments, services and wakes.

o Adaptable to any ceremony and a completely
personalised service from plaque to music.

® Reserving a plot in advance is also possible.

o Assurance of a caring & compassionate experience.

Coppice Lane, (behind the Butchers Arms Pub)
North End, Between Chelmsford &

Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 3PL

Tel: 01245 806332

Email: info@oldparkmeadow.co.uk

Website: www.oldparkmeadow.co.uk

MICHAEL ] WALSH

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
A DIGNIFIED AND CARING APPROVAL

WALSHFUNERALS.COM
EMAIL: WALSH57@BTINTERNET.COM

TELEPHONE:
01371 856274

BLATCHES FARM,
BRAINTREE ROAD,
STEBBING, DUNMOW,
ESSEX, CM6 3AL
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A& W Gowers LTD

Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A local family run joinery manufacturer, who provide bespoke
joinery to the trade and public.
Whether it be the smallest mould, through to windows, doors,
furniture or to the largest orangery.
Quotations are provided free based on architectural detail,
photography, or sample copy. Additional services include CAD
detailing, finishing, glazing and hardware supply.

Windows Fitted
Doors Furniture
Conservation Kitchens
Gates Wardrobes
Stairs Bookcases
..and much
more

For free friendly advice and estimates please contact us at

www.awgowers.co.uk
Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Al-Anon

An organisation that supports families/
friends of problem drinkers
www.al-anonuk.org.uk/

BUSES

133 Network Colchester: 01206 877620
16 Stephenson: 01376 503050

DigiGo Bus: 03330 137138
www.digigo.uk

Traveline: 0871200 22 33 or
www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Braintree: 01376 324129
Great Dunmow: 01799 618840

COUNCILS

Essex County Councillor:

Martin Foley: 01799 510510
cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk
Uttlesford District Council: 01799 510510

District Councillors: - Sandi Merifield
clirmerifield@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Evans: cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

Felsted Parish Council
Chairman: Graham Harvey
Clerk: Heather Read

Parish Office: United Reformed Church Hall,

Stebbing Road, CM6 31D

Office Tel: 01371 823071

Office hours: Mondays: 10:00 - 12:30
and Wednesdays: 16:00 - 18:30
email: clerk@felsted-pc.gov.uk
www.felsted-pc.gov.uk

DOCTORS

The Surgery, Braintree Rd.
Tel: 01371 820410

Out of hours: 01371 872121

ELECTRICITY

and network emergencies:

Tel: 0800 7838838, 0800 0280247
and 08701 963090 (daytime)

GAS
National Grid & Emergencies
Tel: 0800 111999

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

HOSPITALS

Broomfield including Casualty

Tel: 01245 362000 MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Kemi Badenoch
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

MEMORIAL HALL

Lettings - Sheila Kill

Tel: 07926 377343
felstedmemhall@gmail.com

POLICE for our parishes

Essex Police Main Telephone Numbers:
Emergencies: 999

Non-Emergency Tel: 101

POST OFFICE

Felsted

Tel: 01371 820251
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder

SCHOOLS
Felsted School:
Tel: 01371 822600

Felsted Preparatory School:

Tel: 01371 822610

Felsted Primary School:

Tel: 01371 820215

Flitch Green Academy:

Tel: 01371 822330

Ford End C of E Primary School:

Tel: 01245 237209

Email: admin@fordend.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.fordendschool.com
Helena Romanes School:

Tel: 01371 872560
Whipper-snappers Daycare Nursery
and Kids Club

Tel: 01371 821131

SEWERAGE
Anglian Water - sewerage
(not water, see below) Tel: 03457 145 145

WATER

Affinity Water

Supply problems and emergencies
Tel: 0345 3572407




FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

TRADE DIRECTORY

ACER TREE SURGERY

Dunmow company.

Fully insured and NPTC assessed.
Email: acertreesurgery@gmail.com
Tel: 01799 598084 - Mob: 07958 184196

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC TREATMENTS
The Retreat, Dunmow

01371 878989
www.theretreatdunmow.co.uk

BINGS HALL

We are a small, friendly, family orientated
care home in Felsted available for either
respite or permanent care.

Contact Carla — Manager on 01371 820544
Mobile 07889 840274 or pop in to Bings
and have a tour and a chat.

CLEAR SIGHT DRONES

Aerial photography. Have your property
photographed by professional drone pilot.
Services also include roof surveys, boundary
line identification.

Tel. Clive 01371 820330 / 07979 054654
www.clearsightdrones.com

CRESTWOOD

Arboricultual Services

Tel. 01371 823234

email: info@crestwoodarb.co.uk
www.crestwoodarb.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN.

BEEHIVE ELECTRICAL LTD

All types of electrical work undertaken.
Tel: Neil on 07989 499983

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Daniel Robinson & Sons Ltd. 24 hr personal
service. Pre-payment funeral plans.
Haslers Lane, Gt. Dunmow.

Tel: 01371 874518

FELSTED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Property maintenance and improvements.
Free estimates given.

Tel: Clive Perrins 01371 820330

mob: 07979 054654
www.felstedpropertymaintenance.co.uk
FELSTED CONSTRUCTION LTD

General builders,

Established in the village 30 years.

Tel: Michael Sutton 07976 933861

or 01371 820136.

FOOT CARE AT HOME

Sally Roberts Foot Health Practitioner.
Tel 01787 461753

email: sallyshomefootcare@gmail.com

GENERAL GEEK

IT Support in Your Home! Virus removal,
laptop and desktop repairs.

Tablet and Mobile Phone Repairs,
support and training.

Office: Tel: 0800 1337514 or

Engineer: mob: 07701065253

GOOD WITH WOOD

Flooring, Decking, Garden Furniture

& more. Supply, installation, renovation.
Free consultation.

andrewbanks.co.uk 01279 626389

HOMEOPATH

Experienced, fully qualified and registered
homeopath based in Cock Green.

Contact Steph Sellers

Tel: 01371 823028. Mob: 07986456747
Email: stephsellers2000@gmail.com
Website www.stephsellershomeopathy.co.uk

KARATE AND KICKBOXING CLASSES,
Felsted Memorial Hall,

Thursdays from 5.30 pm.

Please see www.themartialartscentre.com

LAWN MOWER & GARDEN MACHINERY
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

Priory Lodge, Felsted.

Tel: 01371 820695

LOCAL FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Paul J King Funeral Directors

24Hr Service, Pre-paid plans
www.pauljking.com

Tel 01371 223116 / 01376 334466

MORTGAGE RESOLVE

Tel: 07547 672700
www.mortgageresolve.co.uk

email: paul@mortgageresolve.co.uk

P.JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Brickwork, Repointing, Restoration

and Hard Landscaping

Based in Bannister Green

Tel: 01371 499730/ 07734 862839
www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

email: info@judgeconstruction.co.uk

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

FELSTED

COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

TRADE DIRECTORY

P. JUDGE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
Gutter clearance service with full camera
inspection. Fully Insured. Work carried

out safely from the ground. 01371 499730 /
07734862839 www.judgeconstruction.co.uk

PAWS FOR THOUGHT!

Dog Walking Service. Dog walking and pet
sitting service in Felsted and surrounding
areas. Fully insured and trained in Pet First
Aid. Find me on Facebook or telephone
Emma on 07590 673875.

PHYSIO IN FELSTED

Experienced local Chartered Physiotherapist
offering Ultrasound, Acupuncture,

Manual Therapy, Exercise Therapy

and Integrated Myofascial Release.

Tel: 01371 821063 - mob: 07958339574.

email physioinfelsted.co.uk

PROOFREADER

For businesses and students. Dunmow
based. CIEP trained - Chartered Institute of
Editing and Proofreading.

Contact Annie Deakins.

Mob: 07583 270046

Web: www.proofnow.co.uk.

RPT Professional Chauffeur Service
Based in Hartford End Felsted,RPT offer
a bespoke professional chauffeur service
tailored to meet your individual travel
requirements.
www.rptchauffeurservice.co.uk

01371 829353 - Mob: 07836 749367

ROOFING SERVICES R WHEELER
Slating, Tiling, Flat Roofs, Guttering,
Repairs, Chimney work, Local, Reliable,
Free Estimates.

email: rwheelerroofing@gmail.com
01371 811308 - mob: 07951 349837

SECUREHAVEN

Indepentent Funeral Directors
Tel: 01245 377077
www.securehaven.co.uk

SPELLBROOK DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPES.

Driveways, Patios and all landscapes.
Fully insured and guaranteed.

Tel: 01279 503936. Website:
www.spellbrookdriveways.co.uk

email: spellbrookdriveways@gmail.com

FELSTED

FOCUS

COMMUNITY MAGAZ

SPELLBROOK DRIVEWAYS

and LANDSCAPES.

Driveways, Patios and all landscapes.
Fully insured and guaranteed.

Tel: 01279 503936. Website:
www.spellbrookdriveways.co.uk

email: spellbrookdriveways@gmail.com

STUART JACKSON
Garden & House Maintenance
Tel: 0785 6019053

S. RAYNER - CARPENTER & JOINER
All carpentry & property maintenance.
Over 30 yrs experience in carpentry &
fitting kitchens. Call: 01371 820576
mob: 07768 914172. Free quotes.

TUTORING IN MATHS & SCIENCE
Most subjects offered to A level by
current examiner. Contact Dick Frost,
Tel: 01371 820824 - mob: 07909 526713

email: richard.j.frost@btinternet.com

WAGGY TAILS GROOMING

A caring and professional dog groomer
in Felsted (Hollow Road)

Contact Katia on 07738 595466

JD WALLIS BESPOKE JOINERY
Jon Wallis over 35yrs of experience
m: 07725 654121 t: 01371 821457

e: jonwallis73@gmail.com

w: www.jonwallisjoinery.com

WALDEN CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Clean, efficient, professional sweeping.

Guild of Master Sweeps Sweeping Certificates
issued. All appliances swept including wood
burners, open fires, Rayburn, Agas etc.

Tel: Paddy 07956 099788 or 01799 599981

WIJIH GRAB HIRE LTD

For muck away, grab away and delivery
of all types of aggregates for commercial
and domestic use.

Tel: 01371 238621 or 07758 160366

WINDOW CLEANER

with 20 years local experience.

Tel: Eddie Driscoll mob: 07941 776705
or 01245 360540




Buying A Property?
Need A Mortgage?

.

Buying a property can be one -
of the biggest decisions made
in our lives. Our experienced
broker provides mortgage advice

v

unique to your individual needs.

Our Mortage Resolve Advisor:

Can offer an unrestricted range of
mortgage providers

Is fully CeMap qualified committed to ‘I
creating long-term success for you

BN /
Can arrange telephone or face-to-face /o \

appointments at your convenience EBﬂ[:H

Will ensure that your protection and
insurance needs are fulfilled

Understands the local area having lived
in Essex for over 30 years.

For an informal dicussion call Paul Yarwood
on 07547 672700 or email your details
to: paul@mortgageresolve.co.uk

Mortgage Resolve is an appointed representative of Stonebridge M ort g ag €
Mortgage Solutions, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial R es OIV e
Conduct Authority for advising on & arranging mortgages & insurance.

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or other loans To Find out more visit:
secured on it. As with all insurance policies, conditions & exclusions will apply. www.mortgageresolve.co.ul(



